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Gallatin Co. thanks
Shirley Chipman

WHEREAS, we live in a society where it is
easy to say “No” and stay home and not become

involved;

WHEREAS, we fortunately live in a community
where many are peacefully living and saying “yes”,
doing all they can to quietly support their friends,
their family, their church and their community;

WHEREAS, Shirley Chipman is a dependable
member of our Gallatin County Community, saying
YES to any and all in need, saying YES to our fire
departments, saying YES to the Warsaw Methodist
Church, saying YES to feeding the hungry while
saying Yes to her family and friends;

WHEREAS, the world is full of people who rush
to the front for glory and praise while Shirley Chip-
man has remained quietly in the back-feeding the
hungry, caring for the sick, visiting the sad and shut
in;

WHEREAS, Shirley Chipman is one of those
old souls that quietly brightens the corner where
she lives and makes things better by her having
been there;

WHEREAS, Shirley Chipman belongs to us and
Gallatin County belongs to her;

BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED that Decem-
ber 20, 2025, be known as “Shirley Chipman Day”
in recognition of her quiet dependable presence
here and in honor of her years of service to the Gal-
latin County Community.

Approved this 20th day of December, 2025.
/s/Jon Ryan Morris

Jon Ryan Morris

Gallatin County,

Judge Executive

Attest: /s/Christina McEntire

Clerk

Shirley Chipman smiled as Judge/executive
Ryan Morris read a proclamation honoring her.
Photo by Kelley Warnick

Our Readers Write

Shop With a Cop was special

Dear Editor,

While in Carrollton last
Wednesday afternoon we
ran a few errands, grabbed
supper at KFC, then decid-
ed to pick up a few things
at Wal-Mart.

When we pulled into
the parking lot, we saw it
was lit up like a Christmas
tree with red lights flash-
ing off and on. We thought
there was some kind of
emergency. A fire truck,
rescue trucks, and other
emergency vehicles were
there.

When we reached the
entrance, Barry Alexan-

der was standing there
like Santa Claus and told
us what was going on. It
was “Shop with a Cop”
day and the county’s first
responders, other caring
citizens and their spouses
were giving their time to
give some of the county’s
children a very special
time they will not forget.
The store was filled
with excitement. Every-
body was getting into it. It
was a fun sight. Made me
proud to live in Gallatin
County.
Dennis & Sue Kemper
Warsaw

Lights of Main Street

A Christmas Bell is one of many lights that decorate Warsaw’s Main Street during the holiday
season. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Kentucky Commentary

We are all Americans

Jennifer Jahn
NKY Tribune

As the year draws to a close, many
of us begin thinking about resolutions,
long-delayed projects like cleaning out
the garage, or the possibilities a new
year might bring. But before we focus
on ourselves — individually or within
our own families — it is worth lifting
our gaze to our neighbors, both next
door and across the country. One truth
connects us all: we are Americans. And
as Americans, we share a significant
milestone approaching in 2026.

On July 4, 2026 America will cel-
ebrate its 250th birthday. Yes, America
was inhabited long before 1776. Yes,
it’s true many came over from other
countries to “discover” what was al-
ready known. And, yes, it is true that
some came for religious freedom, some
to own their own land and home, some
even came just to find resources to bring
back to Europe, and some were forced
to make the New World their home. But
as we read through our history, one fact
becomes clear: circumstances change.
Nothing remains the same.

Our country has always had the
freedom to change. That alone is some-
thing worth celebrating. A brief look at
our timeline shows how profoundly we
have transformed:

1775 — The American Revolution-
ary War begins.

1789 — Voting rights limited to prop-
erty-owning or tax-paying White males
in most states

1792 — Kentucky is admitted as a
new state, giving the vote to free men
regardless of color or property owner-
ship.

1861 — The Civil War begins.

1864 — The 13th Amendment abol-
ished slavery in the United States.

1870 — The Fifteenth Amendment to
the United States Constitution prevents
states from denying the right to vote
on grounds of “race, color, or previous
condition of servitude”.

1914 — WWI begins.

1920 — Women are guaranteed the
right to vote by the Nineteenth Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution.

1929 — The Great Depression be-
gins.

1939 — WWII begins.

1955 — Rosa Parks sparks the Civil
Rights Movement.

1963 — The March on Washington gath-
ers more than 250,000 people.

1982 — Wisconsin became the first state
to outlaw discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation.

The timeline of our country remains
a living, breathing record of conflict, in-
novation, social change, religious move-
ments, and shifting ideas.

This is the nation we have the opportu-
nity to celebrate.

“What makes us exceptional — what
makes us American — is our allegiance to
an idea articulated in a declaration made
more than two centuries ago: ‘“We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.” Today we
continue a never-ending journey to bridge
the meaning of those words with the re-
alities of our time,” said President Barack
Obama in his Second Inaugural Address.

As imperfect as we may be, we all have
the choice to look to our neighbors and ask
ourselves, “What can I do to serve them
so that they may live out their life, liberty,
and pursuit of happiness?” When an orga-
nization closes its doors, how can we fill
that gap? When a business disappears, is

that the moment for our voice or our
hands? Our rapidly changing country
has never evolved because people re-
treated inward. The American timeline
has shifted —and progressed —because
individuals recognized when it was
time to rise and serve others.

As we approach our nation’s 250th
year, we inherit both the achievements
and the unfinished work of those who
came before us. The American story
has never been static; it has been shaped
generation by generation. By people
willing to strengthen their communi-
ties, expand freedom, and challenge
the limits of what justice. The coming
milestone offers not only a moment
of celebration, but also an invitation.
Each of us can decide how we will
contribute to the next chapter of our
nation: how we will serve, include, and
uplift the neighbors beside us. In doing
s0, we honor the ideals that launched
America and ensure they continue to
guide its future.

Jennifer Jahn lives in Northern Ken-
tucky with her pastor husband, four
children, seven chickens, two ducks
and one mischievous Bernedoodle
who has an appetitive for socks. She
homeschools and finds joy in reading
and writing and has published several
children’s books.
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