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Butler awards paving bid
By Nila Harris

BUTLER — City 
Council decided last week 
on Riegler Blacktop to 
pave the streets of Main, 
Matilda and the 200 block 
of Peoples. 

Three sealed bids prom-
ised a milling of 2-inch 
depth, but Riegler would 
furnish a 1 ½ inch top 
of blacktop vs. the other 
two at 2 inches topping. 
At a cost of $43,000-plus 
higher, council believed it 
should go with the low-
er bid, and that the lower 
depth would help with 
water drainage since this 
would make the streets 
lower than the existing 
sidewalks.

• Police Chief Kenny 
Hale’s report stated that 
the department had 110 
calls for service, including 
four state and two city ci-
tations, no auto accidents, 
two fire runs, 60 busi-
ness checks, two vacation 
checks and extra patrol 
helping with the evacua-
tion of two nursing homes 
and bringing residents 
back into the city during 
flooding. 

• Northern Pendleton 
fire Chief Adam Fuller’s 
report stated that there 
were 22 runs, no fires but 
three fire alarms, 14 haz-
ardous materials calls and 
five basements pumped. 

Prompt actions taken 
by fire department person-
nel to complete and sub-
mit damage assessments 
caused five situations ini-
tially determined as minor 
to be upgraded to major 
by FEMA. 

A $1,000 Home Depot 
grant provided four hu-

midifiers and shop vacs for 
residents. 

A second estimate of 
the Freightliner fire truck 
was 55% less than the first. 
The truck purchased from 
the LaGrange fire depart-
ment will be labeled this 
week. The fire department 
will be assisting with up-
coming recreation events.

• Pendleton County 
Red Cross Director Mary 
McDowell expressed con-
cern that her department 
was not notified to come 
and assist during the ma-
jor flooding that occurred 
in March. Although Mc-
Dowell herself was un-
available at the time due 
to family illness, she had 
other team members who 
could have assisted. 

• McDowell, as recre-
ation director, discussed 
the upcoming Battle of the 
Bands on June 14 which 
will feature bands, vendors 
and food trucks. 

Councilwoman Terri 
Bush expressed concern at 
the cost for one band, es-
pecially since there was a 
low turnout for the March 
BBQ supper. It was ex-
plained that by having 
a known band come in, 
there may be a bigger draw 
for a crowd. 

Several stated that 
more advertising needs to 
take place to get people 
into the town.

• Butler resident Wayne 
Lambert expressed con-
cern that the city’s backhoe 
was being used without 
permission. He also stated 
that street parking on Wil-
liams was a concern, espe-
cially if a fire truck needed 
access. 

The mayor stated that 
he would investigate the 
parking situation.

• A first reading of the 
2025-26 budget was held. 

• The mayor stated 

that he had applied for a 
grant from the Gary Sinise 
Foundation and emailed 
them every day this past 
week for information. 

• The city will apply 
for a Water Foundation 
Fund Grant, which could 
help expand the park play-
ground and proposed na-
ture trail. Fuller explained 
how a CVG grant could 
be written to make the city 
building ADA compliant 
and move the communi-
ty center out of the flood 
zone.

  • An appeals commit-
tee needs to be formed to 
ensure that all voices are 
heard, according to coun-
cil. Three Butler residents 
and one alternate are 
needed. Contact the city 
of Butler at 859-472-5015 
for more information.

• Councilman Gerald 
McElfresh asked about 
the river gauge. The may-
or stated that according 
to Mike Moore, they are 
working on it. There is a 
problem with the gauge 
receiving GPS data and 
sending the information 
to the National Weather 
Service. 

McElfresh asked if the 
dumpster needed to be 
moved, and would they 
like to have the dumpster 
in the city more often. It 
was determined that, if 
possible, the city would 
like to have a dumpster 
there every quarter.

• Councilwoman Smith 
stated that the pump sta-
tion needed to be moved 
out of the flood zone. The 
mayor acknowledge that it 
was a good idea but costly. 
The newly hired engineer-
ing firm will be helping 
the city with this problem.

• McElfresh stated that 
the Earth Day clean up 
went well and 21 bags of 
trash were collected. 

By Jim Thaxton

FALMOUTH — In 
a pair of special meetings 
last week, Falmouth City 
Council appointed a new 
councilman and Pendleton 
County Fiscal Court bal-
anced its budget.

CITY COUNCIL
Falmouth City Council 

called a special meeting on 
May 8 at 6 pm. The agenda 
included a Closed Session 
per KRS 61.810(1)(f ) for 
which might lead to the ap-
pointment of an individual 
member.  This exception 
shall not be interpreted to 
permit discussion of gen-
eral personnel matters in 
secret. 

Council discussed the 
applications and interviews 
for a vacant council seat, 
then selected Stephen Ed-
ward “Red” Gales Jr. from 
11 applicants. 

He will fill the unex-
pired term of Sabrina Ha-
zen, who was appointed 
mayor last month after 
Mayor Luke Price resigned.  

In a Facebook post on 
the City of Falmouth page, 
council reported “a lot of 
great applicants and some 
great interviews.” 

The post invited all 
those who interviewed or 
“even just thought about 
it” to come to the commit-
tee meetings on the first 
and third Thursdays of the 
month. The committees 
meet at 6 p.m.

The special meeting 

ended after discussion re-
garding the request for 
proposal to replace the city 
attorney. City Attorney 
Brandon Voelker resigned 
last month as council al-
ready was taking steps to 
not renew his contract.

FISCAL COURT
On May 6, Judge Ex-

ecutive David Fields called 
a special meeting of Fiscal 
Court to review the coun-
ty’s budget. 

In the past, the annual 
budget meeting would of-
ten go on for hours. This 
meeting covered line item 
by line item the revenue, 
where the money was com-
ing from, and the appro-
priations where the money 
was going. 

Magistrates managed to 
get through it in just a little 
over an hour. The budget 
was balanced. The judge 
will provide a summary of 
income and expenses to the 
Outlook. 

There was considerable 
discussion about the rising 
cost of prisoner lodging, 
transport and medical ex-
penses, and options for re-
ducing these expenses.

At its next meeting — 
which is set for 6 p.m. to-
day, May 13 — the court 
will vote on the County’s 
cost of living and salary ad-
justments for 2025-26 fis-
cal year. The cost-of-living 
increase was reported to be 
2.7%. 

This meeting will also 
address black top bids for 

county road maintenance. 
Some of the road slipping 
and pothole issues were 
also discussed. 

After the meeting end-
ed, Magistrate Rick Mi-
neer noted that closing the 
county’s 911dispatch last 
year and contract with state 
police was met with contro-
versy. He pointed out that 
the 2025-26 budget proj-
ects more than $400,000 
in savings from the move. 

Post adjournment dis-
cussions also addressed the 
rising cost of prisoner lodg-
ing, transport. 

Regular scheduled Fiscal 
Court meetings are the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at the county 
courthouse. Special meet-
ings are called as needed to 
address county business. 

During the 2025 Regu-
lar Session, lawmakers pri-
oritized improving health-
care and expanding access 
for all Kentuckians. 

As someone who has 
devoted most of his life to 
providing emergency med-
ical care through EMS, 
I know firsthand that a 
healthier population is key 
to a stronger, more prosper-
ous Kentucky. 

The General Assembly 
passed impactful legislation 
to strengthen care statewide 
and support our dedicated 
healthcare workforce, and 
made improving the state’s 
Medicaid program a prior-
ity. 

Medicaid is the state’s 
second -largest budget cat-
egory, behind only K-12 
public education in the 
amount of tax dollars we 
spend to provide care to 
more than a third of our 
population. 

We are working on the 

budget we will consid-
er next session and, as a 
member of the House Ap-
propriations and Revenue 
Committee, I can tell you 
that we are hoping to iden-
tify ways to make Medicaid 
more effective at helping 
Kentuckians lead healthier 
lives, while also becoming 
more efficient at providing 
services.

As we look ahead to the 
upcoming interim meet-
ings and continue work 
on the budget, I want to 
highlight several important 
measures from the House 
Standing Committee on 
Health Services that are 
now law:

Expanding Funding 
Opportunities for Am-
bulance Providers: HB 
152 allows eligible public 
ground ambulance pro-
viders to receive additional 
federal funding for trans-
porting Medicaid patients 
by creating a voluntary 
Medicaid supplemental 
payment program for pub-
lic ground ambulance pro-
viders.

Improving Emergency 
Response to Sexual As-

sault: HB 219 mandates 
that hospitals offering 
emergency services devel-
op and provide training for 
emergency department staff 
on sexual assault emergen-
cy response requirements, 
protocols, and resources.

Helping Military 
Healthcare Personnel 
Transition to Civilian 
Careers: HB 303 directs 
the Kentucky Community 
and Technical College Sys-
tem to develop pathways 
and programs to reduce the 
time needed to earn health-
care credentials.

Ensuring Uninterrupt-
ed Patient Care: HB 501 

creates guidelines for the 
care of pharmacy patients 
when a prescribing physi-
cian dies.

Ensuring Proper Use 
of Opioid Settlement 
Funds: HB 537 strength-
ens oversight of the Opi-
oid Abatement Trust Fund, 
ensuring that financial re-
sources are directed toward 
evidence-based treatment, 
recovery services, crisis 
intervention, and other 
programs that provide real 
solutions for those strug-
gling with addiction

Modernizing Medicaid 
Services: HB 695 estab-
lishes a work requirement 
for recipients who are phys-
ically able and not directly 
providing care to a child or 
disabled adult; moves the 
pharmacy rebate fund to 
the Medicaid program, and 
introduces data collection 
and submittal requirements 
for Medicaid services, spe-
cifically behavioral health, 
and managed care.

Improving Support 
for Sexual Assault Survi-
vors: HCR 20 directs the 
Legislative Research Com-
mission to study access to 

Sexual Assault Nurse Ex-
aminers (SANEs) in emer-
gency care settings.

Improving Support 
for Kentuckians with 
Parkinson’s: SB 27 creates 
a Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search Registry, and advi-
sory committee, in order to 
confidentially collect data 
to improve treatment and 
research.

Improving Medicaid 
Efficiency: SB 25 creates 
the Medicaid Oversight 
Advisory Board, a legis-
lative panel comprised of 
stakeholders and aimed at 
improving the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the tax-
payer-funded health insur-
ance program for the poor 
and those with ongoing 
conditions.

Improving Access to 
Pharmacy Providers: SJR 
26 directs the Department 
for Medicaid Services to 
provide the legislature with 
a report regarding pharma-
cist payment parity.

Although these mea-
sures are law, Section 55 of 
the Kentucky Constitution 
states that, unless a bill in-
cludes an emergency clause 

or a specified effective date, 
it takes effect 90 days after 
the legislature adjourns. 
This year, most new laws 
will take effect on June 27.

Across Kentucky — 
from doctor’s offices to 
state-of-the-art hospitals 
— dedicated profession-
als work to ensure access 
to quality care. Through-
out our history, we have 
expanded healthcare be-
cause good health is key 
to a stronger future and a 
thriving state. This session, 
we focused on improving 
access.

Challenges remain, but 
we’re continuing to invest 
in hospitals, providers, and 
communities so Kentucki-
ans can live healthier lives. 
Healthcare has shaped 
our past and present, and 
by strengthening it today, 
we’re building a healthier 
tomorrow for all.

As always, I can be 
reached anytime through 
the toll-free message line 
in Frankfort at 1-800-372-
7181. 

You can also contact me 
via email at Mark.Hart@
kylegislature.gov.
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Commodities distributed 
FALMOUTH — Commodities are distributed 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. the second Monday of the month at 200 W. Shelby 
St.

People may participate even if they are involved with other 
distributions in the county. Participants should bring their 
own bags or boxes.


