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This became a promi-
nent topic on social media 
and media outlets, includ-
ing in Cincinnati, when on 
April 14, city workers were 
bolting it down in front of 
City Hall, from where it 
had been stolen. Former 
Mayor Sebastian Ernst saw 
this, said that he was the 
rightful owner of the sheep, 
and ended up in an argu-
ment with the police chief 
over its possession.

Hazen made it clear that 
this is a civil matter and not 
in any way an issue that the 
city was involved in, 
including the altercation 
between Chief Marty Hart 
and Ernst. 

Someone suggested that 
when Pendleton County 
Attorney Stacey Moore 
Sanning dropped trespass-
ing charges against Ernst, 
that proved he was inno-
cent. Referring to the 
county attorney’s decision, 
council members pointed 
out she did not assign guilt 
or innocence when the case 
was dropped.

With court records and 
police reports, Hazen out-
lined the history of the 
sheep, which originally was 
displayed at the former 
Conrad Hardware Store 
building that Ernst now 
owns and where his We the 
Pizza shop is located.

Hazen said that accord-
ing to records, Tim Morri-
son took the building on 
land contract in 2022, put 
the statue up for sale, and 
finally gave it to Council-
woman Joyce Carson, who 
had it placed in front of 
city hall.

The statue was stolen in 

August 2023, eventually 
was recovered and was 
placed in evidence in the 
basement of the police 
department until it was 
returned to the front of city 
hall last month.

Ernst contends that 
when he bought the build-
ing, the sheep was includ-
ed. Once again, Hazen 
emphasized that the own-
ership of the sheep will be 
determined in civil court if 
a lawsuit is filed.

“Sebastian has been told 
multiple times to bring in 
the contract,” she said.

THE SCHOOL
The second topic of dis-

cussion was the sealed bid 
sale of the old middle 
school at 500 Maple St. 

Resident Howard Froe-
licher contended that the 
sealed bidding process was 
possibly illegal. The mayor 
explained that the process 
was approved by former 
city attorney Brandon 
Voelker and prior to notic-
es being placed in the paper 
and on social media it was 
vetted by the Kentucky 
League of Cities. 

Councilman Anthony 
Cox explained that sealed 
bids simply means the all 
parties interested submit-
ted their proposals in sealed 
envelopes, which at the 
appointed time are opened, 
read and discussed during a 
public meeting.

Froelicher raised the 
question about how who-
ever is awarded the bid will 
address the sewage issue 
and the cost involved. The 
mayor admitted she was 
not aware of a sewage prob-
lem but invited him to join 
her at City Hall and review 
the sewage line maps to 
determine if there was an 

issue that needed to be 
addressed. She also noted 
that the listing stated that 
the property is being sold 
“as is.” 

The concern over the 
sewage line led into a dis-
cussion on how the city 
ended up owning the prop-
erty. The mayor pointed 
out that the city purchased 
the property illegally when 
a councilman who had 
resigned and was not eligi-
ble to vote, voted anyway 
That led to a tie vote, 
which was broken by 
then-Mayor Sebastian 
Ernst, who championed 
the idea of purchasing the 
vacant property from the 
school district to renovate 
into a community center 
and city offices.

Hazen confessed her 
own role in voting in favor 
of the purchase, saying that 
she and others were misled 
about the condition of the 
building how much it 
would cost to rehab it.

“The math didn’t math,” 
she said several times, and 
after Ernst was impeached 
at the beginning of 2024, 
the city declined to attempt 
rehabilitating the propery.

Besides Ernst, who con-
tinues to pitch his idea for 
the building and says the 
costs aren’t nearly as high as 
others claim, and Trinity 
Southern Baptist Church, 
which expressed interest 
last month in buying the 
property to relocate its 
church there, the Brighton 
Center previously went on 
record of having an interest 
in converting the middle 
school into low-income 
housing like the old school 
building in Butler. 

Brighton’s original esti-
mate to complete the proj-
ect was $8 million. Anoth-

er estimate done later 
placed the cost at $12 mil-
lion. 

The work the city has 
done to protect the proper-
ty was described as only a 
“patch” on the roof to stop 
further water damage.

Mr. Froelicher wanted 
to know why police Chief 
Marty Hart wrote a letter 
in support of Trinity’s pro-
posal. Hart was diagnosed 
with COVID and was 
unable to attend the meet-
ing to respond to the ques-
tion. 

Froelicher then suggest-
ed that he felt the city, 
“Should be bulldozing it 
and selling the land.”

NEOPTISM
A third topic the mayor 

felt strongly needed to be 
addressed was the accusa-
tions of nepotism because 
her fiancé was hired as a 
supervisor of the city water 
and sewage department. 

She said the record will 
show that she was on coun-
cil when the former mayor 
hired her fiancé, Christian 
Hutchinson, for that role. 

Cox referred to the sec-
tion on nepotism from the 
state council member train-
ing manual that clearly 
absolved Hazen. 

Hazen said that after 
becoming mayor, she 
signed an executive order 
placing him under the 
authority of the City Clerk 
Ramona Williams. “I am 
not his boss,” she said.

She also noted that he 
and Steve McClanahan 
both have since passed their 
testing to be awarded Ken-
tucky Division of Water 
Level III certificates, which 
are needed to be operators.

OTHER DISCUSSIONS
Before opening the 

meeting to additional top-
ics, the mayor and council 
explained that leadership 
changed hands at a bad 
time when the city was 
recovering from a major 
power outage and immedi-
ately followed by serious 
flooding. 

Council relied on the 
advice of the city attorney 
in addressing a natural 
disaster, the resignation of 
the mayor, the city fire 
chief and the altercation 
between Ernst and Hart 
over the sheep. 

To add to all this, the 
city attorney submitted his 
resignation. Mayor Hazen 
noted that the city attor-
ney’s departure was antici-
pated because he was on 
notice of being dismissed 
for breach of contract. 

Cox explained the legal-
ity of the actions that coun-
cil had taken since these 
resignations were within 
the scope of their authority 
as outlined in the manual 
that all council members 
received during their Janu-
ary training. In addition, 
Hazen and Williams relied 
heavily upon the advice of 
the Kentucky League of 
Cities to make sure any 
actions they were taking 
were legal.

Carson said that with all 
that going on, there will be 
misunderstandings, but 
that is no excuse for the 
vicious personal attacks 
shouted out in City Hall 
and in comments on social 
media. 

Hazen said, “We just 
want to heal and move on.”

County Economic and 
Tourism Development 
Director Tami Vater told 

the group that it is import-
ant to project a positive 
image of the city and coun-
ty to attract small business, 
industry and tourism. She 
commended the council 
for their transparency and 
professionalism displayed 
during challenging times. 

Resident Ron Moreland 
rose in support of the city’s 
leadership. Moreland said 
he has lived in the city for 
60 years and operated a 
business here for 30 years. 
He lamented the history of 
conflict between the coun-
ty and city governments 
that has lingered over the 
years and exists to this day. 

He urged the council to, 
“Get rid of that school” 
and let the buyer beware. 

He suggested that the 
mayor and council consid-
er the approaches of other 
cities similar in size to Fal-
mouth to save money and 
enhance the infrastructure.  
He expressed concern 
about entering into any 
long-term lease agreement 
with any utility without 
due diligence.

The mayor addressed 
other comments and sug-
gestions, including making 
sure all police officers, 
including the chief and 
deputy chief, have body 
cameras, developing five-, 
10- and 20-year plans for 
the city, and increasing 
ways to keep citizens 
informed. 

Hazen concluded the 
meeting by encouraging 
citizens to become involved 
and attend City Council 
and city committee meet-
ings.

The meeting adjourned 
while TV cameras from sta-
tions in Cincinnati waited 
to interview the new mayor.

State police announce checkpoints in Pendleton Co.
 
DRY RIDGE — Kentucky State Police Dry Ridge Post, with a coverage area that 

includes Pendleton County, will conduct periodic traffic safety checkpoints throughout 
the post area, the post announced Thursday. Special attention will be paid to seat belt 
adherence, sobriety, insurance and registrations.

Pendleton checkpoints include U.S. Highway 27 North at Kentucky 22 West; U.S. 
27 North at KY 17 north; U.S. 27 North at Wright Road; KY 22 East at KY 159 North; 
KY 22 at Hogg Ridge Road; KY 177 at River Road, Butler; KY 177 at Demossville Road, 
Demossville; KY 177 at KY 467; and KY 467 at KY 17, Grassy Creek Church.

Local police and county agencies may also assist the Kentucky State Police in conduct-
ing these Traffic Safety Checkpoints. 


