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DOW 42,967.62 NASDAQ 19,662.49

101.85 0.24%

46.

and pay no taxes?

Not Working For You?
e Do You Need An Income

RETIREMENT_.

« Are You Retiring Or Have You Retired?
o Want to Roll Over Your IRA or 401K

e Do You Have Funds That Are

Without Touching The Principle?

BE THE BOSS OF YOUR RETIREMENT,
PUTYOUR MONEY TO WORK FORYOU "~

WITH UP TO 8% INTEREST! .

For a Personal & Confidential Appointment:

CALL JIM AT 606-683-2104
CELL: 859-948-4376

Email: gatesjimmie@yahoo.com

WHO YOU GONNA CALL??? INTEREST BUSTER!!!
WHO YOU GONNA CALL??? INTEREST BUSTER!!!
WHO YOU GONNA CALL??? INTEREST BUSTER!!!

NAME TICKER
Cintas Corp. CTAS
City Holding CHCO
Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. ~ CLF

Community Trust BancorpCTBI
Humana Inc. HUM
Kroger KR
Marathon Petroleum Corp.MPC
Texas Roadhouse Inc. ~ TXRH
Yum! Brands, Inc. YUM
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S&P 500

6,045.26

23.02 0.38%

- Dow Jones industrials
B Close: 42,967.62

Change: 101.85 (0.2%)
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Nasdaq composite

" Close: 19,662.49
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Calif. insurance regulator launches investigation

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(AP) California’s top
insurance regulator on
Thursday launched an
investigation into State
Farm over the compa-
ny’s handling of claims
from the January Los
Angeles-area wildfires.

The investigation
comes after survivors
of the Palisades and
Eaton fires said that the
state’s largest home in-
surer was delaying and
mishandling claims re-
garding damage to their
homes and possible con-
tamination from smoke.

The blazes destroyed
thousands of buildings
around Los Angeles,
killed 30 people and dis-
placed thousands of oth-
ers. They were estimated
to be among the costliest
natural disasters in U.S.
history.

California Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo
Lara said the inves-
tigation will review
whether the company
complied with state con-
sumer protection and
claim-handling laws.

“Californians deserve
fair and comprehensive
treatment from their in-
surance companies,” the
Democrat said in a state-
ment. “No one should be
left in uncertainty, forced
to fight for what they
are owed, or face endless
delays that often lead
consumers to give up.”

State Farm, which has
about 1 million home
insurance customers in
California, said it will co-
operate with the state’s
review. The insurer has
received roughly 13,000
claims related to the fires
and has paid out about $4
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INFORMED

When your school board’s agenda includes
proposed tax increases, you need your
community newspaper to keep you informed.

Fight to keep public notices public!

Remain aware of decisions
being made in your community.

DON’T FIND OUT TOO LATE

Public notices in newspapers help ensure open government by
informing citizens about meetings, taxes, projects up for bid,
and other important local and state activities. Without them, the
public’s ability to access accurate records and hold government
accountable would be greatly diminished.
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Megan Mantia, left, and her boyfriend Thomas, only first game given, return to Man-
tia's fire-damaged home after the Eaton Fire swept through the area in Altadena, Ca-

lif., on Jan. 8.

billion to customers, the
company said.

“We’re here to help
our customers recover
and we empathize with
those who are rebuilding
their lives,” State Farm
said in a statement.
“Our focus continues
to be on supporting our
customers in their re-
covery from the largest
fire event we have ever
experienced.”

Survivors of the Eaton
fire in Altadena have
raised concerns about
possible lead, asbestos
and heavy metal contam-
ination in their homes
because of smoke.

State Sen. Sasha
Renée Pérez, a Democrat

85"

of Kentuckians think that publishing PUBLIC
NOTICES in NEWSPAPERS shoud be required.

And for good reason...

Because Kentuckians rely on public notices for information about their
communities that they just can’t get anywhere else. When it comes to
providing timely information about local events, legal announcements
and government initiatives, your newspaper delivers.

representing Pasadena,
in April called on Lara
to launch a probe into
the alleged mishandling
of claims.

“The survivors of the
Los Angeles County
fires are experiencing
financial and emotional
hardships due to State
Farm’s delays and deni-
als of their valid insur-
ance claims,” she and
other lawmakers said at
the time. “Despite years
of faithfully paying pre-
miums, they have been
met with excessive doc-
umentation demands,
denial of claims despite
clear evidence, a con-
voluted and arduous
claims process, and si-

To discover how public notices impact your
community, visit the Kentucky Press Association
at kypublicnotice.com

lence when seeking help
after the disaster.”

Lara said homeown-
ers should file formal
complaints regarding
State Farm’s handling of
claims to help the state
take action. The Depart-
ment of Insurance an-
nounced a task force last
month to recommend
best practices for ad-
dressing smoke damage.

Insurers including
State Farm had diffi-
culty doing business in
California even before
the wildfires. In 2023,
State Farm and others
stopped issuing residen-
tial policies because of
the wildfire risk.

Last year, Lara un-

veiled regulations aimed
at giving insurers more
latitude to raise premi-
ums in exchange for
more policies in high-
risk areas. State Farm
said at the time the com-
pany was struggling.

The wildfires, which
destroyed more than
16,000 buildings, made
matters even worse.

In May, state regula-
tors allowed State Farm
to raise premiums 17%
statewide for its Cali-
fornia home insurance
customers to help the
company rebuild its
capital after the costly
wildfires.

State Farm initially
sought a 22% rate in-
crease for homeowners
but revised it down a
recent hearing before
an administrative judge.
The new rates in effect
this month include a
38% hike for rental own-
ers and 15% for tenants.

People who lost homes
in the fires sued in April,
alleging State Farm and
other insurers colluded
to “suddenly and simul-
taneously” drop cover-
age or halt writing new
policies in fire-prone
areas, including areas
that burned. That left
the homeowners under-
insured and struggling
to rebuild, the lawsuit
alleges.

*Kentucky State Study 2023; conducted by Coda Ventures




