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\ Ky. Senate Dem. leader prepares run for local office

BY MCKENNA HORSLEY
KENTUCKY LANTERN

A Kentucky Senate Demo-
cratic leader is preparing to
run for local office in Jeffer-
son County.

A campaign website and
social media account for Sen.
David Yates, the Democratic
Whip from Louisville, were
updated Friday to reflect his
plans to run for Jefferson
County clerk next year. His
website now has a campaign
kick-off scheduled for Mon-
day, June 9, with appearances
by Louisville area Democrats,
including U.S. Rep. Morgan
McGarvey and former U.S.
Rep. John Yarmuth.

Yates’ updated website
comes on the heels of another
Democratic senator leaving
the caucus. Sen. Robin Webb,
of Grayson, changed her par-
ty affiliation Friday to join the
Republican Party.

Bobbie Holsclaw, the Jeffer-

son County clerk since 1998, open longer in the

is an elected Republican in
Louisville, a Kentucky city
where voters tend to favor
Democrats. She faced some
criticism after the November
election following an issue
with e-poll books that delayed
lines early in the day. Demo-
crats sued to keep the polls

: but the bill did not get a com-
; mittee hearing.

“I'm part of the supermi-
nority in the state Senate, and
Ilove to be able to have be a
voice for Jefferson County
and argue about what’s best
for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, but I think this
is an opportunity for me as
the Jefferson County Clerk
to have areal and immediate
impact on on the citizens that
we serve,” Yates said.

An attorney, Yates was
elected to the Senate in 2020.
He won reelection in No-
vember for the 37th Senate
District, taking more than
60% of the vote in the general
election.

Yates cited his grandpar-
ents’ history in public service
as one of the reasons why he
wants to return to local office.
He previously served on the
Louisville Metro Council
between 2010 and 2020, includ-
ing one year as president of
the council.
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Sen. David Yates, D-Louisville, is pictured.

Jefferson Circuit judge denied
their emergency request.

In a phone interview, Yates
told the Kentucky Lantern
that he prepared to only serve
two terms in the state Senate
as he strongly believes in
term limits. He filed a bill to
impose term limits on state

day, but a lawmakers earlier this year,

“I love the opportunity to
make my community better,
and I see this as an opportu-
nity for me to use my talents
and abilities in a way that I
think can really transform
the Jefferson County Clerk’s
Office and to be a model for
the whole country,” Yates
said.

Yates isn’t the first Demo-
crat to announce a candidacy
against Holsclaw. Rosalind
“Roz” Welch, a long time elec-
tion worker, entered the race
Thursday.

Democrats hold six seats in
the Kentucky Senate. Repub-
licans have 32.

As for the future of the
caucus, Yates said Democrat-
ic senators will continue to
advocate for their priorities in
the upcoming session, such
as funding early education
and public schools, as well
as public safety and public
health resources. The General
Assembly will review the two-
year state budget in 2026.

Kentucky ACLU drops challenge to abortion law

BY SARAH LADD abortion.
KENTUCKY LANTERN The woman, identified
by the pseudonym Mary
The American Civil Poe, later traveled out

laws since the United son Circuit Court but
States Supreme Court
in 2022 overturned

the landmark Roe v.

additional details about
the dismissal.

“People have the right
to control their own

In December, a

was rejected on appeal.

woman filed a lawsuit

In two cases, Ken-
tucky courts, including
the state Supreme
Court, have rejected

Liberties Union of Ken-  of state for an abortion, bodies without govern-  Wade ruling that had similar to Poe’s chal- challenges to the ban on
tucky has voluntarily whichisillegalin Ken-  ment interference,and  protected the rightto  lenge, stating she was grounds that the plain-
dropped a challenge to tucky in most circum- we will never stop fight- abortion for almost 50  pregnant and did not tiffs lacked standing to
the state’s abortion re- stances. ing to restore abortion  years. The ruling trig-  wish to be. Within days bring the action; the U.S.
strictions. Amber Duke, the access in Kentucky,” gered Kentucky’s ban  of filing her lawsuit, Supreme Court has like-
The Friday dismissal  executive director of Duke said. “We are into effect. though, the pregnancy  wise avoided ruling on
comes about six months the ACLU of Kentucky, strategizing our next The first challenge, lost viability and she the merits of abortion
after the chapter filed said in a statement that  steps in this fight. In the filed by abortion provid- ended her challenge of  bans.
a lawsuit on behalf of “decisions about health meantime, our workto  ers, advanced in Jeffer- the law.
a Louisville woman care are and should address the common-
who, at the time, was remain private, and we  wealth’s maternal mor-
pregnant and seeking an will not be providing tality rates and lack of i :
widespread paid leave Y <
coverage will continue
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And for good reason...

KIRA MEADOR | ACLU

To discover how public notices impact your
community, visit the Kentucky Press Association
at kypublicnotice.com

of Kentuckians think that publishing PUBLIC
NOTICES in NEWSPAPERS shoud be required.

Because Kentuckians rely on public notices for information about their
communities that they just can't get anywhere else. When it comes to
providing timely information about local events, legal announcements
and government initiatives, your newspaper delivers.

*Kentucky State Study 2023; conducted by Coda Ventures

The American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky
has voluntarily dropped a challenge to the
state’s abortion restrictions.
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Boyd County Career and Technical Center is in search of the
equipment listed below. If your company sells this equipment
and you would like to be submit a bid, please pick up a bid re-
sponse form from BCPS District Office or Boyd County CTC and
return it by 3:00pm on 06/13/25 to the Boyd County Board of
Education, 1104 Bob McCullough Drive, Ashland, KY 41102. In-
terested vendors can contact the Boyd County CTC at 606-928-
7120 for specifications.

For Industrial Maintenance:
Laser Alignment Tool

Alignment Jig with Dial Indicators
Electrical, Hydraulic, Pneumatic Trainers
For Agriculture:

Flat Filler

Bovine Injection Simulator

Steel Pesticide Cabinet

For Construction:

Industrial Planer, jointer, router table, bead blaster, safety saw,
and dust collection.

For Family Science:

Long arm Stationary Machine
Embroidery Machine

For Health Science:

CPR Training Equipment
Anatomy Table

Industrial Shop Spaces:

Fork Lift

General Purpose:

7-9 Passenger Van

The Boyd County School District reserves the right to reject any or
all bids and to award multiple bids.
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