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Answers on Page 8

Opinion —

What ‘Wasteful’ 
Foreign Aid Does

The opinions of writers on this page are not necessarily those of the newspaper, or 
management. We encourage our readers to share their views for publication.

By Greg Wells 
CCN-editor

Yes, by all means, 
let’s stop spending all 
this money on people in 
other countries.

I mean sure, aside 
from simply doing the 
decent thing, we’re also 
kind a sorta trying to 
“buy” allies.

Or at least we’re try-
ing to keep them out of 
the pockets of countries 
we oppose.

That’s not the point, 
right?

Yeah absolutely, 
we should spend that 
money on America.

We can all agree on 
that right?

Sure, USAID spends 
so much money on 

other countries, right?

Well, aside from the 
fact that what we’re 
buying and shipping 
over there is generally 
agricultural products 
grown, processed 
and packaged in the 
US, then shipped by 
American companies.

But it should defi-
nitely end!

I guess nobody told 
the new administration 
that the USDA works 
with USAID to keep 
commodities profitable 
for American farmers.

It’s kind of the same 
way the USDA com-
modity program doesn’t 
just provide food to 
Americans who need it, 
it uses what it buys to 
maintain price supports 
for American farmers in 
the process.

What you don’t 
remember the govern-
ment cheese story I told 
you a year or so ago?

Do you think America 
paid to have milk 
turned into cheese for 
the fun of it? No, it was 
a price support program 
of the USDA, which was 
mandated by Congress.

That was how we all 
ended up with those 
massive bricks of 
cheese that made such 
great grilled cheese 
sandwiches.

So yeah, let’s stop 
feeding starving peo-
ple, and supporting 
American farmers, all 
because it looks good.

It is obvious that 
some people have never 
heard of the phrase 
“cutting off your nose to 
spite your face.”
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Trooper Brandon Poole met these nice kids while out patrolling in Cumberland 
County. They were so well-mannered that he decide to swear them in as Junior 
Troopers.

Submitted by Trooper First Class Jonathan Houk

Junior Troopers

Cumberland Circuit 
Court came to order 
on February 2, 2025, 
at 9:00 a.m. for the 
trial of Commonwealth 
v. Joseph Downey, 
Cumberland Indictment 
No. 24-CR-00084. 
Downey was indicted by 
the Cumberland Grand 
Jury on October 24, 
2024, for the charge 
of Receiving Stolen 
Property $1,000 <$10, 
0000 and Persistent 
Felony Offender 1st 
Degree.

This case proceeded 
to a jury trial on 
February 2, 2025. The 
Commonwealth repre-
sented by Hon. Jess M. 
Stockton, Jr., and the 
defendant represented 

by the Department 
of Public Advocacy 
Attorney, Hon. Cory 
Rutherford.

The jury of Cumberland 
County, Kentucky found 
the defendant, Joseph 
Downey, guilty of 
Receiving Stolen Property 
$1,000 < $10,000 

and Persistent Felony 
Offender 1st Degree. The 
defendant received a sen-
tence of twenty (20) years 
to serve.

Final sentencing will 
take place on February 
27, 2025, Cumberland 
Circuit Court at 9:00 
a.m.

Cumberland Circuit 
Court came to order 
on February 4, 2025, 
at 9:00 a.m. for the 
trial of Commonwealth 
v. Bronnie Baise, 
Cumberland Indictment 
No. 22-CR-00026. 
Baise was indicted by 
the Cumberland Grand 
Jury on March 31, 
2022, for the charge 
of Exploitation of an 
Adult over $300 (2 
Counts), Fraudulent 
Use of a Credit Card 
$1,000<$10,000, 
and Theft of Identity 
of Another without 
Consent.

This case proceeded 

to a jury trial on 
February 4, 2025. The 
Commonwealth rep-
resented by Hon. Clay 
Hundley Jr., and Hon. 
Ann Marie Gordan 
Anderson, and the 
defendant represented 
by the Department 
of Public Advocacy 
Attorney, Hon. Cory 
Rutherford.

The jury of 
Cumberland County, 
Kentucky found the de-
fendant, Bronnie Baise, 
guilty of Exploitation of 
an Adult over $300 (1 
Count) and Fraudulent 
Use of a Credit Card 
$1,000<$10,000. The 

defendant received a 
sentence of seven (7) 
years for the charge of 
Exploitation of an Adult 
over $300 (1 Count) 
and received a sentence 
of five (5) years for the 
charge of Fraudulent 
Use of a Credit Card 
$1,000<$10,000. The 
seven (7) year sentence 
and the five (5) year 
sentence are consecu-
tive for a total sentence 
of twelve (12) years to 
serve.

Final sentencing will 
take place on February 
27, 2025, Cumberland 
Circuit Court at 9:00 
a.m.

Baise Sentenced to 12 Years

20 Year Sentence for Downey

LEGAL NOTICE
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

In accordance with KRS 176.051, Kentucky’s noxious weed law, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will control noxious weeds on state-owned right of way
at the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named in
this law are Johnson grass (Sorghum halepense), Canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense), Cutleaf Teasel (Dipsacus laciniatus) Nodding thistle (Carduus nutans),
Common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum),  Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum),
Marestail (Conyza canadensis), Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), Multi-
flora Rose (Rose multiflora) Japanese knotweed, (Polygonum cuspidatum),
Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) and Kudzu (Pueraria montana).
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Persons who own property adjacent to state right of way and who are involved
in eradication efforts on their property can submit a written application to the
highway district office in their area.  Contact information can be found at
transportation.ky.gov/DistrictPages


