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JAG program marks growth with ribbon-cutting

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Middle
School JAG program marked
its growth and early success
with an official ribbon-cutting
ceremony last week at Rocket
Arena.

The event recognized the
presence of Jobs for America’s
Graduates at the middle school
level and highlighted the pro-
gram’s impact on students in
just its first two years. Nearly
50 middle school students cur-
rently participate in the pro-
gram.

Middle school JAG coordina-
tor Jared Brown was joined for

Rich.
the ceremony by JAG Program 1€

Students (in front) part|C|pat|ng in the ribbon- cuttlng ceremony
were (from left) Abel McKinney, Jase Asbridge, Ella Belt and Axton

employability skills.

Brown said a central focus of
the program is helping stu-
dents challenge themselves be-
yond familiar boundaries.

“Learning to be comfortable
with being uncomfortable is an
integral part of becoming a
leader,” Brown said.

He added that preparing stu-
dents for the transition to high
school is a key objective of the
middle school program.

“In the end, I want to send
honest, empathetic, account-
able, resilient, and decisive
young men and women to high
school where it is my expecta-
tion they continue to grow,”
Brown said.

Manager Stephanie Rickman,
Superintendent Tonya Driver,
Middle School Principal Ashley
Frederick, and students en-
rolled in the program. Also at-
tending were Emma Coleman,

County High School, and sev-
eral students from the high
school program.

The middle school initiative
grew out of the success of JAG
at the high school, which is

now in its second year. That
success opened the door for
expansion to younger stu-
dents, giving them earlier ex-
posure to career readiness,
leadership development and

JAG is a nationally recog-
nized program designed to
support students through ca-
reer exploration, leadership
training and personal develop-

ment, with the goal of improv-
ing graduation rates and long-
term success. At the middle
school level, the program em-
phasizes building confidence,
communication skills and
teamwork while introducing
students to career pathways
and goal setting.

School officials said the rib-
bon-cutting symbolized more
than just a new program loca-
tion — it represented a com-
mitment to investing in
students earlier and providing
them with tools to succeed ac-
ademically and personally.

With strong participation
numbers and continued sup-
port from district leadership,
the middle school JAG pro-
gram is expected to remain a
key part of the district’s efforts
to prepare students for high
school and beyond.

JAG coordinator at Crittenden

Belt serving as appointee
on 2026 Elections Boara

Magistrate Scott Belt will serve as
Sheriff Evan Head’s 2026 appointee to
Crittenden County Board of Elections.
Both are Republicans.

Kentucky sheriffs, statutory mem-
bers of their respective county’s four-
member Board of Elections, must
temporarily resign their seat during
any year they are seeking office. Since
Head is seeking re-election next year,
the selection to fill
his seat is his own.
Belt, who has pre-
viously served as
former Sheriff
Wayne Agent’s ap-
pointee to the
Board, will not be
seeking re-election |
to his District 6 |
seat on Crittenden
Fiscal Court; there-
fore, no conflict ex-
ists.

Belt’s appoint-
ment was acknowledged at Friday’s
Board of Elections regular meeting.

In addition to the sheriff, County
Boards of Elections are comprised of
the county clerk, who serves as chair of
the group, and both Republican and
Democratic county party committee ap-
pointees. County Clerks may, but are
not obligated to temporarily resign their
seat during a year in which they are
seeking election.

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor
will retain his seat on the Board in

2026 and will be joined by Belt, Demo-
crat Kathleen Guess and Republican
Jared Byford in administering election
laws and supervising registration and
purgation of voters within the county.

Also at Friday’s meeting, the Board
set its 2026 calendar for regular meet-
ings, which are open to the public.
Generally, meetings are set for 3:30
p-m. on the second Tuesday of each
month in which there is no election,
save Feb. 3; and all meetings are held
at Crittenden County Office Complex.
The Board meets in all-day session on
May 19 and Nov. 3 for the primary and
general elections, respectively. It will
also meet at noon on May 21 and Nov.
5 for post-election certification and au-
dits.

The 2026 meeting schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb 3 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 10 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 14 at 3:30 p.m.

Primary Election Day: All day Tuesday, May 19
Thursday, May 21 at noon for certification,
SBE 49, post-election audit

Tuesday, June 9 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 14 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 3:30 p.m.

General Election Day: All day Tuesday, Nov. 3
Thursday, Nov. 5 at noon for certification,
SBE 49, post-election audit

Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 3:30 p.m.

Sex crimes among 11

monthly activity for his department.

2024
Nov.  Mo.Avg.

Collisions Investigated 9 7.6
Complaints 43 66.8 E
Papers Served 34 53.0
Unsuccessful Service Attempts 3 5.5
Total Service Attempts 63 1041 R
Transports 1 4.3
Special Detail 87 58.7
Training Hours 300.5 411 I
Verbal Warning 19 24.4
Courtesy Notice 1 —
Criminal Citation 22 17.7
Officer Assist 5 5.7
Building Checks 82 506 F
Total Manhours 956 832
Bailiff Court Hours 128  86.7 *
Cases Opened 2 8.0
Felony Arrests 8 8.8 EVAN
Followup Investigations 2 29.3
Misdemeanor Arrests 8 10 B
Motorist Assists 1 8.3
DUIs 0 2.5 B CH
Traffic Citations 4 141
General Policing 224 156 £
Call for Service 31 21 D

NOVEMBER 2025
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Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s

CITY OF MARION
NOTICE OF PASSAGE AND
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE 25-20: AN ORDI-
NANCE AMENDING ORDI-
NANCE 25-10 THE PAY

PLAN FOR CLASSIFIED CITY
EMPLOYEES AND NON-
ELECTED OFFICIALS

AND SETTING COMPENSA-
TION FOR ELECTED OFFI-
CIALS FOR FISCAL YEAR
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025,
AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026,
AND ADOPTING THE PAY
PLAN FOR ELECTED AND AP-
POINTED OFFICIALS FOR
THE SAME FISCAL YEAR

Notice is hereby given that the
City Council of the City of Mar-
ion, Kentucky, at its

regular meeting held on Decem-
ber 15, 2025, at 5:00 o’clock
p.m., gave second reading

and passed and adopted an Or-
dinance relating to the Marion
Code of Ordinances, which
Ordinance had been given its
first reading at a regular meeting
of the City Council held on
November 17, 2025, at 5:00 o’-
clock p.m. A summary of the Or-
dinance is as follows:

This Ordinance amends the Pay
Plan to provide a 5.9% increase
to the City Treasurer in the
amount of $55,000.00.

The full text of the Ordinance is
on file in the Office of the City
Clerk in the City Building, Mar-
ion, Kentucky, where it is avail-
able for public inspection.

PREPARED BY:

/s/ Robert B. Frazer
ROBERT B. FRAZER
LEGAL SERVICES OFFICER
FRAZER LAW OFFICE
ATTORNEYS -AT- LAW

P.O. BOX 361

MARION, KY 42064
270/965-2261

December 15, 2025
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indictments by jurors

STAFF REPORT

A Livingston County
grand jury returned a se-
ries of indictments this
month. A grand jury’s
role is limited to deter-
mining whether suffi-
cient probable cause
exists for charges to pro-
ceed in circuit court; it
does not determine guilt
or innocence.

*Mary Rebecca Penn,
36, of Marion was origi-
nally charged with a
felony wanton endanger-
ment count, but the case
was amended to a misde-
meanor. She is now
charged with second-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment and third-degree
terroristic threatening,
both misdemeanors. Her
case was remanded to
district court.

eDavid R. Morris, 55, of
Owensboro was indicted
for felony first-degree
possession of a con-
trolled substance
(methamphetamine) and
misdemeanor possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Morris was arrested Aug.
3 when a search warrant
was executed at a resi-
dence on Iuka Road near
Grand Rivers in connec-
tion with an ongoing in-
vestigation into illegal
drug activity, according
to a police citation.

eDonald V. Moore Jr.,
63, of Marion was in-
dicted for felony first-de-
gree possession of a
controlled substance
(methamphetamine),
along with charges of
speeding, reckless driv-
ing, possession of mari-
juana, possession of
drug paraphernalia, re-
sisting arrest and first-of-
fense DUI. Court records

LIVINGSTON COUNTY

indicate the charges
stem from a February
2023 traffic stop after
deputies observed a sil-
ver Ford Escape swerving
across the roadway. In-
vestigators allegedly
found a digital scale and
drug paraphernalia in-
side the vehicle. Officers
also reported discovering
bags of suspected meth
on the ground and in
Moore’s hand. Deputies
seized $2,241 believed to
be drug proceeds.
*Corey J. Stokes, also
known as Wolf Rezz, 26,
of Glen Allen, Va., was
indicted on a direct sub-
mission for prohibited
use of an electronic com-
munication system to
procure a minor for sex.
eLori Kinnes, 57, of
Burna was indicted on
two counts of indecent
exposure, along with
charges of public intoxi-
cation, second-degree
disorderly conduct, re-
sisting arrest, two counts
of third-degree assault
and two counts of third-
degree terroristic threat-
ening. According to court
records, Livingston
County sheriff’s deputies
responded to Salem on
Oct. 2 following reports
of a naked woman yelling
at passing vehicles.
Deputies located Kinnes
behind a residence at
101 E. Main St., where
she allegedly appeared
incoherent and under the
influence of an illegal
substance. During the
arrest, she allegedly re-
sisted, fell to the ground
and kicked Deputy Caleb
Kindred in the groin.

During transport, she al-
legedly threatened Kin-
dred and Sheriff Bobby
Davidson, according to a
citation.

eKarsten  Johansen,
also known as Glenn Jo-
hansen, 67, of Ledbetter
was indicted on a direct
submission for first-de-
gree sexual abuse.

eElizabeth Edwards,
38, of Paducah was in-
dicted for first-degree
possession of a con-
trolled substance (co-
caine), along with
possession of marijuana,
possession of drug para-
phernalia and careless
driving.

eJames B. Wurth, 47,
of Benton was indicted
for flagrant nonsupport.

eJayson P. Workman,
47, of Smithland had a
felony assault charge
amended to fourth-de-
gree assault and was in-
dicted on remaining
charges of second-degree
criminal mischief, third-
degree terroristic threat-
ening and felony
intimidating a partici-
pant in the legal process.

*Stephen Wade
Norville, 46, of Barnhart,
Mo., was indicted for
first-degree fleeing or
evading police, along
with ATV violations and
operating a motor vehicle
without a license.

*Kevin George, 39, of
Smithland was indicted
for felony second-degree
strangulation, along with
misdemeanor charges of
fourth-degree assault
and operating on a sus-
pended or revoked oper-
ator’s license.

county is looking at January or Febru-
ary to begin that process, which would
reset the timeline for selecting a long-
term provider.

In November, the county had re-
ceived competing proposals from Com-
Care and AmeriPro Health Ambulance
outlining a range of coverage levels and

costs, from single-unit 24-hour ad-
vanced life support service to expanded
multi-unit staffing models. Neither will
be accepted at this time based on new
developments.

Newcom said the extension gives the
fiscal court flexibility to review service
models, financing and long-term sus-
tainability before making a final deci-
sion on the future of ambulance service
in Crittenden County.
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