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LAWRENCE COUNTY — The Lawrence
County Board of Education will hold a public
hearing at the Lawrence County High School
Library located at 100 Bulldog Lane, Louisa,
on Thursday, Aug. 28, at 6 p.m., to hear public
comments regarding a proposed general fund
tax levy of 62.0 cents on real property and 62.0
cents on personal property.

The General Fund taxlevied in fiscal year 2025
was 58.9 cents on real property and 58.9 cents
on personal property and produced revenue of
$5,366,933.32. The proposed General Fund tax
rate of 62.0 cents on real property and 62.0 cents
on personal property is expected to produce
$5,105,696.04. Of this amount $930,701.88 is
from new and personal property. The compen-
sating tax for 2026 is 59.6 cents on real property
and 59.6 cents on personal property and is ex-
pected to produce $4,908,056.19.

The revenue is not anticipated to be more
than revenue from 2025.
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LOUISA — Lawrence County High School
Cheerleaders is doing a lunch fundraiser from
the Scioto Ribber on Friday, Aug 29. Pickups
can be at First Bapist Church of Louisa, starting
at 11:30 a.m. All orders due on Monday 25 and it
is pre-pay. Cash and checks (written to LC Pom
Club) are accepted.

Two options: $18 per dinner, #1 Petite Rib
or #2 Chicken Breast, both with baked potato,
slaw, roll and cookies, (butter, sour cream, bbq
sauce included).

Contact Melissa Blankenship or Kiersten
Pannell for more information.

0 0000006000000 00

FORT GAY, WV — Oak Grove Church on 3747
Paddle Creek Road, will have The Yates Family
singing during services, Saturday, Aug. 30, at 7
p-m.

Pastor Mack Ray Cyrus welcomes everyone to
attend.
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FORT GAY, WV — A free clothing and house-
hold giveaway will be held on Saturday, Aug.
30 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the New Covenant
Fellowship, 1753 Fort Gay Road (US Route 37),
near Robertson’s Tire.

Services are held every Sunday, beginning
with Sunday School at 11 a.m., and Wednesdays
at 6 p.m. Pastor Elmer Mullins and Assistant
Pastor Jason Meddings welcome everyone to all
services.

0 0000006000000 00

LAWRENCE COUNTY — The annual Septem-
berfest Pageant will be held on Monday, Sept.
1, at the Lawrence County Community Center,
Bulldog Lane, Louisa, beginning at 4 p.m. Host-
ed by LC Youth Football League.

Entry fee is $60, Most Photogenic is $5 per
photo; fan favorite is $2 per entry/$10 for 6 en-
tries.

For information, contact Brianna Muncy or
Samantha Endicott.
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FRANKFORT — Unemployment rates fell
in 73 counties, rose in 35 counties and stayed
the same in 12 counties between July 2024-July
2025, according to the Kentucky Center for Sta-
tistics (KYSTATS), an agency within the Ken-
tucky Education and Labor Cabinet.

Martin County recorded the state’s highest
unemployment rate at 10.8%, it was followed by
at Magoffin County, 9.6%.

JOHNSON COUNTY — First Responder Ap-
preciation Day and Fun on the Farm will be held
Saturday, Sept. 6, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at the
Mountain Home Place Farm at 445 KY Route
2275, Staffordsville. Johnson County Fiscal
court in partnership with the Johnson County
Public Library and Paintsville Tourism will host
the free event. Open to the public.

See BRIEFS | Page A5

Eastern Kentucky’s Oldest Newspaper Since 1885

BIG SANDY NEWS

Subscription Rates (1 year)
In State - $27 Out of State - $37

Subscriptions include sales tax where applicable. All subscriptions payable in advance.
The Big Sandy News (USPS 055-900) is published weekly by
Big Sandy Media, LLC located at 3455 HWY 2565, Louisa, KY.

Postmaster: Send address changes to the Big Sandy News,
][ va /  P.O.Box 766, Louisa, KY 41230-0766

Member of the Kentucky Press Association

KENTUCKY FRESS
ASSOCIATION

WE ENCOURAGE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The deadline for letters to the editor is 5 p.m. Friday.
Send letters to:
The Big Sandy News
P.O. Box 766, Louisa, KY 41230

Every submission must be signed and must include
the writer’s address and telephone number.

HOW TO REACH US
Mailing address: P.O. Box 766, Louisa, KY 41230
Office address: 3455 HWY 2565, Louisa, KY 41230
Phone: 606-638-4581 « Fax: 606-638-9949

The Big Sandy News reserves the right to reject any submission to this newspaper.
While it is the policy of this paper to print as much local material as possible, it is
necessary to retain this right. We reserve the right to edit any submittted editorial
material. The publication reserves the right to use the word Advertising at any time
management feels it is appropriate.

Advertisers assume responsibility for advertising content and shall hold without claim
The Big Sandy News for advertising published. The publisher is not liable for verbal or
telephone materials taken with the intent of publishing. Any legal fees, collection costs
or related charges will be the responsibility of the advertiser. Ad copy requests must
come from the client/advertiser in order to be submitted to any other publications.

EDITORIAL........

By ROBERTA CANTRELL
BSN Editor

Well, we’ve been in our
new location for about a
month now and it’s been re-
ally good, different, but good.

I'm not used to the hustle
and bustle, so I've put my
computer screen in front of
me so the flow of traffic isn’t
a distraction because I could
sit and watch it all day.

I cant wait to watch
the snow falling this year
through the big windows we
now have. I can hear it now
“city sidewalks, busy side-
walks.. silver Dbells..silver
bells.. it’s Christmas time in
the city.”

But, I'm getting ahead of
everything, first we have
Septemberfest coming up.
Can you believe it?

It won’t be long before the
city sidewalks and streets
will be overflowing with
much more than daily traffic.
In fact, there won’t be room
for traffic on some streets
because, as we all know, sev-
eral streets will have rides,
food, crafts, games and oth-
er vendors not to mention a
huge stage and people from
here, there and everywhere
spending their life savings.

I love the theme this year

seems the Septemberfest
board has outdone them-
selves on making sure we
have a great entertainment
line-up as well.

I think if I could change
two things, one would be
bringing back the Sunday
morning gospel music.

The second thing would be
to have all, or at least more
local vendors and when I say
that I mean local church-
es, food trucks, fire depart-
ments, school groups and
more civic groups etc. having
games, food and such.

There used to be a church
that sold fried apple pies and
other baked goods.

I don’t see them there any-
more and one of the fire de-
partments used to set up ev-
ery year.

Instead of deep fried this
and that, I'd like to see chick-
en dumplings, fried chicken,
soup beans, chili and home-
made food local people make
and sell.

Don’t get me wrong we
still need cotton candy, fries,
ice cream, funnel cakes and
corn dogs, but it seems like
we don’t have the same ap-
peal anymore than when

vendors.

I guess I'm old-fashion be-
cause I'd much rather have
Aunt Betty Sue’s homemade
fried pie that she’s selling for
a buck or two more than a
five dollar oreo cookie dipped
in pancake mix and deep
fried.

I do love the crafts and
walking around Main Street
Park.

But the thing I love the
most 1s knowing every year
I'm gonna be running into
people, even family, I haven’t
seen in a while.

Overall, it’s a wonderful
event and when you see some-
one wearing a board member
shirt give them a thank you
because shewie, there’s a lot
of planning, hard work and
dedication that goes in to
this and it’s all volunteer.

“Rivers and Rails” and it

more local people were the
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FOUR SIBLINGS BAPTIZED TOGETHER
AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN LOUISA

By JEFFREY ROBINSON
For Kentucky Today

LOUISA - Four sisters were baptized together
at First Baptist Church in Louisa on Sunday, Aug.
10. Senior Pastor Chuck Price said he has baptized
multiple family members, but this was a first for
him.

“It was the first time I'd ever baptized four sib-
lings or sisters at the same time” Price said.

Summer (12), Autumn (12), Miliegh (12) and
Amzie (11) decided to get baptized together after
attending Vacation Bible School this summer.

“They all four got saved in VBS this summer, not
all in our church. Two of them got saved at my
dad’s church 15 miles down the road” Price said.

Price’s father, Charlie, is the longtime pastor of
Cherryville Baptist Church in Louisa.

Upon mentioning the prospect of baptism, Price
sat down with the girls to hear their testimonies
and provide more information, as is customary at
FBC Louisa.

“All four of them came and said they want to get
baptized, and we sit down and spent some time
with them, go through the little book I give them,
and they all decided to get baptized together’
Price said.

While VBS positively impacted all four girls, FBC
Louisa has experienced recent significant growth

in its kids’ ministry, Worship Kids Style. The minis-
try is available three Sundays a month, and atten-
dance peaked at 56 kids on Sunday.

“We have ablessed children’s ministry and youth
ministry at our church, we got a couple... him and
his wife have been youth ministers here for almost
13 years” Price said.

The four sisters are members of a 10-child family
that recently began attending FBC Louisa in late
July.

“They got younger siblings and older siblings as
well that have not been saved, so that's a very im-
pactful thing” Price said about the massive influ-
ence the girls have on the rest of their family’s walk
with Christ.

Twins, Summer and Autumn were adopted four
years to the date of their baptism.

“I said they got adopted into your family four
years ago and adopted into the Lord’s family (to-
day),” Price said.

Price has a storied history of ministry spanning
decades. He spent the last 12 years as the senior
pastor at Louisa Baptist after spending many years
as the youth pastor. Price also spent 10 years in Ro-
mania as a missionary with his wife, where his two
sons were born.
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by another vehicle.

The impact caused the Trooper’s vehicle to
collide with a third vehicle (a van) that was in-
volved in the traffic stop.

The van was out of South Carolina from Per-
formance Medical Supply Inc.

As a result of the collision, four individuals
were transported to the hospital for evaluation.
All four individuals were later released. The
Trooper sustained serious but non-life-threat-
ening injuries due to the collision.

An accident reconstructionist was requested
and has opened an investigation into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the crash.

Witnesses on the scene said that the trooper
was in his vehicle when the SUV, a GMC Ter-

rain, left the road hitting the cruiser from be-
hind knocking it into the van causing it (the
cruiser) to go across a small yard toward the
hillside next to the highway and come to a stop
in the opposite direction it was heading.

Witnesses also said the SUV also spun around
before ending up in the opposite direction as
well.

The name of that driver was not released,
however, police on the scene did say she was a
resident from Floyd County.

The Kentucky State Police remind all motor-
ists to remain alert, avoid distractions, and move
over or slow down when approaching emergen-
cy or law enforcement vehicles stopped on the
highway. This collision remains under investi-
gation by the Kentucky State Police.



