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M I S C E L L A N E O U SM I S C E L L A N E O U S

FRANKFORT — Licenses and 
permits are available to fish, hunt 
and trap in Kentucky. 

With some of the finest outdoor 
opportunities available anywhere, 
Kentucky’s fields, woods and water-
ways provide adventure for avid out-
doors enthusiasts and newcomers 
alike.​​​

The 2025-2026 license year start-
ed on Saturday, March 1, and runs 
through Feb. 28 of next year. License 
and permit fees for Kentucky resi-
dents are unchanged from the 2024-
2025 license year and most non-resi-
dent fees remain the same.​​​

In Kentucky, a license covers basic 
hunting or fishing for many species, 
whereas additional state permits are 
required when pursuing specific oth-
er species, such as fishing for trout 
or hunting for migratory birds, deer, 
wild turkey or black bear. Sports-
men’s-type licenses include multiple 
permits as well as basic hunting and 
fishing privileges.​​​

​​​For the 2025-2026 license year, 
prices for four non-resident options 
reflect a moderate fee increase, in-
cluding:

Annual Hunting License (nonres-
ident) - $160; 

Spring Turkey Permit (non-resi-
dent) - $110; 

Fall Turkey Permit (non-resident) 
- $110; 

Deer Permit (non-resident) - $235.
Introduced last year, the resident 

Senior Lifetime Sportsman’s License 
remains priced at $180. It includes 
hunting and fishing licenses plus 
permits for trout, deer, spring and 
fall turkey, migratory game birds and 
waterfowl. It is available to Kentucky 
residents aged 65 and older, who can 
purchase it once and then simply 
carry an electronic copy or reprint 
each year to display the current li-
cense year.​​​

Seniors in Kentucky still have the 
option to purchase an annual Senior 
Sportsman’s License that provides 
the same licenses and permits for 
the license year for just $12. Resident 
anglers have the option to purchase 
an annual Fishing License for $23 or 
a 3-year Fishing License for added 
convenience and value at just $55.​​​

Licenses and permits are sold 
online through Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife’s website License Sales por-
tal, searchable off the homepage at 
fw.ky.gov. Licenses and permits also 

are sold at agent locations across the 
state. A list of license agents by coun-
ty is available on the department’s 
website.​​​

The department receives its pri-
mary funding through revenue 
raised by the sale of hunting and fish-
ing licenses, as well as federal excise 
taxes generated by the sale of recre-
ational firearms and ammunition, 
archery gear and fishing equipment.

Springtime provides many op-
portunities to take someone new 
into the field. Youth turkey weekend 
is April 5-6, while the main turkey 
season opens a week later, on April 
12. The Youth Sportsman’s License, 
available to residents ages 12-15, is a 
great value at $30 and covers turkey 
hunting and deer hunting.​​​

​​​The warmer weather also provides 
for fantastic fishing across the state. 
Learn about those opportunities in 
the Fishing and Boating Guide. The 
2025-2026 guide is available on the 
agency website.

​​​Another great resource is the Fish 
Boat KY app. Available free from 
iTunes and Google Play, the app 
helps anglers find waterbodies, boat 
ramps and other water access from 
the palm of their hand. Users can 
also search by species of fish, store 
copies of their licenses, and much 
more using the smartphone app

​​​To learn all the basics on hunt-
ing and fishing, the Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife website (fw.ky.gov) has 
many resources for individuals new 
to the sports. For in-person classes, 
search Hook and Cook or Field to 
Fork on the site. Classes are offered 
across the state to provide learning 
opportunities for all ages.

Anglers from throughout the cen-
tral United States come to Kentucky 
to fish its waters, including the state’s 
renowned trout fishery in the Cum-
berland River and the crappie fishery 
in Kentucky and Barkley lakes. Ken-
tucky is a top destination nationally 
for deer hunting and maintains the 
largest elk herd east of the Rocky 
Mountains. The application peri-
od to apply for a 2025 elk hunt runs 
through April 30.​​​

​​​For more information about hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities in Ken-
tucky, visit the department website at 
fw.ky.gov​. For questions, call 1-800-
858-1549, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (ET) week-
days, excluding holidays.

LEXNGTON — The Kentucky High 
School Athletic Association will in-
duct its Class of 2025 into the Dawa-
hares/KHSAA Hall of Fame present-
ed by Roberts Insurance on Sunday, 
May 4, at the Central Bank Center 
Ballroom in Lexington. With the in-
troduction of this year’s 12-member 
class, the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall 
of Fame has grown to 529 all-time 
members since its inception in 1988. 
Tickets to the Induction Ceremony 
will be available for purchase at a lat-
er date on khsaatickets.org.

Darren Bilberry, Fort Knox (Ath-
lete) – A three-sport standout and 
1985 graduate of Fort Knox, Darren 
Bilberry contributed to the Eagles’ 
first-ever state titles in the sports of 
football and track & field. Behind 
1,150 rushing yards and 15 touch-
downs as a junior, Bilberry helped 
to guide Fort Knox to its first football 
state championship appearance and 
the 1983 Class 2A crown. As a senior, 
Bilberry rushed for 1,567 yards and 
32 touchdowns en route to a 1984 
Class 2A runner-up finish. In addi-
tion to excelling on the basketball 
court, Bilberry was a major contrib-
utor to the Eagles’ back-to-back Class 
1A Track & Field State Champion-
ships as an upperclassman, winning 
the 400-meter dash and anchoring 
the 400-meter relay winners in 1985. 
Upon graduation, Bilberry received a 
football scholarship to the University 
of Kentucky.

Clark Burckle Jr., St. Xavier (Ath-
lete) – Clark Burckle Jr. is a 2006 grad-
uate of St. Xavier, where he earned 11 
state championships as a swimmer. 
He was a 13-time All-American and 
two-time Kentucky Swimmer of the 
Year in high school, capped off by a 
2006 national championship victory 
in the 100-yard breaststroke. In three 
seasons at the University of Florida 
and one season at the University of 
Arizona, Burckle Jr. earned 11-time 
NCAA All-America recognitions 
and the 2010 200-yard breaststroke 
NCAA title. As a member of Team 
USA, Burckle Jr. claimed sixth place 
in the 200-yard breaststroke at the 
London 2012 Summer Olympics.

Robert “Bobby” Curtis, St. Xavier 
(Athlete) – As a 2003 graduate of St. 

Xavier, Robert “Bobby” Curtis won 
14 combined individual state cham-
pionships across the sports of cross 
country and track & field. In addi-
tion to his two cross country team 
state championships, Curtis him-
self earned three consecutive Class 
3A titles from 1999 to 2001 before 
finishing as runner-up his senior 
season. Curtis collected 11 more in-
dividual state titles in track & field 
for his efforts in the 800-meter run, 
1600-meter run, 3200-meter run and 
4×800-meter relay, as well as three 
consecutive Class 3A team state 
championships with the Tigers. Cur-
tis received a scholarship to compete 
in both sports at Villanova Univer-
sity, where he won the 2008 NCAA 
championship for the 5,000-meter 
and two Big East individual cham-
pionships in track & field, as well as 
two Big East individual champion-
ships in cross country.

Phil “Cookie” Grawemeyer, Du-
Pont Manual (Athlete) – A 1952 grad-
uate of DuPont Manual, Phil “Cook-
ie” Grawemeyer led the Crimsons to 
back-to-back berths in the Boys’ Bas-
ketball Sweet 16 as an upperclass-
man. He was an All-State selection in 
both seasons, as well as a pitcher on 
DuPont Manual’s 1952 state cham-
pionship baseball team. Grawemey-
er went on to play basketball at the 
University of Kentucky under head 
coach Adolph Rupp.

Donnie Gray, Clay County 
(Coach) – Donnie Gray coached the 
Clay County girls’ basketball team 
for 21 years. During his tenure, he ac-
cumulated a record of 505-142 (.780), 
11 District 49 championships and 
nine Region 13 championships. The 
crowning jewel of Gray’s career was 
leading the Lady Tigers to victory in 
the 1989 Girls’ Basketball Sweet 16, 
complemented by runner-up honors 
in 1992 and semifinalist honors in 
1993. Gray was twice named Asso-
ciated Press Coach of the Year and 
earned Region 13 Coach of the Year 
honors four times.

James “Joe” Hamilton, Dunbar 
(Athlete) – James “Joe” Hamilton was 
a 1966 graduate of Dunbar, where 
he earned All-American and All-
State honors on the basketball court 
behind an average of 24.5 points 
per game. After high school, Ham-
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All-American honors at Southwest-
ern Christian College (Texas), where 
he led the nation in scoring with 31.5 
points per game before moving on to 
a Missouri Valley Conference Player 
of the Year senior campaign at what 
is now the University of North Tex-
as. Hamilton was drafted in both the 
ninth round of the 1970 NBA Draft 
and the fourth round of the 1970 
ABA Draft, competing for six sea-
sons as a professional.

Billy Hicks; Evarts, Harlan, 
Corbin, Scott County (Coach) – 
With a record of 1,021-268 (.792) over 
38 seasons at Evarts, Harlan, Corbin 
and Scott County, Billy Hicks is the 
all-time winningest boys’ basket-
ball coach in KHSAA history. Hicks 
led Scott County to Boys’ Basketball 
Sweet 16 victories in 1998 and 2007, 
as well as 14 region championships.

Stephanie Livers, Elizabethtown 
(Athlete) – A 1992 graduate of Eliz-
abethtown, Stephanie Livers swam 
to six individual state titles, as well 
as a team state title, in a two-time 
All-American career with the Pan-
thers. Livers was an 11-time Junior 
National qualifier and 12-time Se-
nior National qualifier, earning 13 
NCAA All-America selections at the 
University of Tennessee.

George Randolph, Owensboro 
Catholic (Coach) – In 22 years as 
softball head coach at Owensboro 
Catholic, George Randolph led 
the Lady Aces to a slow-pitch state 
championship in 1996 and fast-pitch 
state championships in 1998, 1999, 
2003, 2005 and 2009. Owensboro 
Catholic made four state semifinal 
appearances overall, finishing as 
runner-up in 2001, 2004, 2006 and 
2013. Randolph’s tenure included 
13 consecutive and 17 total region 
championships, as well as 16 dis-
trict titles. Randolph was a National 
Coach of the Year finalist in 2018.

Greg Todd; Berea, Lexington 
Catholic (Coach) – In 14 seasons as 
a girls’ basketball head coach, Greg 
Todd amassed a record of 391-80 

(.830). Beginning his career at his 
alma mater, Todd led Berea to an 
unprecedented 20 wins in each year 
of his tenure and an appearance in 
the semifinals of the1998 Girls’ Bas-
ketball Sweet 16. In seven seasons at 
Lexington Catholic, Todd accumu-
lated the most victories in the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky over the 
span and earned state champion-
ship crowns in 2001, 2005 and 2006 
in addition to two runner-up finish-
es. The Lady Knights won six Region 
11 titles, capped off by a No. 3 na-
tional ranking and National Coach 
of the Year honors for Todd in 2006. 
Todd went on to coach collegiately at 
three Kentucky universities, includ-
ing Transylvania, Morehead State 
and Eastern Kentucky.

Susan Shields White, Eastern 
(Athlete) – A 1970 graduate of East-
ern, Susan Shields White was a four-
year swimming state champion in 
both the 100-yard butterfly and the 
200-yard individual medley. At just 
16 years old, Shields White followed 
up an All-American high school sea-
son with a bronze medal in the 100-
yard butterfly at the 1968 Mexico 
City Summer Olympics.

Beth Vice Barrier, Montgomery 
County (Athlete) – A 1998 graduate 
of Montgomery County, Beth Vice 
Barrier remains her school’s all-time 
leading scorer in the sport of girls’ 
basketball. As a five-year starter, 
Vice Barrier earned her first of four 
consecutive All-State accolades as 
a freshman. As a junior, she was the 
1997 Region Player of the Year with 
a scoring average of 22 points per 
game. She earned Kentucky “Miss 
Basketball” honors as a senior, as 
well as back-to-back Region Player 
of the Year recognition for her aver-
ages of 25 points, five assists and five 
rebounds per game. Vice Barrier be-
came the first girls’ basketball player 
in Montgomery County history to 
have her jersey retired and scored 
over 1,000 points at the collegiate 
level for the University of Alabama. 


