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New Workforce Development
Program Helps Knox County

Residents Find Employment

BY BRYLEIGH MIDDLETON
bmiddletonr@mountainadvocate.com

Volunteers of America Mid-States
(VOA) is a not-for-profit organization
that has been empowering and provid-
ing support for individuals struggling
with things such as homelessness,
addiction, veteran services, and more
for 129 years.

At the beginning of this year, VOA
released a new service line in Knox
County. This new line has already pro-
vided support for a married couple,
Karri and Kris Gilreath.

Karri and Kris both struggled with
addiction individually for decades, un-
til they met each other and the struggles
of substance abuse brought them closer.
The shared addiction would eventually
lead the pair to being incarcerated.

However, while in jail, the couple
found comfort in sobriety and created a
new goal - creating healthy and success-
ful lives throughout their recovery.

Unfortunately, due to their histories,
the pair found it difficult to find jobs to
support their new goals.

After months had passed and the pair
still had no luck in finding jobs, they
caught wind of a new Workforce Reinte-
gration Program through Volunteers of
America Mid-States.

Karri and Kris were able to find jobs
with the help of the new service line
through the VOA, which is dedicated to
providing employment support across
the Commonwealth.

With the help of the VOA’s work
team, the pair were able to develop
professional resumes, interview
preparation, and even locate jobs that
complimented their skills.

Since then, Kris has stated “VOA
helped me tremendously. My casework-
er truly heard me out, understood my
barriers, and advocated for me.”

Kris and Karri were able to navigate
any barriers within their job search-
es with the help of VOA Workforce
Development Specialists and Career
Coaches.

“They saw me as a person, listened
to my hardships and helped in any way
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Karri and Kris Gilreath found support
and a new start through Volunteers of
America.

they could,” Karri stated.

Karri went on to land a full-time posi-
tion as a receptionist at Access Family
Health, and is working to go back
to college, and Kris found a job as a
Peer Support Specialist and Certified
Alcohol and Drug Counselor and now
helps others who are struggling with
addiction, find comfort in recovery as
well.

“We couldn’t be more thankful for
what VOA has done,” stated Kris.
“They changed our lives.”

Since the launch of the new service
line in January, VOA now provides
support to individuals just like Kris
and Karri in 21 counties across the
Commonwealth.

If you or someone you know is
unemployed and/or in need of assis-
tance, reach out to someone with Vol-
unteers of America Mid-States (VOA),
for another chance.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

NOTICE TO KNOX COUNTY
TAXPAYERS

Mike Corey, Knox County Clerk and the Knox County
Fiscal Court, pursuant to KRS 424.330, announce
that the 2024 Delinquent Real Property Tax Bills
(Certificates of Delinquency) will be published in The
Mountain Advocate on Wednesday. September
10, 2025.

The list of Certificates of Delinquency is also
available for public inspection during the hours of

8:30-4:00 Monday-Friday at the County Clerk’s

office located at 401 Court Square Ste 102,
Barbourville, Ky 40906. The list may also be

inspected on Software Management website. The
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) of the website is

kydtax.smllc.us/dtaxlist.htm.

The tax sale will be held on OCTOBER 17, 2025,
beginning at 10:00 A.M. All interested participants
must register with the County Clerk’s office by
the close of business on OCTOBER 7. 2025.
Please contact the County Clerk’s office if you
need additional information about the tax sale
registration process, the required registration fee or
the deposit amounts that will be needed. Taxpayers
can continue to pay their delinquent tax bills to the
County Clerk’s office any time prior to the tax sale.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE
RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE
PRIOR TO THE TAX SALE DATE LISTED IN
THIS ADVERTISEMENT. PAYMENTS RECEIVED
AFTER THE TAX SALE HAS BEEN CONDUCTED
WILL BE RETURNED WITHOUT EXCEPTION.
Some delinquencies (although they have been
advertised) will be excluded from the tax sale in
accordance with the provisions of KRS 134.504(10)
(b). If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the County Clerk’s office at 606-
546-3568.

PAID FOR BY THE KNOX COUNTY FISCAL COURT

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Barbourville Family
Health Center

215 N. Allison Avenue
Barbourville, KY
(606) 546-9287

Monday-Friday 8 am — 5 pm

Richard A. Carter, MD « Brian Abner, PA-C
Sarah Mills, PA-C« Cassie Vaughn, PA-C
Mary Ashburn, LMFT « Susan Poff, LPCC

William H. Vickers, OD « Linda Dunigan, APRN

i

MINISTERING THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH HEALTH CARE

Access Family
Health Center

315 Hospital Drive
Barbourville, KY
(606) 546-4060

Monday-Friday 8 am — 5 pm
Saturday 8am —4pm

Wm. Thomas Ashburn, MD, Paul Cooney, DO « Charles Stargel, MD « Stuart Mack, PA-C
Rachel Bargo, APRN « Raven Jordan, APRN « Katie Portwood, APRN
Anita Schoolcraft, APRN « Lesley Vaughn, APRN « Kerri Wilson, APRN
Shannon E. Mills, APRN « Rebekah S. Cain, APRN

nERLTR

Providing medical care for

the whole family:

Newborn, Pediatrics,
Adolescent & Adult Care,

Geriatrics, Wellness, Sports Medicine,
Immunizations, Family Planning,

Counseling, Covid-19 Testing

Corbin Family
Health Center

140 Bryan Blvd
Corbin, KY 40701
(606) 523-2005
Monday — Friday 8 am — 5 pm
Saturday 8:30 am —11am

Richard Carter, MD, Shannon Bunch, APRN - Garrett Faulkner, PA-C
Crystal Prewitt, APRN « Matthew Webb, PA-C« Lisa Clark, LPCC
Julie Monday, APRN « Candice G. Troxell, DO

TylerT. Carter, DO « Sarah Doyle, PA-C+ Jennifer Dorriety, APRN « Jill Johnson, APRN




