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Attorney Douglas Hoots explained the court 
system to the members of the Columbia-Adair 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Roll Tribe! The ACMS Cheerleaders take on the 
regional championships in Elizabethtown.

The winners of the 5th Region KAPOS the ACMS 
Indians Cheer team.

Chamber welcomes 
guest speaker 

Douglas Hoots
Discusses upcoming 
holiday events
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The main subject of 
the recent meeting of the 
Columbia-Adair County 
Chamber of Commerce was 
a lecture by Douglas Hoots, 
who explained the basics of 
Kentucky’s Court System. 
Hoots was introduced by 
his older sister, Columbia’s 
Mayor Pamela Hoots, who 
gave a short review about 
the sports and professional 
career of her brother.

“The United States has 
a dual court system,” 
Douglas Hoots started 
his explanation, “it’s the 
federal and state courts. 
Both systems have similar 
types of courts. The federal 
court system has federal 
District Courts, US Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme 
Court. The state’s system 
has the State District 
Courts, Circuit Courts, a 
State Court of Appeals and 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court.”

Also Hoots mentioned 
the two types of cases, the 
criminal cases and the civil 

cases, which he described 
with different cases. Then 
he explained how laws 
come into effect with 
an example of a case he 
fought that went up to the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
He also gave examples of 
the differences between 
civil and criminal cases, 
which are handled by the 
District Courts and which 
by the Circuit Courts. At 
the end of Douglas Hoots’ 
presentation, every visitor 
got a handbook which 
described the court system 
in detail, and also had a big 
part with information about 
what to do when called into 
a jury.

Some announcements 
were made during the 
lunch, sponsored by DUO 
Broadband, by Ellen 
Zornes, who mentioned that 
“Treats on the Town” went 
very well with around 600 
kids plus parents. She also 
mentioned the upcoming 
Christmas Parade under 
the theme “A Magical 

By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Several points were 
on the agenda of Adair 
County’s Fiscal Court 
meeting on Tuesday which 
took more than two hours 
for the administrators and 
the magistrates to handle. 
The most important point 
for the visitors of the 
meeting was the decision 
about the moving of 
Squires Cemetery under 
“Other Business.” After a 
longer discussion the court 
decided, to the relief of the 
attending members of the 
Economical Development 
Authority (EDA), with five 
yes to three no votes, that 

the cemetery will be moved.
In the regular agenda 

the disbursements were 
mentioned and approved 
with $156,260, as were 
the necessary line to 
line transfers. The fund 
to fund transfers were 
all approved, as was the 
budget amendment in the 
amount $172,000, also 
the treasurer’s report was 
unanimously approved.

Other points in “Other 
Business” were the 
purchase of a new truck, 
where it was decided to 
advertise the intention to 
buy one, so far only one 

Court approves 
motion to move 

Squires Cemetery

ACMS Cheerleaders are 5th region KAPOS Champs
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The Adair County Middle 
School Cheer squad won 
the 5th Region KAPOS 
small division with an 
outstanding performance 

last Wednesday. Head 
coach Nicole Booher 
reports: “It was held  at 
John Hardin High school 
in Elizabethtown where we 
competed in the division 
of Small Varsity 2-1/2 
minute.” The group also 
won the award for Crowd 

Favorite. 
This win catapults the 

group into the next level 
Booher says, “Since we 
won, we will now compete 
at the State Championship 
tournament, which is 
December 16th and will be 
held in Corbin, Kentucky.”

Booher concluded that 
herself, along with assistant 
coach Alex McGaha and 
all of the cheerleaders 
are looking forward to 
showing the judges at State 
competition what they are 
made of. 

Some Gave All
Veterans honored at ACHS Veterans Day ceremony
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Veteran’s 
Day program at Adair 
County High School was 
another big success. After 
the Veterans entered the 
full John Burr Memorial 
Gym to Rory Feek’s song 
“Welcome Home” and were 
escorted to their seats by 
the ACHS Cadet Corps, the 
Color Guard brought in 
the American Flag (SSgt. 
Remington Huckaby), the 
Kentucky Flag (Cpl. Jay 
Burton), and the rifles (Cpl. 
Trent Bottoms and Cpl. 
Landen Wethington).

Following the flag 
ceremony, the National 
Anthem was performed by 
the ACHS Choir, the pledge 
spoken by Sgt. Dillon 
Godsey, and the welcome 
and invocation given by 
Cpl. Alex Pedro-Pablo, 
before SFC Gracie Janes 
read the poem “A Marine’s 
Promise.” Mark Willis’ 
song “Crazy Being Home” 

accompanied the Fallen 
Soldier Table ceremony, 
performed by SFC Brenton 
Billingsley and Cpl. Bryson 
Adams, the script read by 
Gracie Janes.

Next on the agenda was 

the etching presentation, 
introduced by Cadet Corps 
instructor Krystal Redmon, 
where five Vietnam soldiers 
from the region were 
remembered, who gave it 
all for our Country. SFC 

Brenton Billingsley talked 
about David Owen Biggs, 
SFC Gracie Janes about 

At the opening of the Veteran’s Day ceremony the former soldiers saluted 
to the flags.

See Veterans, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Chamber, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Sports in See Sports in 
B Section!B Section!

New Sheriff Gary Roy swearing in alongside the 
County Judge/Executive Larry Russell Bryant.

Captain Jennifer Sandlin, Post 15 Commander

City Council Meets in Regular Session

Kentucky State 
Police Post 

15 Columbia 
Welcomes New 

Post Commander

Kelley’s General 
Store Temporarily 

Closed After Vehicle 
Crash Causes Major 

Damage

The Columbia City 
Council met in regular 
session on Monday.

The City has second 
reading of an ordinance 
annexing territory 
located southwest 
of the intersection 
of Highway 80 and 
Highway 61 in Adair 
County. This is 
property owned by 
Vicky Browning Pike. 
It was approved by the 
Columbia City Council.

They gave second 
reading to an ordinance 
establishing a purchase 
procedure for the City 
of Columbia. They also 
gave second reading 
to an ordinance 
establishing a pay 
classification plan 
(this was updated for 

the Code Enforcement 
Officer position).

The Council approved 
a request from the 
Adair County Regional 
Jail Class D Facility for 
a surplus vehicle.

The Council gave 
first reading to an 
ordinance that will 
amend the time of 
the Council regular 
meetings from the first 
Monday at 6 p.m. to 
the first Monday at 5 
p.m.

They approved a 
request to advertise 
for SCBA units 
for the Columbia-
Adair County Fire 
Department. 

The Council approved 
the School Resource 
Officer Contract for the 

2025-2026 school year. 
(The city currently 
supplies three of the 
four officers in the 
school system).

The Council approved 
to file for FEMA public 
assistance. This was 
for two separate 
disaster declarations: 
FEMA 4964 and FEMA 
4975. One of these, 
FEMA 4975 has been 
approved for city 
application. (Will have 
the other approved if 
notified).

It was approved to 
apply for state funding 
for South Reed Street 
and Patricia Trail. 
More information will 
be available.

They set the ad 
valorem tax rate for this 

year. This is the eighth 
year that the rate has 
been lowered in the 
City of Columbia. In 
conjunction with this, 
the first reading of the 
tax rate was given.

They opened bids 
for advertisement for 
police vehicles for 
ABC (Alcohol Beverage 
Control) and police 
officer. No decision 
was made. Chief Evan 
Burton will review and 
report to the Council.

The Council voted 
to give Mayor Hoots 
permission to research 
and continue with 
possible funding for 
Rice Drive and Watson 
Street.

COLUMBIA, Ky. 
(August 5, 2025) - 
Kentucky State Police 
(KSP) Post 15 in 
Columbia would like 
to welcome Captain 
Jennifer Sandlin, a 22-
year KSP veteran, as the 
new Post Commander.

Captain Sandlin 
began her career in May 
2003 and graduated 
from the Kentucky 
State Police Academy 
in October 2003. After 
graduation, she served 
at Post 9 in Pikeville 
as a Trooper until 
February 2006, when 
she transferred to Post 
13 in Hazard. In August 
2010, Sandlin was 
promoted to Sergeant 
and assigned to Post 9 

in Pikeville, where she 
served as an Operations 
Sergeant and, later, 
an Investigations 
Sergeant. In November 
2013, she was promoted 
to Lieutenant and 
remained at Post 
9 in Pikeville. 
There, she served 
as the Investigative 
Lieutenant and was 
responsible for post-
level Detectives. In 
September 2015, 
Sandlin transitioned 
to the Operations 
Lieutenant position 
at Post 9 in Pikeville, 
where she was in charge 
of uniformed Troopers. 

By Kelly Wooley

Kelley’s General 
Store, formerly 
known as Hardscratch 
Grocery and one of the 
last remaining country 
stores in the area, has 
been forced to close 
until further notice 
following a serious 
accident on Sunday 
around noon.

According to reports, 
a vehicle struck 
the store, causing 
significant damage 
to the building and 
destroying the fuel 
pumps. The driver 
of the vehicle was 
transported to the 
hospital. No other 
injuries were reported.

The beloved country 
store, which has stood 
as a community staple 
since the 1930s, has 
been owned by the 
Kelley family for the 
past 11 years. Tim 
Kelley, who now 
operates the store, 
reflected on the 
emotional toll of the 
incident.

“I remember going 
in there as a kid with 
my grandpa to get a 
cold drink,” Kelley 
said. “This store holds 
so many childhood 
memories for me. My 
heart is broken from 
what happened, but 

See Post, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Damage, 
Cont. on Page A3


