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Attorney Douglas Hoots explained the court 
system to the members of the Columbia-Adair 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Roll Tribe! The ACMS Cheerleaders take on the 
regional championships in Elizabethtown.

The winners of the 5th Region KAPOS the ACMS 
Indians Cheer team.

Chamber welcomes 
guest speaker 

Douglas Hoots
Discusses upcoming 
holiday events
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The main subject of 
the recent meeting of the 
Columbia-Adair County 
Chamber of Commerce was 
a lecture by Douglas Hoots, 
who explained the basics of 
Kentucky’s Court System. 
Hoots was introduced by 
his older sister, Columbia’s 
Mayor Pamela Hoots, who 
gave a short review about 
the sports and professional 
career of her brother.

“The United States has 
a dual court system,” 
Douglas Hoots started 
his explanation, “it’s the 
federal and state courts. 
Both systems have similar 
types of courts. The federal 
court system has federal 
District Courts, US Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme 
Court. The state’s system 
has the State District 
Courts, Circuit Courts, a 
State Court of Appeals and 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court.”

Also Hoots mentioned 
the two types of cases, the 
criminal cases and the civil 

cases, which he described 
with different cases. Then 
he explained how laws 
come into effect with 
an example of a case he 
fought that went up to the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
He also gave examples of 
the differences between 
civil and criminal cases, 
which are handled by the 
District Courts and which 
by the Circuit Courts. At 
the end of Douglas Hoots’ 
presentation, every visitor 
got a handbook which 
described the court system 
in detail, and also had a big 
part with information about 
what to do when called into 
a jury.

Some announcements 
were made during the 
lunch, sponsored by DUO 
Broadband, by Ellen 
Zornes, who mentioned that 
“Treats on the Town” went 
very well with around 600 
kids plus parents. She also 
mentioned the upcoming 
Christmas Parade under 
the theme “A Magical 

By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Several points were 
on the agenda of Adair 
County’s Fiscal Court 
meeting on Tuesday which 
took more than two hours 
for the administrators and 
the magistrates to handle. 
The most important point 
for the visitors of the 
meeting was the decision 
about the moving of 
Squires Cemetery under 
“Other Business.” After a 
longer discussion the court 
decided, to the relief of the 
attending members of the 
Economical Development 
Authority (EDA), with five 
yes to three no votes, that 

the cemetery will be moved.
In the regular agenda 

the disbursements were 
mentioned and approved 
with $156,260, as were 
the necessary line to 
line transfers. The fund 
to fund transfers were 
all approved, as was the 
budget amendment in the 
amount $172,000, also 
the treasurer’s report was 
unanimously approved.

Other points in “Other 
Business” were the 
purchase of a new truck, 
where it was decided to 
advertise the intention to 
buy one, so far only one 

Court approves 
motion to move 

Squires Cemetery

ACMS Cheerleaders are 5th region KAPOS Champs
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The Adair County Middle 
School Cheer squad won 
the 5th Region KAPOS 
small division with an 
outstanding performance 

last Wednesday. Head 
coach Nicole Booher 
reports: “It was held  at 
John Hardin High school 
in Elizabethtown where we 
competed in the division 
of Small Varsity 2-1/2 
minute.” The group also 
won the award for Crowd 

Favorite. 
This win catapults the 

group into the next level 
Booher says, “Since we 
won, we will now compete 
at the State Championship 
tournament, which is 
December 16th and will be 
held in Corbin, Kentucky.”

Booher concluded that 
herself, along with assistant 
coach Alex McGaha and 
all of the cheerleaders 
are looking forward to 
showing the judges at State 
competition what they are 
made of. 

Some Gave All
Veterans honored at ACHS Veterans Day ceremony
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Veteran’s 
Day program at Adair 
County High School was 
another big success. After 
the Veterans entered the 
full John Burr Memorial 
Gym to Rory Feek’s song 
“Welcome Home” and were 
escorted to their seats by 
the ACHS Cadet Corps, the 
Color Guard brought in 
the American Flag (SSgt. 
Remington Huckaby), the 
Kentucky Flag (Cpl. Jay 
Burton), and the rifles (Cpl. 
Trent Bottoms and Cpl. 
Landen Wethington).

Following the flag 
ceremony, the National 
Anthem was performed by 
the ACHS Choir, the pledge 
spoken by Sgt. Dillon 
Godsey, and the welcome 
and invocation given by 
Cpl. Alex Pedro-Pablo, 
before SFC Gracie Janes 
read the poem “A Marine’s 
Promise.” Mark Willis’ 
song “Crazy Being Home” 

accompanied the Fallen 
Soldier Table ceremony, 
performed by SFC Brenton 
Billingsley and Cpl. Bryson 
Adams, the script read by 
Gracie Janes.

Next on the agenda was 

the etching presentation, 
introduced by Cadet Corps 
instructor Krystal Redmon, 
where five Vietnam soldiers 
from the region were 
remembered, who gave it 
all for our Country. SFC 

Brenton Billingsley talked 
about David Owen Biggs, 
SFC Gracie Janes about 

At the opening of the Veteran’s Day ceremony the former soldiers saluted 
to the flags.

See Veterans, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Chamber, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Shelby Hatcher Page A4!See Shelby Hatcher Page A4!

Walmart Holds Grand Reopening

Request for 
Annexation Brought 

to City Council

Fourth Annual 
Duck Derby Held in 

Columbia

National Day of 
Prayer

By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

On Friday May 2, 
many gathered at 
Walmart on Burkesville 
Road to be a part of 
the Grand Reopening 
event. Shaunda 
Soverly, Manager 
Walmart, welcomed 
everyone to the event 
and asked Bro. Steve 
Pescosolido, Trinity 
Church, to step to the 
podium and give the 
invocation. The Adair 
County High School 
JROTC presented the 
colors and “The Star-
Spangled Banner” 
was sung by the Adair 
County High School 
Choir under the 
direction of Kaleigh 
Foster.

Mayor Pam Hoots 
offered a welcome and 
spoke about Walmart’s 
history in Adair County 
beginning in 1984 
when the store first 
opened on Jamestown 

Street. Later, in 2008, 
they relocated to the 
current location on 
Burkesville Road. 
She offered gratitude 
for the valuable role 
Walmart plays in the 
community. Chief 
Evan Burton followed 
the mayor and also 
mentioned Walmart’s 
contributions to the 
community and said 
the “support and 
partnership with 
Columbia Police 
Department (CPD) is 
great.” He mentioned 
Walmart’s assistance 
with the CPD’s 
Christmas programs 
for families, children, 
and nursing home 
residents as well as 
Walmart providing 
donations for the 
department’s first aid 
kits. 

Ms. Soverly returned 
to the stage and smiled 
as she presented grants 
to three community 
organizations. The 

first check was given 
to Trinity Church. 
Bro. Pescosolido, 
Paula Garrison, and 
Ray Fluhr joined 
Ms. Soverly on stage 
to accept the check. 
Mr. Fluhr offered 
thanks from Trinity 
for Walmart’s support 
for their food pantry. 

Lisa Rosenthal and 
Charmaine Stewart, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from Friends of 
Wolf Creek National 
Fish Hatchery, went 
forward as Ms. Soverly 
announced the next 

By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

The City Council 
met on Monday May 
5. Mayor Pam Hoots 
called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. 
This was followed by 
a prayer, Pledge of 
Allegiance to the U.S. 
Flag, and approval of 
minutes from meeting 
held on April 7, 2025. 

Action items included 
an appointment 
to the Economic 
Development Board. 
The Council approved 
Mayor Hoots’ 
recommendation of 
Dr. Van Giles. 

During comments 
from the council, 
Hannah Peck extended 

By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

It rained and the 
location had to be 
moved just a short time 
before the race was to 
be held, but the 4th 
Annual Duck Derby 
continued as planned 
on Saturday May 3. 
Originally, the Duck 
Derby was to take place 
at McKinney Landing 
on South Highway 55, 
but due to rising waters 
it had to be moved. 
Mayor Hoots said she 
greatly appreciated Joe 
Lynn Barbee providing 
a place for the Duck 
Derby.

Prior to the event, 
ducks could be 
purchased for $5.00. 
According to Trey 
Stephens, a University 

of Louisville student 
who is assisting Mayor 
Hoots with select 
projects this summer, 
a total of 99 ducks were 
sold.

Officer Travis Bell 
and Master Magician 
Lance Burton dumped 
the ducks into the 
water and they were 
off and floating down 
Bull Run Creek to the 
finish line. Leader 
positions changed 
throughout the race 
and as Chief Burton 
said, it was a “neck and 
neck” finish. Members 
of the DeMolay group 
(Jaysen Byrd, Jacob 
Fugate, and Charlie 
Grant) along with 

By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

The second 
“Columbia Nights” 
for 2025 was held on 
May 2. Despite the 
rain, people attended 
to enjoy the variety 
of activities and 
socialization the event 
offers. Food trucks 
(Cindy’s Diner and 
Down Home Eats & 
Sweets) were set up in 
the City Parking Lot 
as well as Luxe Lemon 

being located at Gypsy-
JoLee Handmade 
Wholesale. A special 
event hosting several 
vendors was held at 313 
Maple in conjunction 
with Columbia 
Nights. Kentucky 
Derby decorations, 
food, and other items 
could be purchased at 
some shops. Multiple 
businesses participated 
and offered extended 
shopping hours to 
encourage people to 
shop local in Columbia.

By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

Adair County 
participated in the 
2025 National Day 
of Prayer on May 1. 
People gathered in 
front of the Annex 
building on the square 
at noon to be a part 
of the prayer service. 
Steve Pescosolido, 
Pastor Trinity Church, 
welcomed everyone 
and was then joined by 

Ms. LaVerne Reliford 
to lead the group 
singing “My Country 
tis of The.” Pastor 
Pescosolido shared 
with those attending 
that prayers would be 
given for seven specific 
groups including 
those in government 
positions; military; 
education; families; 

Ribbon Cutting.  Twenty plus years Walmart 
associates with ribbon left to right: Beth 
Henningsen, Shae Toney, David Jessie, Cindy 
Estes, Becky Spires, Twilla Phillips, Carmella 
Mings, Tammy Hadley, Beckie Spradlin, Vicki 
Clark, Melinda Alexander, Dena Hurt, and 
Cameron Garmon.

Left to right:  Dr. Ronald Rogers, Hannah Peck, 
Mark Harris, Tiffany Collins, Pam Hoots, Mike 
Harris, Sharon Payne, Craig Dean, and Rhonda 
Loy.

Police Officer Travis Bell and Lance Burton 
dumped the ducks into the creek.

Pastor Steve Pescosolido welcomed everyone to 
the 2025 National Day of Prayer event.

A table display from The Trendy Farmhouse.

See Walmart, 
Cont. on Page A8

See Derby, 
Cont. on Page A3

Despite Rain 
Many Attended 

Columbia Nights

See Prayer, 
Cont. on Page A3

See City, 
Cont. on Page A3


