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Large Crowd Enjoyed First Chamber Crawl
By Cathy Hoots Abell, 
Contributor

Early on Saturday 
morning, April 26, a large 
crowd started to gather on 
the campus of the Adair 
County Schools to take 
part in the first Columbia-
Adair County Chamber of 
Commerce Chamber Crawl, 
a 5K Fun Run/Walk. In 
front of the Adair County 
Elementary School, Stacey 
Biggs, Connie Devore, and 
Beth Owens were waiting 
eagerly to greet everyone, 
register individuals as 
needed, and hand out 
goody bags that included 
a T-shirt, race bibs with a 
unique identifier number, 
logo coaster, and other 
treats.

Around 8:00 a.m. Ellen 
Zornes, Chamber Executive 
Director, starting asking 
everyone to gather at the 

starting line to receive 
directions and information 
about the course. Mayor 
Pam Hoots was onsite to 
give the signal to start the 
race. Once this occurred, 
the racers were off and 
running/walking. Many 
anxiously awaited the first 
runner to come back in 
sight and cross the finish 
line. 

The first to cross the 
finish line was Bill Hillock, 
Adair County High School 
Girl’s Head Track Coach. 
Following Mr. Hillock, was 
Liam Hillock. The third 
runner to cross the finish 
line was Carter Albrektson.   

Ms. Zornes provided an 
official list of the overall 
and medallion winners 
for each category. These 
included:

 • Overall winner men’s 
division:  Bill Hillock

• Overall winner women’s 
division: Elizabeth Dudley

Age bracket medallion 
winners:

• Age 10 & Under: Mia 
Montoya

• Age 11-25: Liam Hancock, 
Carter Albrektson, Karla 
Manjarrez

• Age 26-49: Zack Proffitt, 
Elizabeth Madewell

• Age 50-69: Mike Everett, 
Donna Young

• Age 70 & Over: Phillip 

Grant, Judy Good
Forty-four individuals 

registered for the race. 
Stacey Biggs, TJ Health, 
who is a Chamber Board 
Member, said they were 
“thrilled” with the number 
of people that registered. 
She said it was a “great 
turnout for the first time”. 
Ms. Biggs said they have 
already starting talking 
about plans for next year.  

All 36 sponsor names 
were noted on the back 
of the logo T-shirt for the 
event.                    Ms. Zornes 
noted “Our inaugural 
Chamber Crawl was all 
we’d hoped for…and more! 
The weather was perfect 
and all our runners and 
walkers were so patient and 

complimentary. They also 
shared valuable suggestions 
for future races. Next year’s 
Chamber Crawl will be even 
better and we can’t wait.”  
The proceeds from the event 
will assist the Chamber in 
planning and executing 
various community events. 

Sharon Jessie marks the starting line for the 
course.

Left to right: Eli, Ethan, and Evan Franklin wait 
for their dad, Eddie Franklin, to finish the race.

Left to right: Stacey Biggs, Connie Devore, and 
Beth Owens were present at the registration 
table. 

Left to right: Alex Scholl and Zack Proffitt are 
ready to begin the race.

Left to right: Carlos Manjarrez, Vicente Santiz, 
Victor Deara, Guadalupe Manjarrez, and Karla 
Manjarrez were getting ready for the race.

Dwaine Barnett warming up for the race. Dwaine 
is a School Resource Officer in Monroe County. 
He is a retired State Police Officer from Post 15 in 
Columbia. He said he tries to run a race “once a 
month”. 

The overall female winner was Elizabeth Dudley. 
Pictured with Sharon Jessie. (Photo provided by 
Chamber.)

Bill Hillock, overall male winner, was the first to 
cross the finish line.

Left to right: Emily Hill and Tammy Edelen, 
representatives from KORT Physical Therapy, 
attended the event and provided water, bananas, 
lip balm, and bags. 

Mike Keltner and Raena Steele, Adair County 
Ambulance Service, were on standby. 

Chief Evan Burton helps with the event.

Time is drawing near to 
register to run for offices 
in the May 2026 primary. 
My new slogan for my 
campaign coming up is 
Progress for Adair (YES) 
Status Quo (NO)!

I have always been 
pro (EDA) without my 
Magistrates help, I might 
add. Seeds have been sown 
and some are sprouting. 
This is one reason I plan 
on running for Judge 
Executive again and am 
not freely willing to walk 

off until I see things in full 
bloom. 

Yes we have new 
glamorous bathrooms 
hopefully with all the latest 
automation (lights and auto 
flushing and polished brass 
fixtures) or should be for 
the astronomical cost. I had 
a quote for $47,000.00 for 
basic bathrooms but told 
the contractor to requote 
it  from the basic bathroom 
I had originally quoted 
so we could use the split-
face blocks like Mr. Coffey 

wanted. He requoted it with 
the same features awarded 
to another contractor(for a 
lot more) for $60,000.00. 
The picnic shelter and 
bathroom would have been 
joined with a rustic park 
look in my original plan.  

At the next Fiscal Court 
meeting Mr. Humphress 
stated we had talked about 
the bathrooms long enough 
and awarded it to Malone’s 
(Campbellsville) for 
$130,000.00. My opinion 
was this was $70,000.00 of 
wasteful spending that we 
could have used to update 
the Jim Blair building. 
Currently new ceiling 
insulation, led lights, and 
possibly a small kitchen on 
the gym side as needed.   

I am afraid this luxurious 
bathroom facility will 
attract drug dealers and 
serve as a homeless shelter. 
Why didn’t we just go 

ahead and put showers as 
an added attraction…by the 
way ARPA money/interest 
on ARPA (money that just 
fell out of the sky) was used 
for this playground project 
at the Jim Blair Center. 
Upon receiving this money 
the previous administration 
could not wait to spend it 
for election time in hopes 
of gaining votes. 

Allison Ball, our own 
Kentucky State Auditor 
advised against wasteful 
spending and she knows 
about the $70,000.00 
excess that was spent on 
the glamorous bathrooms. 
I will be keeping the 
20,000 Adair Countians 
informed of the negligence 
the Magistrates ignore! 
Like the almost three and 
half pallets of blocks that 
were over ordered and 
mysteriously walked off 
from the Jim Blair Center 

they don’t want anyone to 
know about. 

Again, it is time to start 
looking for common sense 
and progress for Adair 
County in this next election. 
I am still upset about 
Magistrate Flatt, Magistrate 
Reeder, and Magistrate 
Coffey wanting me to fire 
my Deputy Judge Executive 
Bridget Compton, who also 
takes care of solid waste for 
the county as Solid Waste 
Coordinator, and Road 
Administrative Assistant. 
She also takes all requests 
that come in by phone and 
has helped step in to help 
the County Treasurer to 
fill the void of the Finance 
Officer with purchase 
orders. 

Deputy Compton and 
I received word just this 
week from James Comer’s 
office that Adair County 
has received a $50,000.00 

in federal grant money to 
rewire the Annex building 
that would have eventually 
come out of the taxpayers 
pocket. A lot of hard work 
was put into obtaining this 
grant with almost a year of 
training, zoom meetings, 
classes, and many hours 
of work completed on 
weekends and after work 
hours by Ms. Compton 
to get this grant for the 
County. What would have 
happened if I had fired her? 
They did not want any help 
for me or for me to succeed 
at anything. 

I will talk in the next 
article about the other half 
a percent occupational tax 
that is needed for Adair 
County and its residents 
that was shot down by the 
Magistrates at the last 
meeting.
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A Duel in Columbia, 
1850—

One of the episodes covered in the recent “Shot, Stabbed,
Hanged and More” walking tour of the Public Square in
Columbia: 

The Burton-Settle Duel of 1850—A disagreement
between merchant B.F. Settle and J.D. “Diblow” Burton
escalated to such intensity that a duel was scheduled, with
seconds William H. Saunders for Settle and Creed Hancock
for Burton a part of the showdown at the “seminary.” 

The following article appeared in the Adair County News
122 years ago—July 3, 1901—but the events related therein
occurred some 51 years earlier. The author, Patrick Henry
Bridgewater, was a lad of fifteen or sixteen summers when
he witnessed the duel that wasn’t. The “old seminary” most
likely referred to the Robertson Academy, which operated
for about 25 years during the early part of the 19th century
at the top of High Street.

Mr. Bridgewater related: “In 1850 I was living in
Columbia, doing business for Scott & Settle dry goods
merchants. During that year my employer, B.F. Settle,
and J.D. Burton, better known as Diblow Burton, had a
difficulty, the particulars of which were in this way—
Burton accused Settle of forging his name to a note for one
hundred dollars.

“Settle denied, but Burton persisted in his accusation and
the parties met several times on the streets and perhaps
there would have been blood shed but for the interference
of friends; but the enmity didn’t relax between them, so it
finally culminated in a challenge sent by Settle to Burton,
which was accepted by the latter and the place of meeting
was fixed and the weapons agreed on, which were squirrel
rifles and revolvers, and the seconds chosen.

“William H. Saunders acted as second to Settle and Creed
Hancock to Burton, and the late Isaac Caldwell, [native
son of Columbia and later] of Louisville, loaded the guns.
The act not being legal and a violation of the Statutes of
Kentucky, the matter was tried to be kept secret from the
public.

“One morning I went up to the old jail yard well [present
day Stotts-Phelps-McQueary Funeral Home], very early,
for a bucket of water. I saw a crowd of men going very fast
in the direction of the old seminary—I knew their mission.

“I left the bucket of water and hastened on to the scene
of action. When I arrived on the field the combatants
were in position with rifles in hand and the seconds were
arranging to give the word for the fatal shots, whilst the
combatants stood in death like silence and without motion
from the body, waiting for the word to be given.

“Finally the word was given and Burton, being quicker
on the trigger than Settle, pulled first, but the gun failed
to discharge its contents. Settle stepped back a few steps
and said, ‘Stop, stop!’ Both men still kept their positions
waiting bravely and calmly for the second word to fire,
but before the word was given to fire again, Henry Miller,
acting deputy sheriff under his father, Clayton Miller,
arrived on the ground and arrested both parties, so ended
the much looked for duel.

“Settle left Columbia soon after and went to Danville,
Ky., and from there to California and I was told helped
form and make the Constitution of the State of California.

“Burton went to Burkesville, Ky., and practiced law,
or rather, tried to practice. He never did succeed in
the profession, at the bar. He went from Burkesville to
Louisville and got a position in a wholesale boot and shoe
house and died there.

“Time has wrought a great change in the citizens of
Columbia since that time...I can recall but few persons now
surviving who lived there fifty years ago [1850]: William.
H. Walker, Lewis Triplett, William. Stuart, J.D. Murrell,
John and Robert Eubank, Mrs. Gum [Montgomery]
Russell, Mrs. Jo Burton, [and] Mrs. C.J. Taylor... [whereas
the others] have all left Columbia, most of them have gone
to that country from whence no traveler ever returneth. -
P.H. Bridgewater, Cane Valley”

November is turkey month, but I’m very glad our 
founding fathers accept Benjamin Franklin’s idea of 
making the turkey our nation bird. Wise men that they 
were they selected instead the Bald Eagle with his highly 
visible white head.

We almost lost him through neglect and ignorance of 
natural food chains. It was with awe several years back on 
a Sunday morning while having breakfast at the state park 
when one flew by the windows. Later I spotted a youngster 
(still had brown feathers) flying up a slew near our home. 
The Bald Eagle since then has staged a return to the wild 
for future generations to observe and love.

The famous “Old Able” was a young chicklet rescued by 
a Chippewa chief, Big Sky. Abe was traded to Daniel and 
Margaret McCranns for a bushel of corn. The eagle became 
a family pet who responded to music by dancing and 
fluttering his wings. Mr. McCranns wanted to contribute 

to the Civil War effort though he himself had suffered a 
childhood accident which prevented him from enlisting. 
He sold Abe to a Union military company for $2.50, who 
changed their name to the Eagles in honor of the new 
mascot.

While the company band was playing “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,” Abe became excited. He grabbed a corner of 
the flag in his beak and flapped his wings. This act was 
witnessed by a reporter for a local newspaper and Abe was 
declared a good omen for the Union Army.

Old Able traveled over 14,000 miles during the years 
between 1861 and 1864. He road into over 30 battles on 
a special made shield painted with the “Stars and Strips.” 
He survived two near misses in battles that today would 
have earned him a Purple Heart to retire from the army. 
His new home was in the basement of the Capitol Building 
in Madison, Wisconsin where during his tenure as an 
honored veteran of the war he attended reunions, fund-
raises, and political events including the 1868 Republican 
Convention when Ulysses S. Grant was nominated for 
president.

His most famous appearance was at the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. Reports from the event 
mention more people visited the famous eagle than did 
those who came to view a new invention by Alexander G. 
Bell – the telephone.

Abe died in 1881 from the effects of smoke inhalation 
after a small fire in the Capital building. Later his 
taxidermied remains were also destroyed by fire. Today 
Abe’s legacy lives on as his likeness is the emblem of the 
101st Airborne Division – The Screaming Eagles.

Attending the Kentucky Counseling Association Annual 
Conference in Louisville is the most affirming event every 
year, for 30 years now. From arrival to the end, former 
students and dear friends hugged and loved me - Blessed 
Beyond Measure!

In 2001, the Lindsey Wilson College Counseling programs 
went to Eastern Kentucky. I taught in London, Jackson, 
Hazard, Cumberland, Prestonsburg, and Ashland. Those 
former students are now leading professionals in the 
counseling field. I love to hear their success stories and 
how grateful they are that we came to eastern Kentucky, so 
they had the opportunity for education and a different life. 
With that opportunity, they have achieved great things. 

A counselor from Prestonsburg called out, “Dr. Bryant”, 

and came over to me. She related the story of working 
in a coal mine and heard a radio advertisement that the 
counseling programs were coming. She said she went the 
register, and her first class was with me. “After that class, 
I knew I could do this” and stated she would forever be 
grateful “because I would still be working in that coal mine 
if you hadn’t come (knowing her, she would have done 
something else).” 

Teaching in eastern Kentucky was a time of sacrifice 
because while teaching on the Columbia campus during 
the week, driving to and teaching in eastern Kentucky on 
weekends. That is why we teach – to change lives. How 
affirming!

I am fortunate to have had the opportunity to touch so 
many lives for 20 years. The conference Opening Speaker 
was introducing me as the person that gave him his first 
teaching opportunity. In your mind, you remember all this 
happened, yet when others remember, it’s so affirming to 
be reminded how it affected the lives of so many. 

As I reach the closing years of this career, I am ever so 
grateful for the time I have served caring for so many. 
Whatever you do to love and guide people in this life, 
comes back to you in abundance. I am humbled and 
blessed beyond measure.  

Remember my Friends and Readers, embrace these 
Words, Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of others”.

Love God and All People.  

Fellow Adair Countians,
It’s been an eventful week so far, and I have been giving 

thoughtful consideration to several conversations that 
I have had with members of the Court since Tuesday’s 
Fiscal Court meeting…some conversations have been 
quite heated, but it’s good to lay it all out sometimes!  I’ve 
been thinking about why this Court has fought me on just 
about everything I have tried to do, whether it’s making 
appointments to positions, proposing a plan for more 
revenue, or sharing my vision to improve our community, 
in general.   

Here’s what I have come up with: When it comes to my 
office, I believe I should be afforded the opportunity to 
have people working for me that will support my vision 
and who will work with me, not against me. I think any 
CEO would want that. Imagine this: A company hires a 
CEO. The CEO is not allowed to build his/her team with 
people who share the vision the CEO has for the company. 
The Board members of the company work against the 
CEO, and oftentimes go around the CEO altogether 
working with attorneys and accountants to maneuver 
the company in a way the CEO doesn’t approve of. The 
CEO is held accountable for the company’s performance 
and health. At the end of the day, the CEO has very little 
control of anything, yet is responsible for everything. In 
this scenario, I am the CEO and you, the taxpayers, are the 
company.   

With that scenario in mind, each of the employees 
in my office serve “at the Judge’s pleasure”; and I was 
approached months before I took office about whether I 
was going to keep everyone.  With me being brand new 
and not knowing about the workings of that office, in 
particular, I chose to keep everyone. But after 11 months, I 
think I deserve to spend my next 3 years with people in my 
office that support my vision for Adair County.  

This week, the thing I am being blamed for the most is 

the lack of implementation of the occupational tax due to 
not having someone to administer it. If you recall, I have 
been trying for months to make an appointment; then they 
wanted me to advertise for the position; I have given in to 
allowing the magistrates to call the shots on whether the 
person would be an appointment or a county employee, and 
also deciding whether it would be part-time or full-time. 
I gave them all that…and they still have delayed at every 
turn. Two magistrates stated that they had an application 
that was submitted. Applications are supposed to come to 
the CJE, but I hadn’t been given this application. This is 
just one example that shows, more often than not, I am left 
out of the loop. A few are trying to run the show without 
my involvement at all. That’s not what the people voted 
for. If these magistrates want control of the daily business 
of the county, I encourage them to run in the next election. 
Work for this seat. It’s easy to stand back and criticize and 
ridicule; but it’s quite different to be the one coming up 
with the proposals, brainstorming about how to keep the 
County from drowning financially, or how to strategically 
improve the bottom line while, at the same time, providing 
services and opportunities to the community.  

I had a plan for a single employee to do the finance 
officer job as well as get us started on the occupational 
tax job (which is part-time for now). The employee agreed 
to do it. This was going to save the County over $5,000 
and not require the payment of another set of benefits. But 
since it was my idea, it was turned down. The Court has 
refused to pay my Deputy a “reasonable” salary for all she 
is doing. Previous Deputies performed multiple job duties 
and it was seen as a “win”. But since the Judge is different, 
all of the sudden, that scenario isn’t acceptable.   

One thing I will be doing in the near future is starting 
a call log for the “Concerns of the People”.  When anyone 
calls my office, his/her name will be taken, along with 
contact information. The concern and the district he/she 
lives in will also be recorded. That data will be given to 
the respective magistrates once per month, at a minimum, 
so that you know, as a taxpayer, that your magistrate 
has heard your concern (if it comes through the Judge’s 
office). I have had numerous calls requesting chip and 
seal for multiple roads. I have had even more calls about 
illegal dumps and trash. These calls will be logged and 
used as data to support the spending of your tax dollars. 
This office needs to work more for the people and NOT 
just against me. Maybe if the data speaks, the Court will 
be forced to listen.  

Your Judge,
Larry Russell Bryant

Old Abe

Blessed Beyond Measure 


