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could be seen wiping 
tears from her eyes. 

Donzale Ennis said 
she was excited about 
continuing to cheer at LWC 
and also noted she would 
be majoring in nursing. 
Marque Hicks said “I am 
happy that Dad’s able to 
sign me on”. She noted 
she would be minoring in 
science. Zowi Martin said 
she was excited to sign 
with all her friends and to 

continue her family’s legacy 
at LWC. Zowi said her 
mother, sister, brother, and 
dad all regarding LWC. She 
said she plans to major in 
“sustainability and minor 
in art” 

Allie Murphy said she was 
“incredibly grateful for the 
opportunity” and is “excited 
to start the journey”. She 
said she has not yet selected 
a major.  Seth Murphy said 
he was “very excited to 

see what the future may 
hold”. He plans to major in 
nursing. 

Cheer coach Julie 
McQueary said it was a 
“bittersweet” day.  She 
said she would miss them, 
but was glad to see them 
continue to cheer. Coach 
McQueary said she was 
hopeful they would come 
back and perform at an 
ACHS event.

On April 16, 2025, Natalie 
Bardin participated in 
interviews and gave an 
election speech in front of 
thousands of state FBLA 
members and was elected 
FBLA (Future Business 
Leaders of America) State 
President by her peers. 
Natalie is the first student 
from Adair County to 
be elected FBLA State 
President. But the hard 
work to achieve this goal 
began way before elections. 
Natalie has been hard at 
work this past year as the 
FBLA Region 2 President. 

  As FBLA Region 2 
President, under the 
advisement of FBLA Adair 
County Chapter Advisor, 
Mr. JR Thompson- business 
teacher at ACHS - Natalie 
showed true leadership 
in leading members to 
ensure that the goals of 
the organization were 
met effectively. Natalie 
represented her peers in 
Region 2 at the state level, 
advocating for the interests 
of local chapters and leading 
initiatives that promote 
business education. This 
position requires strong 
leadership skills, must 
encourage fellow members, 
facilitate communication 
between chapters, and 
organize events that foster 
professional business 
education. 

Natalie also planned 
and executed regional 
conferences, where 
members participated in 
workshops, competitions, 
and networked while 
keeping members’ best 

interest in the forefront 
helping members excel in 
business education. 

  But in the 2025 -2026 
school year, Natalie’s 
leadership role will grow 
tremendously when she 
begins leading the entire 
state FBLA organization. 
Natalie will continue to be 
strongly supported by Mr. 
JR Thompson.   She will be 
collaborating with regional 
presidents, attending all 
regional conferences, serve 
as a voting delegate at 
the National Leadership 
Conference (NLC) in 
Anaheim, CA, preparing an 
annual report for the NLC, 
serving on the state FBLA 

executive council, and 
implementing recruitment 
strategies to grow the 
organization while keeping 
the organization’s members 
and their needs in the 
forefront as her top priority.

With her proven 
dedication and work ethic, 
there is no doubt Natalie 
will successfully lead FBLA 
members at the state level. 
Congratulations and good 
luck to Natalie! We look 
forward to seeing you 
rise above and beyond 
expectations to lead KY 
FBLA toward the brightest 
future!

Front row left to right:  Seth Murphy, Allie Murphy, Marque Hicks, Donzale 
Ennis, and Zowi Martin sign for LWC. Back row left to right: Assistant ACHS 
Cheer Coach Nicole Booher, LWC Cheer Coach Damon Hicks, and ACHS 
Cheer Coach Julie McQueary watch as the five sign.

Natalie Bardin.

Family members along with signees. Front row left to right:  Seth Murphy, 
Allie Murphy, Marque Hicks, Donzale Ennis, and Zowi Martin. Back row left 
to right: Derrick Murphy, Jessica Murphy, Erin Pineur, Coach Damon Hicks, 
Sondra Golden-Hicks, Erica Grider, and Jodi Martin.  

Natalie Bardin named FBLA 
State President


