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Attorney Douglas Hoots explained the court 
system to the members of the Columbia-Adair 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Roll Tribe! The ACMS Cheerleaders take on the 
regional championships in Elizabethtown.

The winners of the 5th Region KAPOS the ACMS 
Indians Cheer team.

Chamber welcomes 
guest speaker 

Douglas Hoots
Discusses upcoming 
holiday events
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The main subject of 
the recent meeting of the 
Columbia-Adair County 
Chamber of Commerce was 
a lecture by Douglas Hoots, 
who explained the basics of 
Kentucky’s Court System. 
Hoots was introduced by 
his older sister, Columbia’s 
Mayor Pamela Hoots, who 
gave a short review about 
the sports and professional 
career of her brother.

“The United States has 
a dual court system,” 
Douglas Hoots started 
his explanation, “it’s the 
federal and state courts. 
Both systems have similar 
types of courts. The federal 
court system has federal 
District Courts, US Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme 
Court. The state’s system 
has the State District 
Courts, Circuit Courts, a 
State Court of Appeals and 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court.”

Also Hoots mentioned 
the two types of cases, the 
criminal cases and the civil 

cases, which he described 
with different cases. Then 
he explained how laws 
come into effect with 
an example of a case he 
fought that went up to the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
He also gave examples of 
the differences between 
civil and criminal cases, 
which are handled by the 
District Courts and which 
by the Circuit Courts. At 
the end of Douglas Hoots’ 
presentation, every visitor 
got a handbook which 
described the court system 
in detail, and also had a big 
part with information about 
what to do when called into 
a jury.

Some announcements 
were made during the 
lunch, sponsored by DUO 
Broadband, by Ellen 
Zornes, who mentioned that 
“Treats on the Town” went 
very well with around 600 
kids plus parents. She also 
mentioned the upcoming 
Christmas Parade under 
the theme “A Magical 

By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Several points were 
on the agenda of Adair 
County’s Fiscal Court 
meeting on Tuesday which 
took more than two hours 
for the administrators and 
the magistrates to handle. 
The most important point 
for the visitors of the 
meeting was the decision 
about the moving of 
Squires Cemetery under 
“Other Business.” After a 
longer discussion the court 
decided, to the relief of the 
attending members of the 
Economical Development 
Authority (EDA), with five 
yes to three no votes, that 

the cemetery will be moved.
In the regular agenda 

the disbursements were 
mentioned and approved 
with $156,260, as were 
the necessary line to 
line transfers. The fund 
to fund transfers were 
all approved, as was the 
budget amendment in the 
amount $172,000, also 
the treasurer’s report was 
unanimously approved.

Other points in “Other 
Business” were the 
purchase of a new truck, 
where it was decided to 
advertise the intention to 
buy one, so far only one 

Court approves 
motion to move 

Squires Cemetery

ACMS Cheerleaders are 5th region KAPOS Champs
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The Adair County Middle 
School Cheer squad won 
the 5th Region KAPOS 
small division with an 
outstanding performance 

last Wednesday. Head 
coach Nicole Booher 
reports: “It was held  at 
John Hardin High school 
in Elizabethtown where we 
competed in the division 
of Small Varsity 2-1/2 
minute.” The group also 
won the award for Crowd 

Favorite. 
This win catapults the 

group into the next level 
Booher says, “Since we 
won, we will now compete 
at the State Championship 
tournament, which is 
December 16th and will be 
held in Corbin, Kentucky.”

Booher concluded that 
herself, along with assistant 
coach Alex McGaha and 
all of the cheerleaders 
are looking forward to 
showing the judges at State 
competition what they are 
made of. 

Some Gave All
Veterans honored at ACHS Veterans Day ceremony
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Veteran’s 
Day program at Adair 
County High School was 
another big success. After 
the Veterans entered the 
full John Burr Memorial 
Gym to Rory Feek’s song 
“Welcome Home” and were 
escorted to their seats by 
the ACHS Cadet Corps, the 
Color Guard brought in 
the American Flag (SSgt. 
Remington Huckaby), the 
Kentucky Flag (Cpl. Jay 
Burton), and the rifles (Cpl. 
Trent Bottoms and Cpl. 
Landen Wethington).

Following the flag 
ceremony, the National 
Anthem was performed by 
the ACHS Choir, the pledge 
spoken by Sgt. Dillon 
Godsey, and the welcome 
and invocation given by 
Cpl. Alex Pedro-Pablo, 
before SFC Gracie Janes 
read the poem “A Marine’s 
Promise.” Mark Willis’ 
song “Crazy Being Home” 

accompanied the Fallen 
Soldier Table ceremony, 
performed by SFC Brenton 
Billingsley and Cpl. Bryson 
Adams, the script read by 
Gracie Janes.

Next on the agenda was 

the etching presentation, 
introduced by Cadet Corps 
instructor Krystal Redmon, 
where five Vietnam soldiers 
from the region were 
remembered, who gave it 
all for our Country. SFC 

Brenton Billingsley talked 
about David Owen Biggs, 
SFC Gracie Janes about 

At the opening of the Veteran’s Day ceremony the former soldiers saluted 
to the flags.

See Veterans, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Chamber, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3
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Mayor Pamela Hoots prepares to deliver the 
Academic Month proclamation in ACES library.

March 2025 
Proclaimed Academic 

Recognition Month
By Dennis Crump, 
Editor

Mayor Pamela 
Hoots recognized 
the academic teams 
of Adair County’s 
schools on March 18, 
with the following 
proclamation:

“Whereas, the city of 

Columbia would like to 
recognize students in 
the local school system 
for their academic 
achievements, 

Whereas we want 
to acknowledge the 
honors received by 

R I C H M O N D , 
KY. - On March 13, 
Gov. Andy Beshear 
announced that 39 
law enforcement 
officers from 
agencies across the 
commonwealth have 
graduated from the 
Kentucky Department 
of Criminal Justice 
Training’s (DOCJT) 
basic training 
academy. Among these 
officers is Emily Wall 
of the Adair County 
Sherriff’s Office. 
Wall and her fellow 
graduates completed 
more than 800 hours 
of training designed to 
strengthen the safety 
of the commonwealth’s 
citizens These law 
enforcement officers 
have now returned 
home to serve and 
protect Kentucky 
and create safer 
communities.

“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
for achieving the 
first step in your law 
enforcement career 
and obtaining the 
critical training 
necessary to perform 
your duties safely 
and effectively,” said 
Gov. Andy Beshear. 
“Your impact on the 
security and wellbeing 
of Kentucky families 
is immeasurable, and 
First Lady Britainy 
Beshear and I are 
grateful for what you 
do to protect us all.”

DOCJT is committed 
to providing officers 
with best practices, 
the latest technology 
training and legal 
information to 
protect the diverse 
communities they 

By Dennis Crump, 
Editor

At 10 a.m. on March 
14, at Adair County 
High School (ACHS), 

Easton Jessie sat at a 
table in the school’s 
library and signed his 

Emily Wall Completes 
Criminal Justice 

Training in Richmond

Adair County athlete Easton Jessie sat at a table 
in the school’s library having signed his letter 
of intent to play football for Gardner-Webb 
University. Pictured here, left to right are Carson 
Jessie (Easton’s brother), Stacy Jessie (Easton’s 
mother), ACHS 2025 Quarterback Easton Jessie, 
Jeff Jessie (Easton’s father) and Drake Jessie 
(Easton’s brother).

ACHS Athlete 
Easton Jessie 

Signs with GWU

See March, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Jessie, 
Cont. on Page A3
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Indians Headed Back to Rupp!
By Kelly Wooley, 
Sports Coordinator 

In a thrilling 
showdown on Tuesday 
night, the Indians 
walked into the Roby 
Dome in Marion 
County, ready for the 
championship game of 
the 5th Region against 
North Hardin. The 
final score? A decisive 
62-48 victory, securing 
back-to-back regional 
championships for the 
Indians.

From the start, 
the energy in the air 
was palpable. The 
bleachers overflowed 
with Indian fans, the 
student section buzzed 
with excitement, and 
the Mini Wigwam was 
hyped. The nerves 
were high, but the 
players were locked in 

with one goal on their 
minds: victory.

As the game tipped 
off, fans knew this 
would be one to 
remember. It had the 
makings of a nail-biter, 

keeping spectators on 
the edge of their seats.

Connor Loy, who 
needed just 12 points 
to hit the 3,000-point 
milestone of his career, 
did not disappoint. 

He surpassed the 
mark, finishing with 
17 points, 5 rebounds, 
and 7 assists. His 
performance was 
nothing short of 
exceptional.

Lane Grant also 
delivered, contributing 
12 points and 3 steals. 
Isaiah Cochran had 
a strong showing 
with 11 points, 10 
rebounds, 3 assists, 

and 1 block. Dawson 
Gilbert added 11 points 
and 2 rebounds, while 
Brayton Coomer 
contributed 9 points, 4 
rebounds, and 1 steal. 
Carter White chipped 
in with 2 points.

With this win, the 
Indians are now 
headed to the Sweet 
Sixteen at Rupp Arena 
in Lexington, where 
they will take on their 
next opponent on 
Wednesday, March 26, 
at 10:00 a.m. cst.

Indian fans, it’s time 
to show up in full force! 
Come out, be proud, be 
loud, and wear your 
red. The journey isn’t 
over yet—back-to-
back champions, and 
the road to victory 
continues.

The Adair County Indians and Adair County High School Cheerleaders gather to celebrate the 5th 
Region win over North Hardin.

See Wall, 
Cont. on Page A4


