
Have you ever looked at 
your dog and wondered 
what goes on in their mind?  
I do that often.  I sometimes 
wish they could tell me 
what their life was like 
before they came here.  We 
have a German Shepherd 
mix named Padme.  She 
came from the shelter.  She 
wasn’t adjusting well in 
the environment, and they 
asked if I could take her in.

She was thin and 

frightened.  The first few 
days she stayed inside, 
never going far from the 
front porch.  Then one day 
she ventured out onto the 
lawn and into the wading 
pool.  She started settling 
in but just a little at a 
time.  She trusted me but 
was wary of strangers.  She 
started putting on weight 
and loved it when I pet her.  
Whenever I would reach 
towards her neck she would 

crouch down, worried that 
I would hit her.  She has 
scars on her back legs as if 
she might have been caught 
in a snare.  She’s been with 
us since 2017 and here 
she’ll stay.  She loves and 
trusts me, and I won’t let 
her down.

One dog that I really wish 
could talk is Bandit.  He’s 
a Corgi/Border Collie mix.  
He came to us in January 
of 2021 from Lexington 
wearing a muzzle.  He was 
six years old.  His owner 
said he had bitten her niece, 
and she wasn’t the first.  
She said she’d had enough.  
When she had called to 
surrender him, he sounded 
innocent enough to me, 
plus I couldn’t imagine that 
a Corgi and Border Collie 
mix could be mean.  He 
would be a challenge.

At first, he seemed 
harmless.  That was until 
we put him in a crate, then 
he turned into a piranha.  
He lashed out, teeth bared, 

trying to bite my fingers as 
I latched the crate.  He was 
furious, leaping at the crate 
door, barking and snarling.    

He would eat in the crate 
and when he was finished, I 
would let him out.  He would 
stroll around, lurking, but 
never would try to attack.  
That was unless you headed 
towards the door.  He 
would try to bite me, and I 
would be afraid.  More than 
once, he cornered me.  I 
usually carry a whiffle ball 
bat.  I call it crowd control.  
It doesn’t hurt but sounds 
like it does.  That’s usually 
enough for a normal dog 
to behave.  Not Bandit.  He 
would grab the bat, pull it 
from my hands, and shake 
it.  Nothing would make 
him back down.

I have worked with him, 
showing him I’m not afraid 
of him.  After four years we 
have made a truce.  He will 
get into a crate, and I will 
give him a treat.  Even after 
four years, he still goes 
crazy when you try to latch 
the door.  If I am going out, 
I point to a crate, and he 
willingly jumps in.  Same 
reaction every time I try to 
shut the door.  

I have made some 
progress.  When he is in 
the crate, I can open the 
door and take his dish out, 
without any problem.  When 
I give the dogs cookies, he 
will sit pretty, paws tucked 
in and gently take a treat 
from my hand.  He is still 
not to be trusted around 
anyone else.

If Bandit was at any other 
shelter, he would have been 
euthanized a long time ago.  
I wish he could tell me why 
he reacts so badly when 
the door is shut.  My only 
thought is that someone 
teased or tortured him 
when he was in a crate.  I 
wish I could make him 
understand that he’s not in 
danger.

So many of the dogs here 
are a mystery.  A friend had 
an animal communicator 
come to her farm to talk to 
her dogs and invited friends 
to bring their dogs.  She was 
amazed at the results.  She 
has a dog named Godzilla 
that she adopted from me.  
The communicator talked 
to another one of her dogs.  

This dog told her that he 
didn’t like the dog with the 
funny name.  

Heath, my Aussie, has a 
way of looking at me that 
makes me wonder what 
he’s thinking.  Sometimes I 
feel he can see inside me.  I 
know he senses my feelings, 
and he does anything he 
can to relate to me.  

The next time you 
wish your dog could talk 
remember this: “If animals 
could speak, mankind 
would weep.” - Anthony 
Douglas

Just a reminder: This 
Sunday is the major 
sporting event of the world 
– the Puppy Bowl!  Don’t 
miss it.
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A belated thank you to 
our veterans.  My father 
served in the Seabees in 
World War II.  My mother’s 
first husband was a Captain 
and a tank driver.  He lost 
his life in World War II.  
My cousin, Mike, served in 
Vietnam.  

I learned of a horse that 
was a war hero in the Korean 
War.  She was owned by a 
stable boy at a racetrack 
in Seoul.  His sister had 
stepped on a land mine 
and lost her leg.  A marine, 
Lieutenant Pedersen 
offered the boy $250 for the 
horse, which would pay for 
the girl’s prosthetic leg.

The mare was not going 
to race, but instead to 
carry a recoilless rifle 
and ammunition.  The 
rifle was six feet long and 
weighed over a hundred 
pounds.  It took three or 
four Marines to carry it 
across the battlefields.  It 
was necessary, because that 
rifle, which the soldiers 
nicknamed “reckless,” 
could fire a 75 mm shell 
thousands of yards with 
surgical-like precision.

The mare was named 
“Sergeant Reckless” and 
she was sent to boot camp.  
There were a number of 
men in the unit who knew 
horses, and they trained the 
horse to carry the gun and 
nine of the heavy 24-pound 
shells.  They also taught 
her to lie down when under 
fire, avoid barbed wire and 
crouch in foxholes.  She 
would run for cover when 
there was incoming fire.

No soldier was allowed 
Reckless because she 
was too valuable of an 
asset to risk injuring her.  
Sergeant Reckless served 
in many battles during 
the Korean War.  Her role 
and responsibilities grew 
beyond hauling the heavy 

recoilless rifle.  She carried 
supplies and ammunition 
to dangerous outposts, and 
carried wounded soldiers 
from the battlefield to 
safety.

One of the most storied 
battles of the Korean War, 
the Battle for Outpost 
Vegas, saw over a thousand 
American soldiers and 
twice as many Chinese 
soldiers killed in three days 
of fighting. In one single 
day of the battle, Sergeant 
Reckless made over 50 trips 
across rice paddies and up 
steep mountain trails to 
the front lines and back. At 
first, she would make the 
trek with a Marine leading 
her, but after casualties 
grew so great that the 
Marines couldn’t spare 
any extra hands, Reckless 
made the trips on her own 
without any Marine, save 
for the occasional wounded 
laid across her back. She 
was wounded twice, hit 
both above her eye and 
in her left flank. Yet she 
continued to make the trip 
back and forth while under 
fire and without any urging 
by a human being.

Reckless slept in the 
Marines’ tents and dined 
with them in the mess hall. 
Proving that she had an 
iron stomach that matched 
her steely determination, 
Reckless ate bacon, 
scrambled eggs, and coffee 
for breakfast.  She liked to 
snack on candy bars and 
Coca-Cola—not to mention 
hats, blankets and poker 
chips. “It was crazy what 
she ate,” Hutton says. 
“She had this wonderful 
sturdy constitution and 
disposition.”

Reckless wasn’t against 
downing a couple of cold 
ones with her fellow 
Marines, either. In fact, on 
the day after an armistice 

silenced the guns over 
Korea, the horse was seen 
staggering around camp 
after perhaps having one 
too many the night before 
when celebrating with 
the platoon. (Fittingly, an 
Illinois brewery now serves 
a Sgt. Reckless American 
pale ale.)

Sergeant Reckless was 
written about back home in 
the Saturday Evening Post, 
and the public grew to love 
the horse. At the conclusion 
of the war, Reckless’ fans 
in America lobbied to bring 
her back to the United 
States. An executive at 
Pacific Transport Lines was 
so moved by the story that 
he offered to transport her 
to San Francisco on one of 
his ships for free. Once in 
America, she lived at Camp 
Pendleton and was treated 
as a hero. More than just 
the only horse ever made a 
sergeant in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, she was also awarded 
two Purple Hearts, a Marine 
Corps Good Conduct 
Medal, a Presidential 
Unit Citation with bronze 
star, the National Defense 
Service Medal, a Korean 
Service Medal, the United 
Nations Korea Medal, a 
Navy Unit Commendation, 
and a Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation. 
She would wear these 
awards on her horse 
blanket, plus a French 
Fourragere that the 5th 
Marines earned in World 
War I.   She died at Camp 
Pendleton in 1968.

The Kentucky Horse Park 
felt that Reckless deserved 
a spot on their grounds. The 
one they picked out was on a 
knoll overlooking the park.  

Funds were raised to bring 
a monument of Reckless to 
Kentucky.  The statue was 
dedicated at the Kentucky 
Horse Park in May 2018. 

The engraving reads, “She 
wasn’t a horse. She was a 
marine.”
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Carleen George

Elaine Krizan

Lillie Duvall

Rodney Dale Reynolds

Carleen George, age 68, 
of Russell Springs, Ky passed 
away Thursday, November 09 
2023 at UK Hospital.

She was born on Tuesday, 
July 19, 1955, in Somerset, Ky.

She was the daughter of 
Adelyne Ashbrook Smith and 
Burvel “B. G.” Smith, who 
have preceded her in death.

Survivors also include her 
husband Jimmy George of 
Russell Springs, Ky; two 
brothers Michael Smith, 
spouse Ruth, of Norwood 
Ohio, Clinton Smith, of Russell 
Springs Ky.

She is survived by a special 
niece, Melinda Stephens 

and a host of nieces and 
nephews as well as a special 
friend, Brenda English of 
Russell Springs, She was a 
homemaker and member of 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church. 
Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by a sister, 
Brenda Wilson.

Funeral services were 
November 12, 2023 at Wilson 
Funeral Home, 391 East Steve 
Wariner Drive, Russell Springs, 
Ky.

Interment in Bernard 
Cemetery, Russell Springs, Ky.

Wilson Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Elaine Krizan, 88, a resident 
of Louisville, Ky since 1958, 
died November 6, 2023 at her 
home.

She was born January 20, 
1935, in Lubbock, Texas, to the 
late Paul and Lola Irene Willard 
Sherrod.  She graduated from 
Lubbock High School in 1954.  
She then graduated from 
Abilene Christian College 
in 1958 with Bachelor’s 
Education Degree and then 
received her Master’s Degree 
in Mathematics from the 
University of Louisville in 1975.  
She retired from the Jefferson 
County Public School System 
after teaching for 33 years.  
She was a Signature Member 
of the Ky Watercolor Society.

Survivors include her 
husband Horace Krizan of 
Louisville; one daughter 
Stacey Renee Ruth of 
Roswell, Ga; two sisters 
Sandra McCurry of Pittsburg, 

Texas and Winnie Williams of 
Rochester, Minn.

Private burial will be in 
Haven Hill Cemetery in 
Columbia, Ky.

Grissom-Martin Funeral 
Home in charge of 
arrangements.

Lillie Duvall, 93, of Columbia, 
Ky, died Friday, November 10, 
2023 at Summit Manor Health 
& Rehab in Columbia.

She was born December 9, 
1929, in Adair County, to the 
late James T. and Lizzie Jones 
Lasley.  In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Henry 
Duvall in 2010 and seven 
brothers and four sisters.

Ms. Duvall was a member 
of Santa Fee Baptist Church, 
where she served as Church 
Clerk and Sunday School 
Secretary. She retired from 
Fruit of the Loom after many 
years.

Survivors include her 
sister-in-law Bonita Lasley of 
Columbia; several nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

Funeral service are 
Saturday, November 18, 
2023 at 12:00 P.M. at Santa 
Fee Baptist Church with Rev. 
Sammy Hughes delivering the 
Eulogy.

Burial in New Zion Cemetery.

Visitation after 10:00 A.M. 
Saturday at Santa Fee Baptist 
Church.

Casket Bearers  Everick 
Lasley, Brent Lasley, Donald 
Lasley, Nathan Lasley, Lavon 
Lasley, Chad Bridgewaters.

Honorary  Robert Jackson, 
Jerry Jackson, Randall 
Graves, Craig Lasley.

Grissom-Martin Funeral 
Home in charge of 
arrangements.

Rodney Dale Reynolds, 48, 
of Columbia, Ky passed away 
Thursday, November 9, 2023, 
at his home after a brave 
battle with cancer. 

Rodney was a loving 
husband, father, pa, son, 
brother, uncle, and friend. 
He enjoyed spending most 
of his time in his shop working 
and teaching his son, Jake, 
all the tricks of the trade. He 
and Jake shared a love for 
square body trucks. He was 
employed by Cody’s Auto 
Sales doing what he loved 
most, mechanic and auto 
body work. When he wasn’t 
at the shop, he was spending 
time with the rest of his family. 
His favorite thing to do with 
them was taking long Sunday 
drives.

Rodney is survived by 
his wife of 24 years Tiffany 
Denton Reynolds; his children 
Sadie Reynolds (Travis 
Williams), Hayley Reynolds 
(Kasey Robinson), and Jake 
Reynolds (Sara Rowe); a 
grandson Bentley Burton 
and expecting another 
come June; his parents Paul 
Reynolds (Connie) and Sheila 
Corbin; a brother Jonathan 
Reynolds (Elizabeth); two 
sisters Sonja Reynolds and 
Shannon Matthews (Douchy); 
his grandmother Francis 
Reynolds; mother-in-law 
Sharlet Denton; a brother-in-
law David Denton and several 
other friends and relatives.

Rodney was preceded in 
death by his grandparents 
William “Chiggar” and Lola 
Reynolds, Kenneth and 
Ocella Corbin, and John and 
Versie Streeval and his father-
in-law Freddie Denton.

Funeral services were 
November 12, 2023, at Stotts-
Phelps-McQueary Funeral 
Home with burial in the Haven 
Hill Cemetery. 

Bro. Bobby Withers and 
David Denton officiated, 
and pallbearers were Cody 
Withers, Jake Reynolds, 
Brandon Bryant, Chris 
Maurath, Justin Cox, and 
Glendell Thrasher. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Bentley 
Burton, Kasey Robinson, and 
Travis Williams.

THE STORY OF 
SERGEANT RECKLESS

Blake and Makaylee Cowan took these two bucks down in the 206/Burton 
Ridge area this week. Pictured with them is Branston Cowan.

Your local news source is The Adair 
Progress. Let us announce your births, 
anniversaries, marriages, etc. for Free! 
270-384-6471 Call to subscribe today! 

a presentation by Trabue 
Russell House Committee 
members, a first reading 
of Ordinance No. 230.56 
(an ordinance to update 
the city’s pay/classification 
plan), repeal of the old 
personnel policy with 
authorization of a new 
personnel policy - and 
approval to apply for a grant 
from Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) for gas 
line expansion. 

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Pamela 
Hoots, followed by a roll 
call, an opening prayer 
and a pledge to the United 
States flag. The first item 
of business was a motion 
to approve minutes of the 
January 06, 2024 regular 
called meeting. That motion 
passed.

Next, the city council 
members heard a 
presentation by the Trabue 
Russell House Committee. 
The presentation 
concerned some repair 
and restoration projects at 
the Trabue Russell House. 
The mayor and council 
members decided to 
investigate making changes 
to the budget as well as 
checking for various grant 
opportunities in order to 
provide funding for the 
work.

This was followed 
by the first reading of 
Ordinance No. 230.56, an 
ordinance updating the 
pay/classification plan 
and the second reading 
of Ordinance No. 230.55, 
repealing ordinance 
no. 230.53, the City of 

Columbia personnel policy. 
Afterwards, the Columbia 
City Council entertained 
a motion to approve 
Municipal Order 2025-01.a 
municipal order adopting 
the City of Columbia 
personnel policy/employee 
handbook dated February 
3, 2025. The motion was 
approved.

After some discussion, the 
members of the city council 
approved authorization to 
apply for additional funding 
from state government for 
an ARC Gas Line Expansion 
Grant. The last agenda item 
was Resolution 2025.02, 
a resolution approving 
certified code of ethics 
proposal. The motion to 
approve passed. 

Other actions taken 
included the appointment 
of Mike Watson to the 
committee that is in charge 
of hiring police and the 
appointment of Alyson 
Cross to the Downtown 
Days Committee In 
addition, the council 
designated an “excess 
vehicle” to be donated to 
the Coroner’s Office. Mayor 
Pam Hoots also pointed out 
that the city’s new policy 
manual includes two new 
law enforcement positions 
(a police lieutenant and an 
administrative sergeant) 
and provides an increased 
salary for five new police 
officers. The council also 
briefly discussed plans 
to honor the city’s first 
responders on April 
18 at the Adair County 
Fairgrounds Pavilion.

Lindsey Wilson College junior Megan Whitson 
of East Bernstadt, Kentucky, addresses the high 
school students and their guests who attended 
Lindsey Wilson College’s annual Begley Scholars 
Day opening breakfast, held Saturday morning 
in the college’s Roberta D. Cranmer Dining & 
Conference Center. Whitson, who is a Begley 
Scholar, is an English and communication major; 
serves as a resident adviser, is a member of 
Sigma Tau Delta, the international English honor 
society here; works as a writing consultant; 
and is chief of staff in this year’s Lindsey Wilson 
Student Government Association.

Barren County High School senior Anna 
Alexander, right, speaks to Lindsey Wilson 
College President William T. Luckey Jr. Saturday 
morning at the college’s annual Begley Scholars 
Day. Alexander attended the event with her 
mother, Cindy Rowland Alexander, who is a 1999 
Lindsey Wilson graduate. Alexander was among 
the high school students who interviewed for 
the John B. Begley Scholarship, Lindsey Wilson’s 
most prestigious scholarship.

This week’s Adair 
Progress Basketball Contest 
have been adjudicated by 
our expert judges. The 
winners this week are as 

follows:

Corey Rogers of Columbia 
(1st place) - $25

Toby Curry (2nd place) - 

a six-pack of Ski
Danny Goodin (3rd place) 

- a Pizza Hut coupon for 1 
large 1-topping pizza

We look forward to 
receiving more entries each 
week from members of the 
community. 

This week’s Adair 
Progress Basketball Contest 
have been adjudicated by 
our expert judges. The 
winners this week are as 

follows:

David Reliford of 
Columbia (1st place) - $25

Robert Loy (2nd place) - a 

six-pack of Ski
Fred Spoon (3rd place) - a 

Pizza Hut coupon for 1 large 
1-topping pizza

We look forward to 
receiving more entries each 
week from members of the 
community. 

Week 12 - Basketball Contest Results

Week 13 - Basketball Contest Results

WHAT MAKES THEM 
TICK?

Farmer’s Market
on the Square

By  Cathy Hoots Abell

Planning has begun for 
the 2025 Farmer’s Market 
on the Square.  Donna 
Jones, Market Manager, 
provided information about 
the upcoming Farmer’s 
Market season. It will begin 
on April 5 and be held 

every Saturday until the 
last Saturday of October, 
with the exception of the 
weekend for Downtown 
Days. The location will 
be the City Parking lot 
on Merchant Street and 
vendors will be set up 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The next 
organization meeting is 

scheduled for February 18 at 
5:00 p.m. and will be held at 
the Adair County Extension 
office. It is important for 
those interested in being 
a vendor to attend this 
meeting as information 
regarding requirements 
for participation will be 
provided. 


