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FRANKFORT —  Sen. 
Max Wise said put-
ting his name in the 

hat to become Kentucky 
Senate majority floor 
leader was an opportunity 
he could not pass up. 

Last month, Senate Re-
publicans elected Wise to 
be their next floor leader 
over former Republican 
Caucus Chair  Sen. Julie 
Raque Adams of Louisville. 
Outgoing Floor Leader 
Damon Thayer did not 
seek reelection to the leg-
islature this year. 

Wise, a Campbellsville 
Republican, will begin his 
10th year in the Senate as 
the 2025 legislative session 
begins in January. He said 
in a recent interview with 
the Kentucky Lantern that 
throughout his time in 
the Senate, he’s had the 
chance to carry big policy 
bills for his fellow Repub-
licans and other senators 
encouraged him to con-
sider a leadership position. 

“I didn’t want to chal-
lenge a sitting member of 
leadership,” Wise said. “I 
kind of wanted to play a 
long game and see what 
may open up.” 

Wise said that he felt that 
some of his own attributes 
— being able to communi-
cate and work with others, 
trying to stand for integrity 
and “being a champion 
fighter” —  would match 
those needed to be the next 
floor leader. He began con-
sidering seeking the role 
after Thayer announced he 
would leave the Senate.

“I did not want to have 
a regret in life of looking 
back and not running and 
wishing, ‘I wish I had tried 
that,’ because you never 
know, and I’ve always car-
ried on the belief of you 
can’t be afraid to lose in 
life,” Wise said. “You got 
to take chances. And I just 
felt like this was an oppor-
tunity I couldn’t pass up. 
And at the same time, I’m 
humbled, I’m excited and 
I’m really looking forward 
to the 2025 session.” 

In the Lantern inter-
view, Wise discussed the 
past legislation he’s car-
ried, his expectations for 
the upcoming session and 
what he plans to bring to 
his new role within his 
caucus. 

‘A great opportunity’
Wise represents the 

16th Senate District, which 
includes the counties of 
Adair, Allen, Metcalfe, 
Monroe and Taylor as well 
as part of Warren County. 
He’s also previously served 
as chair of the Senate Edu-
cation Committee. 

Many Kentuckians may 
know him as the running 

mate of former  U.S. Am-
bassador Kelly Craft in last 
year’s gubernatorial elec-
tion They were defeated in 
the Republican primary by 
former Attorney General 
Daniel Cameron, who later 
went on to lose to Demo-
cratic Gov. Andy Beshear 
in the general election. 

 Sen. Max Wise, left, was 
on stage with Kelly Craft 
as she conceded defeat in 
the Republican primary for 
Kentucky governor, May 
16, 2023, in Lexington. Her 
husband, coal executive 
Joe Craft, is on the right. 
(Kentucky Lantern photo 
by Abbey Cutrer)

However, Wise said that 
was a “great opportunity.” 
He called the experience 
“unique” in that he was not 
running at the top of the 
ticket, but he still had the 
chance to meet Kentucki-
ans across the state. 

“Yep, we lost the race, 
but I learned more from a 
loss than I probably would 
have ever gotten if I had not 
been the lieutenant gov-
ernor nominee with her,” 
Wise said. “And I really, 
really appreciated that op-
portunity. And once again, 
I was in places of Kentucky 
I’d never been to before. I 
may have passed through 
some of those counties, but 
never really had stopped 
and listened … (and had) 
conversations.”

As a lawmaker, Wise 
has carried a variety of 
bills in different policy 
areas. Some of his highest 
profile bills include the 
hotly debated  Senate Bill 
150  from the  2023 legis-
lative session, which ulti-
mately established a ban 
on gender-affirming med-
ical care for Kentucky’s 
transgender youth among 
other changes in  school 
policies regarding gen-
der and sex education. 
During the 2024 legislative 
session, Wise carried a 
successful bill that would 
allow schools to hire armed 
“guardians”  to fill vacant 
law enforcement positions. 
That aimed to build on 
a  bipartisan school safety 
law Wise also carried after 
a 2018 shooting at Marshall 
County High School. 

Wise said that some of 
the bills he’s carried in the 
past may be considered 
“controversial” by some 
and “common sense” by 
others. However, he could 
not choose one that was 
his favorite, comparing it 
to choosing a favorite child 
as “every bill has been re-
warding or it’s been in an 
area that has been for dif-
ferent causes or different 
issues.”

Wise predicts that as 
majority floor leader he 
will file fewer bills than he 

has in the past, though he 
noted he has “not been 
one that’s ever filed 10-plus 
bills in a session.”

“It’s a lot of work to 
work your bill, and I don’t 
think in my new role as 
floor leader, it’s going to be 
about myself with legisla-
tion,” Wise said. “I’m going 
to want to help members 
achieve success in their 
roles as legislators.”

Sen. Max Wise, R-Camp-
bellsville, addresses a rally 
in the Capitol Rotunda 
supporting anti-transgen-
der legislation, March 2023. 
(Kentucky Lantern photo 
by McKenna Horsley)

As for what’s on the 
table when the legislature 
convenes Jan. 7, Wise said 
he expects Republicans 
to move quickly to lower 
the state income tax rate 
another half-percent from 
4% to 3.5% — following 
half-percent reductions in 
2022 and 2023. He said the 
Senate will likely receive 
the House bill within the 
first week of the session. 
Revenue bills must origi-
nate in the House. 

Democratic Gov. Andy 
Beshear has signaled  he 
plans to sign the legisla-
tion  when it comes to his 
desk, but remains cautious 
about the feasibility of ever 
entirely eliminating the 
state’s personal income tax, 
a goal embraced by many 
Republican lawmakers and 
the Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce. However, Wise 
said Republican lawmakers 
have enacted the tax cuts 
“in a very smart way” and 
showed taxpayers they are 
“putting more money back 
into their pocketbooks.” 

Wise also expects some 

cleanup bills to be filed 
on past laws, as well as 
legislation on issues dis-
cussed during the interim 
session, such as workforce 
attraction, housing, child 
care, artificial intelligence, 
school efficiency and 
more. He said “every ses-
sion takes on its own iden-
tity.” 

‘Frankfort has not 
changed me’

In an interview earlier 
this month,  Thayer told 
the Lantern managing the 
expectations of the 111 
Republicans in the Gen-
eral Assembly will be a 
challenge for the party in 

the future. Wise also noted 
that managing expecta-
tions of members will be a 
challenge for him as major-
ity floor leader while also 
keeping the Republican 
supermajority moving for-
ward on tax reform, eco-
nomic growth and “being 
conservative.” 

“I think those are the 
types of things that our 
voters right now put us 
into these positions that 
they want to continue to 
see us doing those type 
of policy decisions,” Wise 
said. 

Wise did commend 
Thayer’s time in leader-
ship, saying he took “a lot 
of arrows that have came 

his way” and made the role 
“his own.” As for his own 
leadership style, Wise said, 
“you’re not going to see 
me be quiet as a mouse” 
on legislation the Repub-
lican caucus is unified in 
backing. Wise added that 
he wants to be “very trans-
parent” with members of 
the caucus and explain 
the reasoning behind de-
cisions. 

“Frankfort has not 
changed me, and I don’t 
intend to change who I 
am, of working with oth-
ers and taking stances that 
(are) what I believe in just 
because I’m now going 
to be a floor leader,” Wise 
said. 

‘Frankfort has not changed me,’ says KY 
Senate’s new Republican floor leader

(Submitted photo)

 

 

 
SUMMARY OF PROCEDURES AND FINDINGS 

 
AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES OF THE 

CLARK COUNTY CLERK 
 
 

For The Period January 1, 2023 Through December 31, 2023 
 

The Clark County Clerk applied for and received approval from the Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) to obtain 
an Agreed-Upon Procedures (AUP) engagement for calendar year 2023 in accordance with KRS 43.070(1)(c).  
AUP reports present the procedures performed and the results of those procedures, called findings.  The summary 
below presents those findings for which an exception (an instance of noncompliance with the criteria) was 
identified during the AUP engagement.   
 
During the AUP engagement of the Clark County Clerk, the following exception was noted:  
 

• The county clerk’s fourth quarter financial statement did not agree to the county clerk’s receipts ledger 
and disbursements ledger. The county clerk’s fourth quarter financial statement was materially 
understated by $332,162 on receipts and $301,117 on disbursements.  

 
Findings related to procedures for which there were no exceptions identified, and official responses to exceptions 
are not included in the summary above, but can be found in the full report.  A copy of this report is available on 
the Auditor of Public Accounts’ website at auditor.ky.gov. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Allison Ball 
Auditor of Public Accounts 
Frankfort, KY 

September 18, 2024 

Send holiday wishes to Kentucky fishes

Campbellsville Republican Max Wise talks about upcoming session, past political experiences


