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Gov. Mike Parson signs law expanding voucher-like scholarships

BY SUMMER

BALLENTINE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JEFFERSON CITY,
Mo. — K-12 students
from low-income fam-
ilies across Missouri
soon will have access
to private school schol-
arships under legisla-
tion signed Tuesday by
Republican Gov. Mike
Parson.

The voucher-like
scholarship program,
which takes effect Aug.
28, will offer as much
as $6,375 per child for
expenses including tui-
tion, textbooks, tutoring,
transportation, extra-
curricular activities and
summer school. Scholar-
ship accounts are fund-
ed by private donors in
exchange for tax credits.

The initiative also
promises hundreds
of millions of dollars
more for public schools,
a compromise made
to help the bill pass
the Legislature where
so-called “school choice”
policies have struggled
to advance.

Teachers will be paid
a minimum of $40,000
a year under the new
law, with additional
incentives for long-time
teachers with master’s
degrees.

“Since the beginning
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Missouri Gov. Mike Parson delivers the State of the State address on Jan. 18, 2023, in Jefferson K-12 students from low-income families
across Missouri soon will have access to private school scholarships under legislation signed Tuesday, by Parson.

of our administration,
we’ve looked at ways
to increase teacher pay
and reward our educa-
tors for the hard work
they do,” Parson said in
a statement. “This legis-
lation helps us continue
that progress.”

Missouri’s current pri-
vate school scholarship
program limits recipi-
ents to residents of the
state’s largest cities and
to families who earn less
than 200% of the feder-
al poverty level, which
works out to $62,400 a

year for a family of four.
The new law rais-
es that cap to 300%, or
$93,600 for a family of
four. Students who need
extra help through
individualized educa-
tion plans will get some
additional scholarship

money under the law.
The legislation
increases the cap on tax
credits for private dona-
tions to the initiative
from $50 million to $75
million per year to help
pay for a possible influx
of students participating

in the program.

The law also will
require public votes to
approve a school dis-
trict’s switch to four-
day school weeks and
provide incentives to
schools that maintain
five-day weeks.
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CALL 1-800-599-1771 OR EMAIL: classifieds@paducahsun.com
LOG ON TO CREATE YOUR OWN: PaducahSun.com (click Classifieds at the top of the page)

The Mayfield

Miss a day. Miss a lot.

Buy and sell across Western Kentucky & Southern lllinois in one location. Your ad will appear in 6 newspapers!
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The McCracken County
Board of Education

will accept sealed proposals on
Friday, May 17, 2024, at 9:00
am local time for Construction
Management Services for
projects on the District Facilit-
ies Plan. Proposals will be ac-
cepted until opened at this time
at the McCracken County
Board of Education office at
300 Cumberland Avenue, Pa-
ducah, KY 42001. All propos-
als must be received the time
designated and none will be
considered thereafter. Specific-|
ations may be obtained online
on May 9, 2024 at
http.//bit.ly/mccrackenbidspecs

See it...

The McCracken County
Board of Education

will accept sealed bids for the
following supplies and ser-
vices on Friday, May 17,
2024, at 9:00 am local time:
Solid Waste Removal. Bids will
be accepted until opened at
this time at the Board Office at
300 Cumberland Avenue, Pa-
ducah, KY. All bids must be re-
ceived by the time designated
and none will be considered
thereafter. Specifications may
be obtained online on May 9,
2024, at http:/bit.ly/mccrack-
enbidspecs

Buyit...
Rent it...
Sell it...
Learnit...
Listit...
Tell it...

Hearit...
Sayit...

Fetchit...
Smell it...
Trade it...
Hire it...

Get itl...

Too Much Savings to Measure




