
By HEATHER CHAPMAN
Kentucky Health News

K
en

tucky 
looks 

closer 
th

an
 

ever to joining the 37 states that 
allow

 prescriptions for m
arijua-

na, or cannabis.
T

h
u

rsday 
even

in
g 

a 
state 

H
ouse com

m
ittee approved a bill 

that w
ould allow

 doctors to pre-
scribe 

cannabis 
to 

people 
w

ho 
h

ave 
certain

 
ailm

en
ts, 

“alon
g 

w
ith

 
a 

n
ew

 
bu

reau
cracy 

to 
strictly 

regulate 
it 

from
 

plant 
to 

processor 
to 

dispen
saries,” 

w
hich sponsor Jason N

em
es, a 

L
ouisville R

epublican, says w
ill 

be 
th

e 
strictest 

m
edical 

pro-
gram

 in the country,” Joe Sonka 
reports for the C

ourier Journal.

T
h

e 
ailm

en
ts 

are 
can

cer, 
“chronic, severe, intractable, or 
debilitating pain; epilepsy or any 
other intractable seizure disor-
der; 

m
ultiple 

sclerosis, 
m

uscle 
spasm

s, or spasticity; and nausea 
or vom

iting.” N
em

es said he w
ill 

support a floor am
endm

ent by 
R

ep. R
achel R

oberts, D
-N

ew
port, 

to add post-traum
atic stress syn-

drom
e.

“A
 

sim
ilar 

m
edical 

can
n

abis 
bill led by N

em
es easily cleared 

the H
ouse cham

ber for the first 
tim

e in 2020 w
ith 65 votes, but 

stalled in the Senate because of 
the C

ovid-shortened session” and 
lack 

of 
support 

by 
R

epublican
 

leaders, Sonka notes. “H
ow

ever, 
m

edical 
m

ariju
an

a 
advocates 

are now
 optim

istic,” due to new
 

support 
from

 
Senate 

Judiciary 
C

om
m

ittee 
C

hairm
an

 
W

hitn
ey 

W
esterfield, 

“w
h

o 
m

et 
m

an
y 

tim
es w

ith N
em

es over the past 
year to am

end it into legislation
 

he could back.”
“You

 
can

’t 
overestim

ate 
how

 
im

portant 
he 

is,” 
N

em
es 

said after the H
ouse Judiciary 

C
om

m
ittee approved H

ouse B
ill 

136 
15-1. 

Voting 
no 

w
as 

R
ep. 

K
im

 M
oser, R

-T
aylor M

ill, w
ho 

cited 
opposition

 
from

 
doctors, 

in
clu

din
g 

con
cern

s 
abou

t 
th

e 
lack of guidelines for prescribing 
and dosing cannabis.

W
esterfield, a R

epublican from
 

C
rofton

 
in

 
C

h
ristian

 
C

ou
n

ty, 
said he still has concerns about 

youth 
access 

to 
can

n
abis, 

but 
“I’ve heard too m

any stories in
 

m
y district, and out, from

 those 
long suffering, and their loved 
ones left behind, that m

arijuana 
brought com

fort and relief w
hen

 
nothing else w

orked.”
N

em
es said “I feel good about 

w
here 

w
e 

are 
in 

the 
Senate,” 

but Sonka reports that to pass, 
th

e 
bill 

w
ould 

n
eed 

a 
m

ajor-
ity 

of 
th

e 
30 

R
epublican

s 
in

 
that cham

ber, and the top tw
o 

R
epublicans, “Senate P

resident 
R

obert 
S

tivers 
an

d 
M

ajority 
F

loor 
L

eader 
D

am
on

 
T

h
ayer, 

have both expressed skepticism
 

By LEE ELDER
U.S. Arm

y Recruiting Battalion 
Nashville Public Affairs

F
R

A
N

K
F

O
R

T, K
y. – In

 
the com

ing m
onths, there 

are 
m

an
y 

m
ileston

es 
approaching in 17-year-old 
A

lexandria R
oberts’ life.

S
h

e’ll 
gradu

ate 
from

 
O

w
en C

ounty H
igh School, 

have her braces rem
oved 

and finish her stint as M
iss 

T
een K

entucky B
luegrass. 

T
hen, 

she’s 
off 

to 
A

rm
y 

basic training w
here she’ll 

train as a com
bat engineer.

“A
bou

t 
a 

year 
ago, 

I 
decided it w

as set in stone 
that 

I’d 
join 

the 
A

rm
y,” 

R
oberts 

said. 
“I 

w
alked 

into 
the 

A
rm

y 
recruiting 

station and said, ‘H
ey, put 

m
e in the A

rm
y.’” 

R
oberts 

m
et 

A
rm

y 
recruiter Staff Sgt. A

dam
 

C
onti and the rest is histo-

ry. H
e is assigned to O

w
en

 
C

ounty 
H

igh 
School 

and 
quickly began helping her 
fulfill her A

rm
y dream

.
T

h
ere 

w
as 

a 
h

old 
up 

though. D
espite her back-

ground 
as 

a 
beauty 

pag-
ean

t 
com

petitor, 
R

oberts 
w

as draw
n to serve as a 

com
bat 

en
gin

eer, 
a 

job 

that w
asn’t even open to 

w
om

en five years ago.
C

om
bat engineers have 

m
any hazardous duties on

 
the m

odern-day battlefield. 
A

m
on

g 
th

em
 

are 
“con

-
structing bridges, clearing 
barriers 

w
ith

 
explosives, 

and detecting and avoiding 
m

ines and other environ-
m

en
tal 

hazards,” 
accord-

ing 
to 

A
rm

y 
prom

otional 
literature.

A
t 

th
e 

tim
e 

of 
h

er 
plan

n
ed 

en
listm

en
t, 

th
e 

job 
w

as 
not 

open 
at 

all. 
C

onti said he utilized his 
chain of com

m
and for tw

o 
w

eeks in order to R
oberts 

her desired job.
“It’s 

m
y 

job 
to 

m
ake 

our 
new

 
soldiers 

happy,” 

C
onti said. “I w

anted her 
to 

find 
a 

job 
she 

w
ould 

enjoy doing.”
A

fter spending five years 
dressing up as both a pag-
eant contestant and serv-
ing as a co-captain of her 
h

igh
 

sch
ool 

ch
eerleadin

g 
squad, 

R
oberts 

said 
sh

e 

O
B

IT
U

A
R

IE
S

Em
m

a M
unson Juett, 95
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Owen County Com
m

unity Level: Low (green)
M

arch 7-14incidence rate: 37.6 new cases per 100k
New hospital adm

issions: 3.5 per 100,000
Inpatient bed utilization: 3.2%
Vaccination Rate: 41.5%

 of the total population
Source: Three Rivers District Health Departm

ent
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Please see ROBERTS, Page 7

Please see M
EDICAL, Page 2

U.S. Arm
y recruiter Staff Sgt. Adam

 Conti presents enlistm
ent paperwork to Alexandria Roberts. 

F
R

A
N

K
F

O
R

T, K
y. (M

arch 10, 2022) - T
he public 

shooting 
ranges 

and 
gravel 

access 
road 

leading 
to 

the 
range 

com
plex 

on 
the 

John 
A

. 
K

leber 
W

ildlife 
M

anagem
ent A

rea (W
M

A
) in O

w
en C

ounty are closed 
until further notice.

T
he closures of the rifle range and adjacent pistol 

range are necessary to ensure the safety of K
entucky 

D
epartm

ent of F
ish and W

ildlife R
esources staff w

ho 
w

ill be on-site inspecting the facility and m
aking repairs 

as necessary.
T

he departm
ent plans to reopen the access road for 

the youth-only and general spring turkey seasons even
 

if the ranges rem
ain closed. P

lease check K
entucky F

ish 
and W

ildlife’s w
ebsite (fw

.ky.gov) and social m
edia chan-

nels for updates.
T

he departm
ent’s w

ebsite also features an interactive 
m

ap of public shooting ranges around the state.
A

ltern
ative 

sh
ootin

g 
ran

ge 
location

s 
to 

K
leber 

W
M

A
 

in
clude 

T
aylorsville 

L
ake 

W
M

A
 

in
 

Spen
cer 

C
ounty, C

urtis G
ates L

loyd W
M

A
 in G

rant C
ounty, O

tter 
C

reek 
O

utdoor 
R

ecreation
 

A
rea 

in
 

M
eade 

C
oun

ty 
and M

iller W
elch-C

entral K
entucky W

M
A

 in M
adison

 
C

ounty. P
ublic target shooting ranges also are available 

at designated locations in the D
aniel B

oone N
ational 

Forest.
A

nybody using a K
entucky F

ish and W
ildlife shooting 

range m
ust have eye and ear protection and follow

 all 
rules as posted by signage.

Kleber W
MA rifle, 

pistol ranges closed
C

losure w
ill allow

 for 
inspections, repairs

Subm
itted

Subm
itted

Tiaras to helm
ets: Roberts enlists as a com

bat engineer

Medical marijuana appears to have more traction than ever in Ky

W
esterfield

County calls for input 
with ARPA spending

STAFF

T
he 

govern
m

en
t 

of 
O

w
en

 
C

ou
n

ty 
w

as 
aw

arded 
$2.2 

m
illion

 
in

 
A

m
erican

 
R

escue 
P

lan 
A

ct 
(A

R
PA

) 
funds 

w
hen

 
C

ongress passed the infrastruc-
ture 

package 
in 

M
arch 

2021. 
T

he O
w

en C
ounty F

iscal C
ourt 

recently received the final rul-
ing on how

 these funds m
ay be 

spent and are asking their con-
stituents for input though the 
survey to the left. 

T
he survey asks O

w
en coun-

tians w
hich of the areas based 

on A
R

PA
 guidance from

 the U
.S. 

D
epartm

ent 
of 

the 
T

reasury 
should the fiscal court m

ake a 
priority. T

he areas are w
ater and 

sew
er infrastructure, broadband 

access, 
supporting 

local 
busi-

nesses and com
m

unity organiza-
tions im

pacted by the pandem
ic, 

investm
ent 

in 
outdoor 

spaces 
such as parks and playgrounds 
and aid to the travel, tourism

 
and hospitality industries.  

T
he survey then asks O

w
en

 
residents to rank the urgency 
in their m

agisterial districts for 
upgrades 

to 
w

ater, 
sew

er 
and 

broadband utilities. It has par-
ticipants rank the im

portance of 

potential econom
ic developm

ent 
initiatives —

 they range from
 

local sm
all business grants, local 

sm
all business start-up grants, 

im
provem

ents to the industrial 
park 

and 
industrial 

authority 
recruiting investm

ent program
. 

T
h

e 
cou

n
ty 

asks 
abou

t 
im

provem
ents or potential addi-

tions at the O
w

en C
ounty P

ark 
an

d 
Fairgroun

ds 
from

 
least 

to m
ost urgent. T

he proposed 
im

provem
en

ts 
or 

addition
s 

include 
a 

tennis 
court, 

w
alk-

ing track expansion, basketball 
court, baseball/softball field, an

 
am

phitheater and a m
ulti-event 

ring. 
R

esidents 
are 

asked 
if 

they 
w

ould be in favor of financial aid 
in the form

 of grants to help sta-
bilize 

non-profit 
organizations 

such as food and clothing banks. 
A

 scholarship is proposed in the 
survey for O

w
en C

ounty H
igh 

School Seniors. 
F

inally, the survey asks the 
participant if they w

ould be w
ill-

ing to serve as a representative 
of your m

agisterial district on
 

a com
m

unity com
m

ittee to pro-
vide further input on how

 A
R

PA
 

funds should be allocated. 

C
O

N
TA

C
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S
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BY STAFF REPORTS
A registered sex of fend-

er found camping near the 
playground area of the Owen 
County Fairgrounds was taken 
into custody Nov. 2.

Michael  Scott ,  56,  was 
charged after police respond-
ed to a suspicious person com-
plaint on Fairgrounds Road, 
according to a citation on file 
in Owen County District Court.

A caller told police Scott was 
living in the woods next to the 
walking track and was causing 
alarm after several people saw 
him.

Police located Scott laying 
on a sleeping bag about 40 feet 
from the walking track with 
what appeared to be 
juveniles walking near 
him, according to the 
citation.

Scott told police he 
was homeless and had 
nowhere else to go, 
according to the citation.

Police said Scott was 
recently arrested for the 
same reason and told he 
cannot reside next to the play-
ground. Scott responded that he 
knew he was not supposed to 
be there but had nowhere else 
to go.

Scott was charged with 
third-degree criminal trespass-
ing and violating sex offender 
restrictions. He was initially 

held on $1,000 cash bail and was 
scheduled to appear Nov. 21 for 
a preliminary hearing in Owen 

District Court.

MAN CHARGED WITH 
PUNCHING, 

SLAPPING WOMAN
A Wor thvil le man 

was charged Nov. 15 
after a woman claimed 
he punched her in the 
ribs, slapped her in 
the face, grabbed her 

by the hair and slammed the 
back of her head into a chair, 
according to a citation on 
file in Owen County District 
Court.

Police arrested and charged 
Gregor y Scott Burns, 64, of 
Bucks Run Road after being 
called to his residence on a 

report of domestic violence.
The victim left the residence 

and went across the street 
to call 911, police said in the 
citation. She told police about 
the assault and complained 
that she was having trouble 
breathing. Police describe her 
in the citation as being “very 
distraught.”

The victim was evaluated 
by Owen County Emergency 
Medical Services but declined 
to be transported to an area 
hospital, police said.

Bur ns,  who told pol ice 
no physical altercation took 
place,  was charged with 
four th-degree assault and 
ordered held on $1,000 cash 
bail. He was scheduled to be 
arraigned Nov. 21 in Owen 
County District Court.

MAN CHARGED WITH METH, 
HEROIN POSSESSION

A Shelbyville man wanted on 
three warrants for his arrest 
was taken into custody Nov. 14.

During a search, police 
said they found a black con-
tainer in his pants pocket 
that contained 7 to 10 grams 
of crystal methamphetamine 
and a baggie that contained 
approximately 1 gram of her-
oin, according to a citation on 
file in Owen County District 
Court.

Charged with two counts 
of first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance was 
Harold Cox, 36, of La Grange 
Road.

He was scheduled to be 
arraigned Nov. 21 in Owen 
County District Court.

Registered sex offender found camping near playground
Homeless suspect 
tells police he has 

‘nowhere else to go’

Michael 
Scott

BY MADISON WRIGHT
CORRESPONDENT

Owen County students host-
ed local veterans Nov. 11 to 
show their respect and honor 
them on Veterans Day.

Sponsored by the school’s 
Civics Club, the event was a 
school- and community-wide 
effort that featured a rendition 
of the “Star Spangled Banner” 
by the Owen County High 
School Band; a musical perfor-
mance by Quinton Miller and a 
presentation of “America, the 
Beautiful” by Owen County 
Elementary students.

The keynote speaker for the 

event was state Sen. Gex Wil-
liams.

“OCHS would like to give a 
big thank-you to our district’s 
principals for allowing students 
to attend, the bus garage for 
providing transportation and 
the Owen County Schools food 
services for providing break-
fast,” said Maison Hedger, vice 
president of the Civics Club.

Staf f members Jacob Rob-
erts, Suzanne Roe and Tamara 
Morris handled the logistics of 
the program while Civics Club 
members put in the work.

Some of them decorated the 
gymnasium, ser ved break-
fast or ushered guests to their 
seats. Pat Beverly donated her 
time and skills as she took on 
decorating the stage, and sev-
eral local businesses donated 
as well.

High school senior Christian 

SHOWING THEIR RESPECT
Students serve 
breakfast, offer 
salute to area 

veterans

Veterans enjoy a breakfast courtesy of the Owen County Schools food services department during the 
Nov. 11 Veterans Day ceremony at the high school.

BY STAFF REPORTS
An Owenton man who went miss-

ing for nearly 24 hours was found 
safe Tuesday morning by first 
responders.

Dawson Matthew Grimes, 21, 
walked of f Monday morning and 
was last seen headed toward the 
Kleber Wildlife Management area in 
Owen County.

Deputy Emergency Management 
Director Tim Cammack said he was 
found about mile across the Frank-
lin County line and was safe.

Cammack said Owen County 
Emergency Management teamed 
up with the Owen County Sheriff’s 
Office, Kentucky State Police, Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife and first 
responders from Franklin and Grant 
counties to conduct the search.

He said they used a state police 
helicopter and four different drones 
to search the area.

“In the past he has been known 
to seek shelter and hide out,” Cam-
mack said, who added Grimes has 
no medical issues and is in good 
physical shape but has mental chal-
lenges.

As the search expanded Monday, 
along with using the state police 
helicopter and drones, first respond-
ers searched wooded areas and 

patrolled the roads.
“There’s a lot of wooded area 

around there,” he said.

Missing Owenton 
man found safe

Photo furnished
This image of Dawson Matthew 
Grimes was distributed by Owen 
County Emergency Management 
after the 21-year-old went missing 
Monday morning. He was found safe 
and uninjured Tuesday about a mile 
over the Franklin County line.

BY ANN CARTER
CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Board 
of Education were given 
the Department of Edu-
cation’s annual repor t 
card for the Owen Coun-
ty School District during 
Monday’s  November 
meeting.

The report card serves 
as a tool for analyzing the 
performance of schools 
within a community, pro-
viding insight into various 
metrics. It can also assist 
parents, educators and 
residents in understanding 
how well their school is 
serving its students.

The primary element 
of the report card is aca-
demic performance, which 
includes three testing cate-
gories: math and reading, 
science, social studies and 
writing, and school safety 
and climate.

These indicators can 
help gauge whether stu-
dents are meeting state-
wide standards. By ana-
lyzing the data, stakehold-
ers can make informed 
decisions to advocate for 

improvements.
The climate and safety 

rating is based on a survey 
students fill out pertaining 
to questions regarding the 
environment at school, 
including interaction with 
staff, discipline, and social 
media.

Brian Gognat, director of 
instruction support, said, 
“It is important to note that 
the ongoing impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic are 
still influencing student 
performance.” He went on 
to say the learning gaps 
created during that period 
remain evident, not only in 
Owen County but across 
the Commonwealth and 
the nation.

The high school over-
all rating was a low with a 
score of 57.3.

The high school also 
r ece ived scor es  for 
post-secondary readiness 
and graduation rates. With 
an impressive high-rate 
score of 90.8 for post-sec-
ondary readiness, the high 
school boasting a gain 
from last year’s score. The 
graduation rate was held 

at a medium status with a 
score of 92.9.

The middle school’s 
overall rating was a low 
rate with a score of 37.8

The elementary school’s 
overall rating was a low 
rate with a score of 52.3.

“Our third graders are 
the true covid students,” 
Elementar y Principal 
Jaclynn Fink went on to 
explain those students did 
not attend a full school 
year until they reached 
second grade due to covid 
restrictions.

“Our mission is to pro-
vide oppor tunities and 
resources where all stu-
dents will develop perse-
verance and a passion for 
life-long learning in a safe, 
supportive, educational 
environment.” Regarding 
the approach the Owen 
County District takes 
with its kids, Brian Gog-
nat went on to say, “This 
commitment remains 
unwavering, and we will 
continue to prioritize the 
development of resilience 
and a love for learning in 
our students.”

School board receives 
state report data

SEE VETERANS/PAGE A2


