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Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1

BUSINESS: Phill’s
Custom Cabinets sells 
Cabinotch patent/D1

Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A2

Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
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Daviess Fiscal Court is working through 
the final details of an agreement for It Takes 
A Village, an animal rescue organization 
based in Evansville, to take on oversight of 
the Daviess County Animal Shelter.

“I guess you could say conceptually It 
Takes a Village is who we’ve selected, 
but the details are to be worked out, and 
we don’t have a contract between them,” 
Daviess County Judge-Executive Charlie 
Castlen said. “We have told the employees 
— we’re trying to keep them informed — 
and we are working on a (contract draft) 

that would be suitable to 
send over to It Takes A Vil-
lage.”

Daviess Fiscal Court has 
been weighing what direc-
tion to go with the shelter 
since a change was made to 
its spay-neuter policy earlier 
this year. The court sent out 
requests for proposals from 
area rescues that were inter-
ested in taking on the opera-
tion of the shelter, and those 

entities that submitted proposals but were 
not chosen have been informed Fiscal Court 

has made its selection and is working to final-
ize a deal.

“I would call it still almost a negotiation 
phase,” Castlen said. “If we can’t come to an 
agreement that works for both parties, then 
we’ll reject all.”

Castlen said Fiscal Court staff is using 
other communities’ shelter documents 
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With the holiday season in full 
swing, The Salvation Army of 
Owensboro is actively seeking 
help for those in need through-
out Daviess, Hancock, McLean 
and Ohio counties with its annual 
Red Kettle campaign.

The nationwide and world-
wide effort, dating back to 1891, 
kicked off locally on Nov. 16.

Lt. Victor Haworth, who has 
been overseeing the Owensboro 
Corps with his wife, Capt. Carla 
Haworth, since June 2023, took 
on his first campaign in nearly 
three decades last year.

In 2023, the Haworths set a 
goal of raising $180,033 with the 
theme “three for Christmas” in 
mind — which was accounting 
for all 60,011 people residing in 
Owensboro to donate $3.

While it was under the mark 

of the anticipated goal, Haworth 
said he was satisfied with the 
effort.

“Last year, we did just under 
$120,000,” Haworth said. “... The 
previous year, (The Salvation 
Army of Owensboro) had done 
$73,000, I think, so we were very 
happy with the $120,000.”

For 2024, Haworth said the 
goal has been readjusted to 
$126,000, which has been mak-
ing some headway.

“... As of yesterday (Wednes-
day), we are right at $46,000 
raised,” he said. “... Right now, 
based on the pace, we’re right at 
$3,300 a day (on) average.

“It’s lagging a little bit, … but 
we usually see these things pick 
up the closer we get to Christ-
mas.”

Haworth said some of the 
changes to this year’s campaign 
revolved around kettle locations 
where bell ringers stand outside 
to attract potential donors.

There was a total of 18 loca-
tions in 2023 — an increase of six 
from 2022. Currently, the num-

ber has been cut to 13.
“I hadn’t taken into account 

that there are certain stores 
that you used to be able to put 
a kettle in front of, and there 
was enough foot traffic in front 
of those locations that it would 
bring a good kettle and pay for 
the worker at the same time,” 
Haworth said of last year’s cam-
paign. “... Per location, we were 
hitting targets; we just had fewer 
actual profitable locations that I 
was hoping for.”

Jeramy Griffin, who works as 
a custodian for The Salvation 
Army, decided to become a bell 
ringer after being offered the 
opportunity by Haworth.

Despite temperatures being in 

the mid-20s on Thursday, Griffin 
made it a point to make conver-
sation with each person going 
into Sam’s Club off Frederica 
Street, where he was stationed 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“This is my first time ever 
doing bell ringing actually,” he 
said. “I’ve never really done it 
before and I happened to have an 
open schedule outside my music 
ministry stuff.

“It kind of worked out where 
I can just do my own thing here 
and help out wherever I’m need-
ed,” he said. “... It’s been a really 
great time being part of this min-
istry ….”
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Two physicians who were part 
of the medical team at a Muhlen-
berg County practice that special-
izes in substance abuse treatment 
have had their medical licenses 
revoked by the Kentucky Board of 
Medical Licensure.

Dr. Barry G. Hardison and Dr. 
William K. Vincent, who both 
practice at A New Start in Central 
City at the time complaints were 
filed against them, each had their 
licenses revoked on Nov. 27.

The revocation came after an 
investigation into how they pre-
scribed medications to people with 
opioid addiction and addiction to 
methamphetamine, according 
to documents obtained from the 
Board of Medical Licensure web-
site. Both have the right to appeal.

The medical licenses were 
revoked immediately upon 
issuing of the orders. The revo-
cation orders for both say: “It is 
the (Medical Licensure) Panel’s 
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Salvation Army’s Red Kettle campaign in full swing
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set for $126,000

Photo by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer | awarren@messenger-inquirer.com
Jeramy Griffin, an employee with The Salvation Army of Owensboro, rings a bell while greeting customers with a smile as they donate to 
the organization’s Red Kettle campaign outside the entrance of Sam’s Club on Thursday at 5240 Frederica St.

MUHLENBERG COUNTY

2 doctors  
have their 
medical 
licenses 
revoked
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running a drug 

treatment practice 
in Central City

ON THE WEB
A video component to this 

story can be accessed through 
Messenger-Inquirer’s M-I TV 
at messenger-inquirer.com/

multimedia.
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WASHINGTON — Billionaire 
Elon Musk and fellow entrepre-
neur Vivek Ramaswamy spent 
several hours Thursday swapping 
ideas with lawmakers about Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s DOGE 
initiative to dismantle parts of the 
federal government.

Meeting behind closed doors at 
the Capitol, Musk told the mostly 
Republican lawmakers they would 
be keeping a “naughty and nice” 
list of those who join in the budget 
slashing proposals and those who 
don’t, according to lawmakers who 
attended.

“We’re going to see a lot of 
change around here in Washing-
ton,” said House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, as Musk, with his young 
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Musk and 
Ramaswamy 
bring Trump’s 

DOGE to 
Capitol Hill
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