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Members of the Senate 
Republ ican  caucus  have 
selected State Sen. Max Wise 
( R - C a m p b e l l s -
v i l l e )  a s  t h e 
Major i ty  Floor 
Leader when the 
General Assembly 
convenes in Janu-
ary.

The posit ion, 
one of five leader-
ship positions that 
members of the 
Republican super 
majority voted on last week. 
Wise ran for the position when 
Damon Thayer decided to not 
run for another term in the 
upper chamber.

“I’m coming into my 10th 

year in legislative office, and 
I’ve kind of played the long 
game of waiting to see wait for 
an open seat that would suit 
my skill set,” Wise said. “I felt 

like this position was one I 
really couldn’t pass up.”

He defeated Sen. Julie 
Raque Adams who was also 
interested in the position.

“ I  would  ra ther  have 
competed in a three- or a 
five-person Republican pri-
mar y then r un against a 
colleague like Julie, who is 
a good friend,” Wise said. 
“It was one the most dif fi-

cult things I ’ve done and 
since I’ve been in office. But 
when the oppor tunity pres-
ents itself, you’ve really got 
to weigh the options of, is it 
worth passing over and wait-

ing, or is it wor th running 
for? You miss 100% of the 
shots you don’t take.”

As the floor leader, Wise 
is in a position to determine 
which bills will be brought to 
the Senate floor. He described 
the position as the quar ter-
back of the team. As part of 
leadership, he will have a 
more direct voice in the future 
of the state.

“The Senate f loor lead-
er works with the other four 
members of leadership in real-
ly determining and guiding 
what our state policy is going 
to look like with all forms of 
legislation,” he said. “That 
means I will now be the one 
determining which bills to kill 
and which bills will get to the 
Senate floor.”

Wise understands that not 
allowing a bill to get a vote 
from the entire Senate will not 
sit well with members of either 
party.

“When I ran for this posi-
tion, we had to give a five-min-
ute speech to all of our cau-
cus members,” he said. “The 
one thing I said to everybody 
is that I’m going to treat each 
and every one of them with the 
full and utmost respect. I’m not 
going to be one to strongarm 
people. I’m not going to be one 
to lose my temper. I do think 
emotional stability and temper-
ament has to do with this posi-
tion.”

That means having a con-
versation with a Democrat or 
a Republican to explain why a 
bill did not get a vote. It might 

be at a time, Wise said, the bill 
may not have the votes to pass. 
Leadership may also deter-
mine it is not the right time for 
the bill to be considered.

“If you can explain to people 
that maybe is not worth fight-
ing for in 2025 but maybe it 
needs to come back in 2026,” 
Wise said. “This Common-
wealth has survived for many 
years and many decades, and 
we can continue to sur vive 
regardless of how much legis-
lation we have to pass.”

Wise joins Rober t Stivers 
(Senate President), David 
Givens of nearby Greens-
burg (Senate Pro-Tem), Mike 
Wilson (Majority Whip) and 
Robby Mills (Majority Caucus 
Chair) in the Republican lead-
ership positions.

Wise elected to Senate leadership position

Max  
Wise

At this time, the proj-
ect still has not been 
approved. However, Met-
calf said they are opti-
mistic it will be approved 
in the next month. He 
said after speaking with 
Nelson County Engi-
neer Brad Spalding, they 
believe it will be a good 
winter project for the 
department.

The city also held a 
first reading for a new 
flood plain ordinance 
that would allow the Nel-
son County Engineer 
to administer the provi-
sions of the ordinance 
for New Haven. Metcalf 
said they have transi-
tioned the role of Flood 
Plain Administrator away 
from the Director of 
Planning and Zoning to 
the city and county engi-
neers. Metcalf said the 
nature of the role was 
primarily an engineering 
function — making the 
transition essential to the 
role.

“The county recom-
mended this two months 
ago,” Metcalf said. “We 
put that before the Plan-
ning Commission. They 
did a public hearing. The 
commission voted 11-0 to 
do that. … The county, 

on Tuesday, we adopted 
it on second reading, cit-
ies getting ready. Bard-
stown is getting ready to 
do the same thing. We’re 
still waiting on all the cit-
ies to comply.”

The city engineer will 
preside over Bardstown, 
while the county engi-
neer will preside over 
New Haven,  Bloom-
field and other areas of 
the county as the Flood 
Plain Administrator. The 
Board of Commissioners 
will hold its second read-
ing for of the ordinance 
during its December 
meeting.

Also at  Thursday’s 
meet ing ,  the  Boar d 
agreed to modify their 
pay extension agreement, 
following in LaRue Coun-
ty’s lead. City Clerk Joan-
ie Corbin said typically 
when customers come 
in to pay their water and 
sewer bill and ask for 
an extension, she has to 
keep track and follow up. 
However, LaRue County 
makes customers come 
in to sign an extension 
agreement — the respon-
sibility falling on the cus-
tomer remembering to 
pay.

Corbin also suggest-
ed they allow only three 
extensions per customer, 
per year. Commissioner 
Fred DeWitt said they 
can see how things go 

for a year with the new 
extension agreement and 

reevaluate next year.
The New Haven Board 

of Commissioners will 
meet again next month 

on Dec. 19 at 5 p.m. at 
New Haven City Hall.RIVER
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On Thursday, the caf-
eteria was over flowing 
with students and vet-
erans as grandparents 
joined grandchildren, 
parents joined children 
and community members 
sat shoulder to shoulder 
with Bethlehem students. 
Adorning many of the 
walls in the café were 
signs celebrating Veter-
ans Day, thanking mem-
bers of the Armed Forces 
for their services.

Also in attendance 
on Thursday was Bard-
stown-Nelson County 
Veterans Park Chairman 
Jerry Janes. He spoke to 
students about the ongo-
ing project and the com-
mittee’s hopes for the 
park as it comes to life 
during its construction.

Janes outlined their 
main goals for the park 
and some of the features 
within it including memo-
rials for the six branches 
and the six major wars/
conflicts.

The park’s mission is:
• to establish a formal 

gathering place to rec-
ognize the service of all 

Nelson County veterans, 
past and present.

• to develop a com-
munity park sponsored 
by local veterans that 
will showcase their com-
mitment to community 
beyond service to coun-
try.

• to encourage appre-
ciation and sense of mil-
itary history focused on 
the sacrifices made by 
Nelson County veterans.

• to enrich the educa-
tion of children by pro-
viding opportunities for 
schools to visit the park 
for educational purposes 
using online digital tech-
nology.

• to support communi-
ty sponsored events in a 
prominent location that 
is easily accessible to the 
public.

• to promote the Bard-
stown-Nelson County Vet-
erans Park to support the 
hospitality and tourism 
industry of our commu-
nity.

The Bethlehem stu-
dents are also getting 
involved with the park as 
each class has an ongo-
ing competition to raise 
funds for it. It’s $150 to 
have a dedicated sponsor 

VETERAN
FROM PAGE A1

KATELYN NORRIS/The Kentucky Standard
Local veterans gathered together with Bethlehem High 
School students to celebrate their service with a special 
Thanksgiving meal last week.

SEE VETERAN/PAGE A8

788 Lyons Station Rd. New Haven Ky. 40051
The farm has been sold and Mr. Wimsett is clearing out his equipment
Open House: Sunday December 1st from 1-4 PM.
Selling farm equipment, Metal and Wood shop equipment and every sort of
mechanical tool!!
Seven tractors!! John Deere 4500 w/loader, John Deere 5055D, Ford
1910, Ford 7710,
New Holland T4.75, John Deere 5425, Mahindra 6500.
Dump Truck: 2000 Int. single axle with 466,000 miles
Hay Equip. 851 Sperry New Holland round baler, 9 ft disc mower, 2 rakes,
2 and 4 basket tedder, 6 hayspikes(caddy),
Other equipment: 6’ Woods power rake, Int 540 manure spreader, 46’
grain auger(5”), Gravity wagon, 10’ lift disc, 14’ Batwing bushhog, 8’ Bushhog,
7’ Frontier bushhog, 6’ x 16’ trailer w/ramps, 8’ grader box and more
Shop tools: welders, vises, table saw, clamps, air tanks, air compressor,
fencing, tools of every sort. Check out the website for all the pictures. Too
many to mention!!!
Surplus House items: Mr. Wimsett has sold his rentals and has left over
lighting, electrical, plumbing and other household fixtures.
Sale Terms: Cash or personal check day of sale with proper identification. A 10% buyers premium will be added
to all final bids to determine final sales price. A Ky sale tax of 6% will be added to sales price unless there is a
farm exemption or resale certificate presented at checkout. Forms are on website.
Selling “As Is” with no warranties expressed or implied.
To view pictures go to Joeyhayden.com or call 502-460-1078

All announcements made day of Sale supersede any previous announcements.

SAT. DEC. 7th • 9:30AM
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Farm Equipment and tool auction!!
Absolute Sale, No limit No Reserve!!

www.goldmarkrealtors.com 113 N. FOURTH STREET, BARDSTOWN

AUCTIONEERS: Joey Hayden,
Krista White and Jesse White
APP. AUCTIONEER:
Harold Wimsett
BROKER: Harold Wimsett 502-348-1740

JOEY HAYDEN
Principal Auctioneer502-460-1078 • joeyhayden.com502-348-1740

HAROLD WIMSETT
Listing Agent

Patron’s Home Center & Electric Outlet
616 Bloomfield Rd. • Bardstown, KY
Phone: (502) 348-2875 • (502) 348-6363

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00; Sat. 8:00-4:00
patrons.doitbest.com

Merry
Christmas!!

All Christmas is an Extra 10% OFF of Sales Prices
Includes Lights, Trees and All Decorations!

All Christmas
30-50% off

Christmas
Blowout!

SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY EXTRA

10% OFF
AVAILABLE BLACK

FRIDAY TOO!


