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Business of the Month New business ribbon cutting

The Pendleton County Chamber of Commerce recognized the Mystery Box, 125 W. 
Shelby St., Falmouth as its Business of the Month. Pictured from left are Chamber 
member Randy Wells, store owner Jennifer Larabee, and Chamber President Gary 
Hicks. The Mystery Box is a discount overstock store. The front room plus six ad-
ditional rooms are packed with hats, shirts, decorations, household goods, snacks, 
tools, soaps, household goods and all sorts of odds and ends. “You just never know 
what I’m going to get in — and neither do I,” Larabee said. Photo by Burton Cole.

Pamela Spencer Jenkins on Saturday opened her antiques and vintage goods shop, 
Hope’s Attic, 308 Maple Ave., Falmouth. “I've always been fond of antiques and vin-
tage things,” she said. The brick house is appointed with furnishings appropriate for 
each room, including parlor, kitchen and living room. “I wanted the community to 
feel welcome,” Spencer Jenkins said. “Just a little bit of the past and future.”Cutting 
the ribbon to open the store are, from left, Randy Wells, Chamber of Commerce; 
Luke Price, Spencer Jenkins' son and mayor of Falmouth; Cameron Lonaker, daugh-
ter; Steve Jenkins, husband and co-owner; Spencer Jenkins; Gabe Price, son; and 
Gary Hicks, Chamber of Commerce president. Photo by Burton Cole.

McElfresh retires from dentistry practice after 48 years
By Nila Harris

BUTLER — Dr. Monte 
McElfresh wears many hats 
— Christian, husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, preacher, 
musician, avid Kentucky 
Wildcat fan and local den-
tist. 

On Sept. 26, this Pend-
leton County native retired 
after 48 years of practicing 
dentistry.

Upon his graduation 
from Bracken County High 
School (he spent all but 
his last year in Pendleton 
County schools), McEl-
fresh paid an employment 
agency in Cincinnati to 
help him secure a job. 

He took a job at a den-
tal lab making crowns and 
bridges, working during 
the summers, on weekends, 
and during breaks from col-
lege. 

He found that he en-
joyed the job and began 
working towards his DMD 
from the University of Ken-
tucky College of Medicine. 

In 1976, McElfresh 
opened a general dentistry 
practice in Augusta. 

Over his career, McEl-

fresh had offices in Augus-
ta, Brooksville, and Butler. 
But his dental expertise ex-
tended much farther than 
Bracken and Pendleton 
Counties.

After McElfresh was or-
dained as a Baptist preacher 
in July 2001, he began tak-
ing his dental techniques 
to the mission field. This 
took him to Honduras ten 
times and India six times, 
performing oral surgery 
and general dentistry in the 
tribal villages of these plac-
es. 

“It was very primitive 
but rewarding,” McElfresh 
said. 

He told how the “pa-
tient chair” was a lawn 
chair; there was no electric-
ity, so everything had to be 
battery operated; and the 
only dental tools available 
were those he brought from 
home.

When asked why he 
stuck with dentistry for so 
long, McElfresh said that 
he loved the job and still 
loves it but admitted that 
he doesn’t care for the nec-
essary administrative part 
of his job. 

During his years as a 
practicing dentist, McEl-
fresh had family members 
by his side in the various 
offices. 

His wife of 52 years, 
Myrna, helped with ad-
ministrative tasks, but also 
worked chairside with her 
husband before becoming 
a middle school science 
teacher in Campbell Coun-
ty. 

His three children spent 
time assisting in the office, 
as needed.

McElfresh stated that he 
is grateful to the many pa-
tients who entrusted him 
with their care over his 48 
years in dentistry. 

He may be out of the 
dental office but can still 
be found preaching at 
Fairlane Baptist Church, 
Alexandria. You also never 
know where he may show 
up, blessing others with his 
musical talent; like singing 
at Second 12 Mile Baptist 
Church revival last week. 

He sold his practice to 
Dr. Christian Zint who will 
continue the Butler dental 
practice at 8636 U.S. High-
way 27, Butler.

Butler dentist and local icon Dr. Monte McElfresh retired last month after 48 years 
of practicing dentistry. He is also a preacher and a musician. He sold his practice to 
Dr. Christian Zint, who will continue in the office at 8636 U.S. Highway 27. Pic-
tured with McElfresh are, from left, office staff Tammy Wessel, Dr. Christian Zint, 
Maggie Zint, wife Myrna McElfresh, Dr. Monte McElfresh, and office staff Kristen 
Holbrook and Danielle Showalter. Photo courtesy of Myrna McElfresh.

Today is deadline for schools planning members
FALMOUTH — Today is the deadline to apply to Pendleton County Schools for its 

new facilities planning committee. The district is in the process of reviewing its District 
Facility Plan, and is establishing a local planning committee.  

The local planning committee consists of parents, teachers, administrators, district 
staff, a board member and local business/community members. The board of education 
must appoint three local community members from a list of those interested in serving.  

Anyone interested in serving on this committee should submit a letter of interest to 
the Pendleton County Board of Education, 2525 Highway 27 N, Falmouth 41040, by 
today, Oct. 22.


