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Attorney Douglas Hoots explained the court 
system to the members of the Columbia-Adair 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Roll Tribe! The ACMS Cheerleaders take on the 
regional championships in Elizabethtown.

The winners of the 5th Region KAPOS the ACMS 
Indians Cheer team.

Chamber welcomes 
guest speaker 

Douglas Hoots
Discusses upcoming 
holiday events
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The main subject of 
the recent meeting of the 
Columbia-Adair County 
Chamber of Commerce was 
a lecture by Douglas Hoots, 
who explained the basics of 
Kentucky’s Court System. 
Hoots was introduced by 
his older sister, Columbia’s 
Mayor Pamela Hoots, who 
gave a short review about 
the sports and professional 
career of her brother.

“The United States has 
a dual court system,” 
Douglas Hoots started 
his explanation, “it’s the 
federal and state courts. 
Both systems have similar 
types of courts. The federal 
court system has federal 
District Courts, US Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme 
Court. The state’s system 
has the State District 
Courts, Circuit Courts, a 
State Court of Appeals and 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court.”

Also Hoots mentioned 
the two types of cases, the 
criminal cases and the civil 

cases, which he described 
with different cases. Then 
he explained how laws 
come into effect with 
an example of a case he 
fought that went up to the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
He also gave examples of 
the differences between 
civil and criminal cases, 
which are handled by the 
District Courts and which 
by the Circuit Courts. At 
the end of Douglas Hoots’ 
presentation, every visitor 
got a handbook which 
described the court system 
in detail, and also had a big 
part with information about 
what to do when called into 
a jury.

Some announcements 
were made during the 
lunch, sponsored by DUO 
Broadband, by Ellen 
Zornes, who mentioned that 
“Treats on the Town” went 
very well with around 600 
kids plus parents. She also 
mentioned the upcoming 
Christmas Parade under 
the theme “A Magical 

By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Several points were 
on the agenda of Adair 
County’s Fiscal Court 
meeting on Tuesday which 
took more than two hours 
for the administrators and 
the magistrates to handle. 
The most important point 
for the visitors of the 
meeting was the decision 
about the moving of 
Squires Cemetery under 
“Other Business.” After a 
longer discussion the court 
decided, to the relief of the 
attending members of the 
Economical Development 
Authority (EDA), with five 
yes to three no votes, that 

the cemetery will be moved.
In the regular agenda 

the disbursements were 
mentioned and approved 
with $156,260, as were 
the necessary line to 
line transfers. The fund 
to fund transfers were 
all approved, as was the 
budget amendment in the 
amount $172,000, also 
the treasurer’s report was 
unanimously approved.

Other points in “Other 
Business” were the 
purchase of a new truck, 
where it was decided to 
advertise the intention to 
buy one, so far only one 

Court approves 
motion to move 

Squires Cemetery

ACMS Cheerleaders are 5th region KAPOS Champs
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The Adair County Middle 
School Cheer squad won 
the 5th Region KAPOS 
small division with an 
outstanding performance 

last Wednesday. Head 
coach Nicole Booher 
reports: “It was held  at 
John Hardin High school 
in Elizabethtown where we 
competed in the division 
of Small Varsity 2-1/2 
minute.” The group also 
won the award for Crowd 

Favorite. 
This win catapults the 

group into the next level 
Booher says, “Since we 
won, we will now compete 
at the State Championship 
tournament, which is 
December 16th and will be 
held in Corbin, Kentucky.”

Booher concluded that 
herself, along with assistant 
coach Alex McGaha and 
all of the cheerleaders 
are looking forward to 
showing the judges at State 
competition what they are 
made of. 

Some Gave All
Veterans honored at ACHS Veterans Day ceremony
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Veteran’s 
Day program at Adair 
County High School was 
another big success. After 
the Veterans entered the 
full John Burr Memorial 
Gym to Rory Feek’s song 
“Welcome Home” and were 
escorted to their seats by 
the ACHS Cadet Corps, the 
Color Guard brought in 
the American Flag (SSgt. 
Remington Huckaby), the 
Kentucky Flag (Cpl. Jay 
Burton), and the rifles (Cpl. 
Trent Bottoms and Cpl. 
Landen Wethington).

Following the flag 
ceremony, the National 
Anthem was performed by 
the ACHS Choir, the pledge 
spoken by Sgt. Dillon 
Godsey, and the welcome 
and invocation given by 
Cpl. Alex Pedro-Pablo, 
before SFC Gracie Janes 
read the poem “A Marine’s 
Promise.” Mark Willis’ 
song “Crazy Being Home” 

accompanied the Fallen 
Soldier Table ceremony, 
performed by SFC Brenton 
Billingsley and Cpl. Bryson 
Adams, the script read by 
Gracie Janes.

Next on the agenda was 

the etching presentation, 
introduced by Cadet Corps 
instructor Krystal Redmon, 
where five Vietnam soldiers 
from the region were 
remembered, who gave it 
all for our Country. SFC 

Brenton Billingsley talked 
about David Owen Biggs, 
SFC Gracie Janes about 

At the opening of the Veteran’s Day ceremony the former soldiers saluted 
to the flags.

See Veterans, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Chamber, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3

Year in Review 2024
By Dennis Crump, 
Editor

As each year 
ends, the staff at 
the Adair Progress 
takes this time to 
recap the significant 
stories of the past 
year. This allows 
the community the 
opportunity to reflect 
on those events and 
consider the year 
that has come to a 
close. By reading the 
“Year in Review,” the 
articles will remind 

readers of important 
events to somberly 
reflect on as well as 
others to joyously 
celebrate.

Now that Christmas 
is behind us, we 
can use this time 
to prepare to reset 
and to embrace the 
challenge of 2025. 
We wish all our 
readers a very happy 
new year - full of rich 
blessings!

On Saturday, a member of the Breeidng 
community informed authorities of an abandon 
car found in their field.

74-year-old driver of 
abandoned vehicle 

located
From Deputy Brandon 
Hitch,  ACSO
 
On Sunday, December 
29 at approximate-
ly 3:08 p.m., Adair 
County E911 received 
a call from a resident 
in the Breeding com-

munity on Pelston 
Cemetery Road about 
an abandoned vehi-
cle stuck in a field on 
their property. The 
Adair County Sheriff’s 

By Adam Cravens, CPD

The Columbia Police 
Department was called 
to Adair Regional 
Jail early Thursday 
morning, December 
26 after an inmate was 
found to be concealing 
suspected narcotics by 
deputy jailers.

Jessica Wyrick, 
33, of Greensburg 
had previously been 

transported to Adair 
County Regional Jail 
after being arrested 
for several outstanding 
warrants. During 
an inmate search 
at booking, Wyrick 
was discovered to 
be attempting to 
conceal suspected 
methamphetamine.

Wyrick has been charged 

Inmate arrested 
on drug charges

Fiscal Court addresses end-of-year 
agenda items

Governor Beshear to address World Economic Forum

By Dennis Crump, 
Editor

The Adair County 
Fiscal Court met in 
special called session at 
6 p.m. CT on Thursday, 
December 26 in the 
basement of the Adair 
County Annex building 
located at 424 Public 
Square, Columbia, 
Kentucky. The meeting 
began with a pledge of 
allegiance to the U.S. 
flag, a brief prayer 
and a call to order. In 
its first actions, the 
court approved the 
evening’s agenda and 
the minutes of their 
previous November 26 
meeting.

Items on the lengthy 
end-of-year agenda 
included budget 
issues, signing an 
agreement to fix door 
rollers and interlock 

components for the 
Annex elevator, right 
of way permission to 
lay water lines on Allan 
Willis Road, Jim Blair 
Center bathroom bids, 
deciding how to use 
the ARPA balance as 
well as other matters. 
The court noted that 
recent disbursements 
totaled $185,209.65, 
some expenses being 
due to personnel travel 
to conferences.

After a brief 
discussion of 
disbursements, the 
court voted to pay the 
month’s bills. The they 
turned its attention 
to the sheriff’s report. 
Sheriff Jamie Richard 
reported that including 
911 calls and calls 
received by his office, 
his personnel dealt 
with over 700 service 
calls in the previous 

month and that about 
86 percent taxes had 
been collected.

The road department 
report noted that 
some minor work had 
been accomplished 
including some 
patching work and that 
supplies were ready 

for the possibility of 
inclement weather 
and its potential effect 
on roadways, The 
report for the Green 
River Animal Shelter 

From Crystal Staley/
James Hatchett, 
Ky.Gov

FRANKFORT, KY – 
On December 27, 
Gov. Andy Beshear 
announced he has 
accepted an invitation 
to speak at the World 
Economic Forum 
in Switzerland next 
month, a global event 
that brings together 
business, government 
and academic leaders 
to improve the state 
of the world. The 
Governor and a 
delegation from Team 
Kentucky will travel for 
the event and also visit 
with business leaders 
in Spain to promote 
our New Kentucky 
Home and encourage 
future investment and 
job-creation in the 

commonwealth.
Gov. Beshear was 

invited to attend 
and speak at the 
World Economic 
Forum’s 2025 Annual 
Meeting, which will 
be held Jan. 20-24 in 
Davos, Switzerland. 
This international 
summit provides 
an opportunity for 
the Governor to 
introduce our New 
Kentucky Home to the 
world, highlighting 
Kentucky’s record 
economic momentum, 
its place as a 
national leader in 
the manufacturing, 
automotive, electric 
vehicle and battery 
sectors, and how the 
commonwealth is 
positioned for even 
more economic success 
in the future.

“Over the past five 
years, we’ve worked 
hard to secure historic 
economic wins for our 
families and our state, 
and we will keep that 
momentum going by 
building new, strong 
partnerships through 
opportunities like 
the World Economic 
Forum,” Gov. Beshear 
said. “This trip will 
provide a chance to 
connect with growing 
companies that already 
operate in Kentucky, 
as well as those that 
we want to see invest 
in our state in the 
future. I am excited 
to participate in next 
month’s summit and 
show the world that our 
New Kentucky Home is 
the best place to live, 
work and thrive.”

The forum will 

convene with the 
theme “Collaboration 
for the Intelligent 
Age,” with five primary 
categories of focus: 
Rebuilding Trust; 
Reimagining Growth; 
Investing in People; 
Safeguarding the 
Planet; and Industries 
in the Intelligent Age.

In 2024, nearly 3,000 
government, business 
and civic leaders 
participated in the 
forum, representing 
more than 125 
countries. The annual 
invitation-only event, 
established in 1973, 
has grown to become 
a major international 
n e t w o r k i n g 
opportunity and 
one of the world’s 

See Review, 
Cont. on Page A8

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Accident, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Arrest, 
Cont. on Page A3
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See Beshear, 
Cont. on Page A3

The Adair County Fiscal Court deliberates 
addressed important county issues in a end-of-
year meeting on December 26.


