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Downtown Days 
Photo Contest 
Winners, 2024

Local photographers have 
shared their work with the 
public this past week at the 
Adair Genealogy & History 
Research Center. The 
photos are shown below. 
The contest will return 
again in October 2025. 

Winners were as follows:
First place - Lesley 

Lindsay
Second place - Kaitlyn 

Janes
Third place AND The 

People’s Choice Award - 
Lesley Lindsay

First place

Second place

Third place and People choice

Caught
Red-handed

By Jasmine Mitchell, 
Writer

On the evening of October 
15, the Columbia Police 
Department responded to 
a suspect attempting to 
conceal paraphernalia and 
narcotics while appearing 
for court at the Adair 
County Judicial Center. 
Officer Trent Williams 

was the arresting officer 
and was assisted by rookie 
officer Travis Bell and 
Probation and Parole.

Mary Sear, 38, of Russell 
County has been charged 
with possession of an 
unspecified controlled drug 
substance in the 1st and 
2nd degree and charged 
with being in possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Fiscal court 
convenes 

emergency session
By Dennis Crump, 
Editor

On Monday, October 
14, the Adair County 
Fiscal Court convened an 
emergency called meeting 
to discuss the hiring of three 
new deputy coroners. The 
meeting began with a call to 
order, a pledge of allegiance 
to the flag, prayer and roll 
call. The first action taken 
was to accept the meeting 
agenda.

The first agenda item 
was disbursements but the 
court decided to table that 
concern for the time being 
since it was not really an 
“emergency” agenda item. 
Next, the discussion moved 

to the topic of hiring three 
deputy coroners to work 
with the new Adair County 
Coroner Sierra Durbin. 
The court determined 
that it was not necessary 
to formally vote on hiring 
these candidates since the 
coroner has authority to 
hire them on her own.

The three candidates are 
Robin Lewis, Emily Sanders 
and Todd Akin. Lewis was 
subsequently sworn in on 
October 15. Emily Sanders 
is working on the required 
paperwork to be bonded 
for the position. Akin was 
scheduled to complete 
some necessary training in 
preparation for assuming 
his role as deputy coroner.


