
hen a federal
lawsuit threatened
Kentucky’s mining

oversight in 1987, Mary
Helen Huddleston Miller
found herself at the center
of one of the most pivotal

challenges
of her
career.
Appointed
Secretary of
Natural
Resources
in the final
year of
Governor
Martha
Layne
Collins’s

administration, she
stepped into the role amid
contentious negotiations
with environmental
advocates, the U.S.
Department of the
Interior, and coal industry
leaders.

With political tensions
high and enforcement
efforts faltering, she
insisted on transparency
and accountabil-
ity—bringing in respected
attorney Larry Forgy and
refusing to compromise
Kentucky’s fiscal
integrity. Her determina-
tion led to a hard-won set-
tlement that secured mil-
lions in funding, equip-
ment, and improved over-
sight, affirming her legacy
as a principled and effec-
tive public servant.

Born in Smiths Grove,
Kentucky, Mary Helen
grew up in a large
Methodist family defined
by frequent moves, faith,
and resilience. She gradu-
ated from Caverna High
School and pursued
higher education at
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity, where she was
encouraged by her
mother and mentored by
her brother Paul, an attor-
ney. Though reluctant to
follow a teaching path,
she was inspired by her
roommate’s enthusiasm
and earned credentials in
both English and educa-
tion.

She married George
Wilson, taught at Bryan
Station Junior High, and
raised two children, Ward
and Amy, as George’s
career took the family
from Kentucky to New
York and back. Following
their divorce in 1973,
Mary Helen reassessed
her aspirations.

A mid-career seminar at
Spalding College revealed
her strengths in research,
leading her to join the
Legislative Research
Commission (LRC),
where she quickly proved
indispensable. She
researched health legisla-
tion, including House Bill
610, and played a key role
in the Equal Rights
Amendment
debates—crafting biparti-
san materials and witness-
ing Kentucky’s compli-
cated attempt to rescind

ratification. Her contribu-
tions expanded with con-
stitutional reform efforts,
culminating in her author-
ship of The Citizen’s
Guide to the Kentucky
Constitution and The
Metamorphosis of the
Kentucky General Assem-
bly, essential resources
that remain in circulation.

Her appointment as
Chief of Internal Affairs
for the Collins adminis-
tration marked another
chapter in her service. By
then, she was married to
Guion “Guy” Miller, and
her work took her across
the state and elsewhere
as she supported state
participation in key orga-
nizations and helped
coordinate gubernatorial
briefings. After the min-
ing negotiations, she
declined further state
appointments due to
health concerns but brie-
fly explored commercial
real estate before return-
ing to LRC under Vic Hel-
lard.

There, she worked on
education reform,
authored the Guide to
Kentucky Education
Reform, and facilitated
governmental transitions
with her Handbook for
Gubernatorial Transition
in Kentucky. She also
helped launch the Long-
Term Policy Research
Center.

Governor Brereton
Jones later appointed
Mary Helen as Legisla-
tive Liaison and Chief
Executive Officer for
Administration, roles she
held until her retirement
in 1995. Throughout her
career, she served on
numerous boards and
remained active in Shel-
byville’s community life,
earning accolades such
as Shelbyville’s Citizen of
the Year (1998) and the
Vic Hellard Award for
Public Service (1999).

In retirement, she con-
tinues to value mentor-
ship, friendship, and pur-
poseful living. Mary
Helen hopes to be
remembered as someone
who added substance,
lived with integrity, and
treated others with kind-
ness. Her legacy is woven
through Kentucky’s con-
stitution, its education
system,

its environmental pro-
tections, and its civic
institutions and is inter-

twined with the very
essence of Shelbyville, the
community she has long
called home.

Bobbie Smith Bryant is
a historian, genealogist,

and faith-based writer.
She is a member of the
Shelby County Historical
Society, president of the
Calloway County
Genealogical and Histori-

cal Society, and serves on
the board of directors of

the Kentucky Historical
Society.

Revolutionary Women: Mary Helen Huddleston Miller

MARY HELEN MILLER

Mary Helen Miller with Kentucky Governor Brereton C.
Jones, who served from 1991 to 1995.
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Left to right: Mary Helen Miller, Thomas P. “Tip”
O'Neill Jr., who served as the 47th Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives from 1977 to
1987, and Kentucky Governor Martha Layne Collins,
who served from 1983 to 1987.
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E L E C T I O N N O T I C E
EXCUSED ABSENTEE BALLOT

DROP BOX
LOCATION

Shelby County
Courthouse Annex

501 Washington St,
Shelbyville, KY

Shelby County Board of Elections offers two drop boxes
for deposit of excused mail‐in absentee ballots for the
Primary Election for voters choosing to not mail their
ballot back to Shelby County Clerk’s Office. One box is
located outside adjacent to the front entrance and one
is located inside in the main lobby of the Shelby County
Courthouse Annex at 501 Washington St and will be

available during regular business hours, weekdays 8:30 AM
to 4:30 PM. As required by statute, both drop boxes are
under camera surveillance 24/7 and clearly marked.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

D REQUESTING A MAIL‐IN EXCUSED
ABSENTEE BALLOT

Kentucky State Board of Elections offers to voters an online

portalatGoVote.ky.govfromSaturday, April4th toTuesday,

May 5th in order to allow requests for a mail-in absentee

ballot for the Primary Election. This is for voters whowill be

unable to vote in person during the election period, and

voters must attest to their reason for being unable to vote

in person. Ballots may also be requested during the same

period by contacting Shelby County Clerk’s Office during

regular business hours at 502-633-4410 extension 3.

E L E CT I O N NOT I C E

REQUESTING A MAIL‐IN EXCUSE

ABSENTEE BALLOT GoVote.ky.gov
24/7 online portal to request absentee ballot
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