
GLENDALE, Ariz. —
Batting average was a priority
for Andrew Benintendi when
he first broke into the major
leagues in 2016. He batted
.312 in the minors on the way
to his debut.

Going into his fourth season
with the Chicago White Sox
and 11th overall, he is more
focused on his OPS and power
numbers.

“The game kind of changes
where the money is, I guess,”
Benintendi said. “So players
obviously will chase that.”

The significance of batting
average has been in decline
for years, replaced by on-base
percentage and slugging
percentage, along with the
OPS metric that combines the
two. Batting average treats
all hits as the same, while OPS
accounts for power and other
methods of reaching base.

But the diminished
importance of what was once
one of the majors’ mar-
quee statistics was thrown into
sharp relief by the free agency
of Luis Arraez over the winter.

Arraez, a three-time batting
champion who turns 29 in
April, hit a career-low .292 with
eight homers and 61 RBIs in
154 games for San Diego last
season. The infielder also led
the NL in hits for the second
straight year. But he doesn’t
hit for power or walk very
much, and he has defensive
limitations.

So, even with his .317 career
batting average — tops among
active qualified players —
Arraez was on the market until
right before spring training,
when he agreed to a $12
million, one-year deal with San
Francisco. Arraez said he had
some multiyear offers, but the

Giants gave him an opportunity
to play second base.

“I don’t care who (is
throwing). I don’t care if he’s
a Cy Young (Award winner),”
he said. “I have a bat, and I
want to go up there and
compete.”

The MLB-wide batting
average has remained fairly
steady since the pandemic-
shortened 2020 season. It was
.248 in 2023 — marking a
successful debut for a package
of rule changes that included
a pitch clock, bigger bases
and limits on infield shifts —
.243 in 2024 and .245 last year,
according to Sportradar.

While New York Yankees
star Aaron Judge won the 2025
AL batting title with a .331
average, just seven qualified
big leaguers hit .300 or better,
matching the previous
year for the fewest since a
record-low six in 1968.
Philadelphia’s Trea Turner
won the NL batting title with
a record-low .304 average.

“We look at more of the
advanced metrics and the
expected outcomes based on
the quality of the at-bat,
the process metrics, but you

can start with batting average
and say this guy’s doing
something well,” said Chris
Young, the president of
baseball operations for the
Texas Rangers.

“It’s a preliminary indicator,
but we dig pretty deep in terms
of understanding the profile
of a player and what we can
expect and predict.”

Batting average is “not
something that we look at at
the beginning of an evaluation,”
said Jed Hoyer, the president
of baseball operations for the
Chicago Cubs.

“I think there’s a lot of things
that are much more impor-
tant,” Hoyer said, “but I do
think that a guy like a Nico
Hoerner or Luis Arraez, I do
think in a world that values
a strikeout, in a world that
has so much incredible stuff,
I think that the players that
can truly put the ball in play
at an elite level, I do think
there’s something to that.”

Hoerner hit .297 for the
Cubs last year, helping the
team reach the playoffs for
the first time since 2020. He
batted a team-high .371 with
runners in scoring position.

The 28-year-old Hoerner,
who is going into the last year
of his contract, said he thinks
players still take some pride
in their batting average.

“I think it’s telling that if
you ask the player what he
hit last year, he still under-
stands that that’s batting
average, right?” Hoerner said.
“They don’t say like, oh, I hit
.840 OPS. I hit .270 or whatever
it is.

“Players are aware of what’s
valued and what gets them
on the field and yeah, I don’t
think batting average is
particularly high on that list.
But I do think it is a reflection
of quality of contact that guys
make.”

It has changed the way
players like Benintendi
approach their game. From
2016-23, he hit .276 and
averaged 14.1 homers per 162
games. In two years since,
he is batting .234 and averaging
25.8 homers per 162 games.

“I think it’s more slug, OPS
is what outweighs batting
average now,” Benintendi said,
“because say you hit .250 but
you have 50 homers, would
you rather have that or a guy
who hits .315 with 10 homers?
So I mean it’s kind of give
and take depending on the
player.”

The future of batting

average also belongs to the
game’s youngest players, and
it still holds some allure to
them as well.

Cincinnati infielder Sal
Stewart, one of the preseason
favorites for NL Rookie of the
Year, hit .309 over two minor
league stops last year before
making his Reds debut in
September. Stewart said
batting average didn’t come
up very often during his
development process, but it
means something to him.

“I mean I’m not like, ‘Oh
average is the king,’ you know,
but I look into it,” he said.
“But I really like on-base the
most.”
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POSTED NO TRESPASSING
Persons are notified that the land and property belonging to the below
listed persons are posted against hunting, fishing, trapping, 4-wheeling
or dirt bike riding, walking, horseback riding, woodcutting, dumping
or any other kind of trespassing. Owners are not responsible for any
accidents. Violators will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

POSTED-NO TRESPASSING
Lot 24, Meadow Brook Heights

Victor P. Narmi property
305 Glenwood Avenue,Vine Grove, KY 40175
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0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!
Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ? mile
from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit
53A. Electric, water, gas, utilit-
ies and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70? a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Omaha Steaks - Wait until you
taste it! 100% guaranteed and
delivered to your door! Our
Butcher's Savory Collection
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$129.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Sa-
vory3148

A terrible thing happens
when you don’t advertise . . . NOTHING
Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY
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Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.
Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

Son & Mother
Magic Show
35 – 40 minutes of

fun-filled magic!
Perfect for birthday parties!
Featuring rabbits and doves

(venue permitting).
No set fee

donations are appreciated.
OWENSBORO

Call: (270) 217-4015
Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

0300 PETS

Jasper IN -
Cavapoo female pup,

8 weeks, Hypoallergenic
Great Family dog,
Shots, wormed h
Health guarantee.

References available.
Text or call and leave msg

(812) 559-1506

0300 PETS

Chocolate Yorkies
Ready Now!

Call or Text 270-230-6000

0500 MERCHANDISE

Elizabethtown-
For Sale Back Inversion Chair

With Heater -- $125
(270) 506-2405

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,

golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and

side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

RADCLIFF-
1 Bedroom Apartments,

Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.

Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

RAYWICK- For Rent
2 bedroom 1 bath apartment

Appliances furnished
$795/month + utilities
Call: 502-488-0005

270-402-1021

0800 TRANSPORTATION

OWENSBORO -
Chevy Cheyenne 2dr regular
cb lwb with shell. 93k miles.
$1,750 OBO. 270.929.3731.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the
Elizabethtown Planning Com-
mission will hold public hear-
ings on Tuesday, March 10,
2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the City
Council Chambers, located at
212 West Dixie Avenue, Eliza-
bethtown, Kentucky. The
hearings will be held to con-
sider the following:
Adoption of the Downtown
Master Plan as an amend-
ment to the Elizabethtown
Comprehensive Plan.
Hearing No. 2026-PC-06

HARDIN COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT NO. 2

INVITATION TO BID

BY ORDER OF THE
COMMISSIONERS

BID NUMBER 2026 - 002

HARDIN COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT NO. 2 (the “District”)
will receive sealed bids on a
thirty (30) inch Horizontal
Auger Boring Machine at the
District office, located at 1951
West Park Road/P.O. Box 970,
Elizabethtown, Kentucky
42702, until 10:00 a.m. local
time on Thursday, March 12,
2026.

For more information and spe-
cifications contact Trevor
Mather at (270) 737-1056 ext.
216 or visit our website at
www.hcwd2.org/bid-docu-
ments. Bids will be awarded to
the lowest and best-evaluated
bidder as determined by the
District’s Board of Commis-
sioners, and further provided,
that any or all bids may be re-
jected for any reason.

---- Public Notice ----
Notice is hereby given that
BKS Management, 2905 Fern
Valley Road, Louisville, KY
40213, has filed an
application with the Energy
and Environment Cabinet to
Construct a four-story hotel.
The property is located
at 642 East Dixie Highway in
Elizabethtown, KY
approximately 1 mile from the
intersection of I-65 and the
Western Kentucky Parkway
near an unnamed sink area.
Any comments or objections
can be submitted via
email to:
DOWFloodplain@ky.gov
Kentucky Division of Water,
Floodplain Management
Section, 300 Sower
Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601.
Call 502-564-3410
with questions.
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