
ditor's Note: This leg-
islative update was
submitted on Friday,

s we reach the halfway
Feb. 20. 
A
point of the 2026
Legislative
Session, I want to
provide a clear
and thoughtful
update on where
we stand and what
lies ahead.

With more than
30 of the 60 leg-
islative days com-
plete, the Senate
has remained
focused on steady, delib-
erate progress. At this
stage, nine of the Senate
Majority’s 10 top-priority
bills have been filed and
passed the Senate. That
work reflects months of
preparation during the
interim and careful
review in committee and
on the Senate floor.

I have also heard from
many of you regarding
the early budget pro-
posal filed in the House
of Representatives. Bud-
get discussions are
important because they
directly affect Kentucky
families, public employ-
ees, and long-term fiscal
stability. I appreciate
those who have reached
out with questions and

concerns.
It is important to clar-

ify where we are in the
process. The state bud-
get traditionally begins

in the House. The
current House
proposal has not
yet passed that
chamber and
remains subject to
revision before it
ever reaches the
Senate.

To be clear, no
final budget deci-
sions have been
made.

When the House sends
its proposal to the Sen-
ate, we will carefully
review it, evaluate any
changes, and make
adjustments where nec-
essary. That is the Sen-
ate’s constitutional
responsibility, and we
take that role seriously.

Questions surrounding
health insurance costs,
benefit stability, and
long-term affordability
deserve disciplined, data-
driven review. As we
move forward, our guid-
ing principles remain
consistent: maintaining a
structurally balanced
budget, using one-time
dollars responsibly, and
making transparent deci-
sions that protect both

taxpayers and public
employees.

This week, the Senate
also welcomed military
families from across the
commonwealth for our
annual Military Kids Day
at the Capitol. This event
recognizes the children
and grandchildren of
those who serve in our
armed forces. While we
often focus on the sacri-
fices of those in uniform,
their families share that
burden. Military children
adapt to frequent moves,
new schools, and long
periods without a parent
at home. Their resilience
is remarkable. Despite
construction limiting
space this year, the event
reached full capacity — a
testament to how mean-
ingful this tradition has
become. It was an honor
to recognize these young
Kentuckians and thank
their families for their
service.

Here are several bills
that passed the Senate
this week:

SB 9 supports housing
development by stream-
lining regulations and
expanding financing
tools for local communi-
ties. The goal is to
increase housing supply,
strengthen local

economies, and help
more Kentuckians access
affordable homes.

SB 47 expands state
death benefits and tuition
waivers to include search
and rescue personnel
who lose their lives in
the line of duty, ensuring
their families receive the
same support as other
emergency responders.

SB 69 creates the
Autism Spectrum Disor-
der Trust Fund and
allows voluntary state tax
refund contributions to
support autism research,
services, and workforce
development across Ken-
tucky.

SJR 74 directs the cre-
ation of a statewide fiscal
map of substance use
disorder programs and
funding to improve trans-
parency, coordination,
and accountability in pre-
vention, treatment, and
recovery efforts.

SB 85 allows public
pension benefits to be
placed in a Special Needs
Trust for disabled benefi-
ciaries, helping families
protect long-term care
while preserving eligibil-
ity for essential support
programs.

SB 104 establishes a
25-foot safety zone
around first responders

and creates penalties for
those who intentionally
interfere or threaten
them, while protecting
constitutional rights to
observe and record.

SB 141 modernizes
public notice laws by
updating requirements,
expanding digital access,
and helping control costs
while maintaining trans-
parency for taxpayers.

SB 152 strengthens
school leadership by
affirming principals’ final
decision-making author-
ity while maintaining
structured input from
teachers and parents.

SB 159 improves Ken-
tucky’s response to miss-
ing persons cases by
requiring timely report-
ing and stronger coordi-
nation across state and
federal databases.

Each of these mea-
sures now advances to
the House for further
consideration.

As we move into the
second half of the ses-
sion, deadlines are
approaching, committees
remain active, and coor-
dination between cham-
bers will continue. My
focus remains on respon-
sible governance, long-
term stability, and poli-
cies that strengthen Ken-

tucky families and com-
munities.

Thank you for staying
engaged. Thoughtful
input from constituents
strengthens the legisla-
tive process, and I
encourage you to con-
tinue sharing your per-
spective as we move for-
ward.

Thank you for allowing
me to serve you. I look
forward to keeping you
updated as the work of
the 2026 Regular Session
continues. If you have
questions or ideas, feel
free to contact my office
at 502-564-8100 or email
me at Stephen.Mered-
ith@kylegislature.gov.
You can learn more
about bills, committees,
and other updates from
the Kentucky General
Assembly at www.legisla-
ture.ky.gov.

 
Sen. Stephen Meredith, R-

Leitchfield, represents the 5th
Senate District, encompassing
Breckinridge, Butler, Grayson,
Ohio, and Meade counties.
Meredith serves as chair of the
Senate Health Services Com-
mittee and co-chair of the
Government Contract Review
Committee. He is also a mem-
ber of the Senate Committees
on Education; Families and
Children; and Veterans, Military
 Affairs, and Public Protection.
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The Kentucky Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commis-
sion mourns the passing of
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson,
Sr. — a towering civil
rights leader, a coura-
geous public servant, and
an ordained Baptist minis-
ter whose life’s work
helped bend our nation
toward justice.

THE PASSING 
OF THE REV. 

JESSE L. JACKSON, SR

Rev. Jackson stood in
the long shadow of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
and carried forward the
movement’s moral clarity
with fearless conviction.
He gave voice to those too
often ignored — Black and
Brown communities, the
disenfranchised, working
families, and the poor —
and demanded that Amer-
ica confronts inequality not
as a talking point, but as a

moral emergency.
Through decades of advo-
cacy, organizing, and
leadership, he challenged
systems that excluded and
diminished, while building
coalitions that made room
for hope, dignity, and
opportunity.

As an activist and orga-
nizer, Rev. Jackson
insisted that civil rights
and human rights belong
to everyone. As a political

leader, he expanded what
was possible — bringing
the concerns of everyday
people into the center of
national conversation and
opening doors for genera-
tions of leaders who fol-
lowed. As a minister, he
reminded the nation that
justice is not only a policy
issue, but a spiritual call-
ing — one that requires
courage, compassion, and
action.

We extend our deepest
condolences to the Jack-
son family, to all who
labored beside him, and to
the countless individuals
who found strength in his
voice and vision. May we
honor his legacy not only
with words, but with con-
tinued work — serving our
neighbors, protecting the
right to vote, standing with
the marginalized, and
advancing the beloved

community Dr. King called
us to build.

Rev. Jesse Jackson’s life
moved the plight of the
oppressed forward. His
legacy will continue to
challenge and inspire us to
keep pushing, keep orga-
nizing, and keep hope
alive.

 
Kevin L. Russell, Chair
Martin Luther King, Jr.
State Commission (KY)
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