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CLASSIFIEDSBigfoot from A-1

novel set in Olive Hill. 
“My family migrated in 
1959 to Mansfield where 
my Aunt Kathaleen lived 
and worked. Had she lived 
in Youngstown or Middle-
town, I would have grown 
up there.”  

The Mansfield Olive 
Hill Reunion can trace 
it roots back to the early 
2000’s. At every annual 
reunion there are family 
pictures from Olive Hill 
past generations placed on 
specially made place mats. 
New pictures are taken. 
And, as usual with family 

reunions, there is plenty of 
food. The oldest reunion 
attendee was 93 years old. 
The youngest was 6. 

“If you were from any-
where within twenty miles 
of Olive Hill, you were 
from Olive Hill,” says But-
tons. “We are already set 
for the 2026 reunion.”

For additional informa-
tion contact the writer at 
willied@neo.rr.com   

is much more, but there 
are a few basic attributes 
that most agree upon. It is 
reported to be a two-legged 
creature that is large (7 
to 9 feet in height), much 
broader than a human, and 
entirely covered in fur that 
varies from reddish-brown 
to black. Many report that 
the palms of its hands and 
its face aren’t completely 
covered in hair.

Tabatha Steagall, who 
will be hosting the up-
coming festival, has been 
fascinated with Bigfoot for 
years. Steagall said that 
many people might think 
sightings of the creature 
are limited to the Pacific 
Northwest, but there have 
actually been sightings all 
across the country. And 
some of them, she said, 
have happened in our own 
back yards, quite literally 
in her case. 

The community of 
Grahn, might not be the 
first place that comes to 
mind when discussing Big-
foot sightings or evidence, 
but Steagall shared some 
very interesting events on 
her Facebook page and 
elsewhere about her expe-
riences there.

In the post, Steagall 
shared how her entire 
family went to work in 
her father’s garden for a 
Father’s Day gift. While 
working, a large print 
was discovered between 
freshly tilled potatoes. In 
an effort to keep out deer, 
they had set fenceposts 
that bags could be attached 
to, hoping the movement 
of the bags would startle 
the notoriously skittish 
animals.

“When we were done 
planting my dad left to go 
cut hay, my mom and me 
went to get more bags from 
her house because Jason 
(Steagall’s husband) had 
run out,” Steagall wrote. 
“My sister and Jason went 
to my house to get the kids 
water. About 30 minutes 
later, we returned to put 
bags on, and my little 
boy ran to the end of the 
garden to beat us all there. 
He started screaming he 
had found a Bigfoot print 
and to call Bobo and Cliff 
because of course being six 
he loves the show Finding 
Bigfoot!”

“I didn’t know exactly 
what I thought we were 
going to see but of course 
I didn't think it would be 
this!” she continued. 

What Steagall and her 
family found were five 

footprints in the freshly 
tilled soil, prints so large 
that they could not have 
been made by any human 
foot. One of those prints, 
she said, measured in 
excess of fifteen inches 
length. 

“No one went back to 
the potatoes where this 
print was found after my 
dad tilled, and no one had 
entered the property with-
out us knowing about it,” 
Steagall said. 

“It may not be a Bigfoot 
print or a footprint at 
all,” she said. “But I have 
spent a lot of time trying 
to figure out what else it 
could be.”

“Growing up I always 
heard Bigfoot stories from 
my area,” Steagall con-
tinued. “Sightings from 
before people even knew 
what Bigfoot was, when 
people thought it was a 
monster that came out at 
night to eat their livestock. 
A creature they would hear 
scream from the woods 
and catch glimpses of in 
the fields. My favorite 
sighting was the time a 
local guy passed out in his 
car at the pallet mill here 
in Grahn and woke up to a 
Bigfoot going through the 
workers trash barrel that 
they would throw their left 
over food in from lunch 
time. It’s said that he was 
so scared he jumped out 
of his car and ran all the 
way home. The story goes 
that the Bigfoot chased 
him and when he busted 
through the front door his 
mom looked out and seen 
the creature standing in 
the road. That happened in 
the 1970's, and in the late 
1980's there was anoth-
er sighting in the same 
location.”

These old stories helped 
inspire Steagall to dig 
deeper into the lore – and 
eventually to found her 
own research group. 

“It was in 2014 that 
I realized I had a good 
number of sightings from 
our area, and I started to 
get intrigued by gathering 
more. At the beginning of 
2015 my mom, our friend 
Ronnie, our friend Jim, 
and myself started our 
group known as the Carter 
County Bigfoot Group. I 
have gathered 62 sightings 
of the creature we know as 
Bigfoot. Some are through 
the grapevine, one is from 
a grandma who was spying 
on the telephone party 
line, and some are from 
the individuals themselves 

or close family members. 
They date back to the 
1960's and as recent as 
the Summer of 2016. The 
sightings are not just from 
Grahn, but all over Carter 
County,” Steagall said.

“2013 seemed to be 
an active year for sight-
ings here in Grahn,” she 
remembered. “In March 
I heard about a black 
Bigfoot crossing the road 
and jumping a gate like a 
man would. My son Dylan 
found his first footprint 
in our garden in June of 
2013. In July I heard about 
a neighbor seeing one in 
his back yard. It looked 
at him, then crossed the 
fence and walked on. In 
November, my little boy 
saw something black in the 
woods behind our garage. 
We heard a loud siren 
noise moments later, and 
screams from the other 
side of the road that are 
recorded and on the Ken-
tucky bigfoot site.”

Steagall said other years 
of heavy Bigfoot activity 
were 2015 and 2016. 

“Although I gathered 
mostly reports from the 
80's, I had a few recent 
ones,” Steagall said. “A 
woman got home after 
work late one night (No-
vember 2015) and spotted 
a dark gray bigfoot about 
9-foot-tall walking around 
her garage and out of sight. 
It had silver hair around its 
head. It actually happened 
two nights in a row.” 

Steagall said the woman 
discovered the following 
spring that her neighbors 
also had a sighting of 
something 9-feet-tall with 
glowing eyes, also in No-
vember of 2015.

“A mother and son were 
driving down the road in 
the summer of 2016 when 
the young boy spotted 
something hunkered down 
under a tree. He showed 
his mom who stopped 
in the road to look. The 

creature then stood up and 
walked away.” 

Steagall said that on the 
same road in virtually the 
same spot another individ-
ual reported being chased 
by a white Bigfoot in the 
1990's.

“You may not believe in 
Bigfoot but there is some-
thing living here in the 
woods of Carter County 
that has people talking,” 
Steagall said.

Steagall said belief in 

Bigfoot might be a plus, 
but it isn’t necessary to 
come to the festival on 
September 13. 

“We just want everyone 
to come out and enjoy 
themselves,” she said. 
“There will be good food 
and vendors, and lots of 
good stories. We hope to 
see everyone there.”

Contact the writer at 
charles@cartercounty-
times.com 

Reunion from A-4


