
in my opinion. I mean, for 
somebody who is a rural 
legislator, who has an A+ 
rating from the NRA, and 
hunts, fishes, farms, ranch-
es, and the positions that I 
take historically, that I’ve 
always taken, and those 
kinds of things. You look 
at – and both parties have 
things I don’t agree with, 
don’t get me wrong – but 
(you look at) the national 
leadership, I mean, they 
had a gun control advocate 
there. I’m a constitutional-
ist. I’m not changed. I’m 
an attorney. I’m a senator. 
I swear two oaths, two 
oaths, to the constitution. 
I’m very constitutionally 
oriented, and my voting 
history reflects that. And 
I believe in legislative 
autonomy and separation 
of powers, and my form of 
government.”

While Webb discussed 
issues with both the state 
and national level par-
ty leadership, her main 
complaint was that the 
Democratic Party is out 
of synch with the needs of 
rural voters.

Vice-chair of the Carter 
County Democratic Party 
McClain Dyer agreed with 
Webb that the party needed 
to do a better job of both 
listening to the needs of 
rural voters, and commu-
nicating how their policies 
benefit rural voters. De-
spite that, and his apprecia-
tion for her years of service 
to the community, he said 
it was “disheartening to see 
one of the longest serving 
Democratic senators in 
eastern Kentucky switch to 
the Republicans.” 

“It should send a large 
message to the Kentucky 
Democratic Party about 
how they’re forgetting 
about rural voters and rural 
issues,” Dyer said. 

He also said he felt 
the statement from state 
leadership was needlessly 
confrontation and dismis-
sive. 

“It was very dis-
missive,” Dyer said. “I 
know Senator Webb, on a 
personal level, and I know 
that she will continue to do 
the work for our commu-
nity. I just hope that she 
doesn’t fall victim to the 
games of the Kentucky 
GOP, and allow her vote 
to be whipped to further 
their agenda to make the 
ultra-rich in Kentucky 
even richer.” 

The response in 
question, from KDP chair 
Colmon Eldridge, read, 
“Senator Webb has chosen 
to join a political party 
that is currently working 
around the clock to take 

health care away from over 
a million Kentuckians, 
wipe out our rural hospi-
tals, take food off the table 
of Kentucky families, and 
take resources away from 
our public schools. If those 
are her priorities, then we 
agree: she isn’t a Demo-
crat.” 

Webb herself didn’t 
initially respond to the 
statement from Eldridge, 
but when pressed she said, 
“It was petulant and child-
ish to me.” 

She also sought to allay 
fears that her colleagues 
in the Republican party 
would have any more 
influence on her votes now 
than they did previously. 
She said she hasn’t, in fact, 
always been a Democrat. 
She said she was originally 
registered as a Republican 
– noting that this was the 
party of her father, while 
her mother was a Demo-
crat – and changed her reg-
istration when working in 
the coal industry, because 
that party better aligned 
with her interests and 
concerns at that time. But, 
she said, the parties have 
changed their priorities 
since then, as they have 
several times since being 
established. 

“There’s just issues 
in play that I felt, as the 
only rural legislator in 
the caucus for the past 
few years – and I love my 
colleagues individually – I 
can’t support the things 
that they support. The 
urban/rural divide is very 
real. It’s real on a national 
level, and it’s real and it’s 
here now. And I respect 
their views and I respect 
the demographic that they 
represent, and I’ll continue 
to work with them. But 
it’s been kind of lonely for 
me as a rural legislator for 
the last couple years. And 
this isn’t a decision that 
happened overnight, and 
it’s one I prayed about. I 
didn’t take it lightly, and 
I knew there’d be some 
people disappointed, but 
at some point you have to 
reflect the values of your 
district as well as being 
true to yourself. And I’m 
not changing. I’m really 
not changing. Everyone 
knows that I will still 
support working men and 
women. I will vote in the 
best interest of the Union. I 
will support public schools 
like I’ve always done, and 
the employees thereof, 
and worker safety, and a 
rational approach to the en-
vironment. Those are thing 
that are not – nothing’s go-
ing to really change about 
me as far as my votes.”

Among those who 
expressed disappointment 
was Nicholas Hazelett, 
Chair of the Johnson 
County Democrats, Pres-
ident of the Appalachian 
Regional Young Demo-
crats, and State Central 
Executive Committee 
member for Congressional 
District 5. 

Hazelett, voicing his 
disappointment on social 
media, said that Webb 
had assured him and other 
young Eastern Kentucky 
Democrats of her com-
mitment to, “one final 
run for Senate District 18 
(Boyd, Carter, Greenup, 
and Lewis) next year as a 
Democratic candidate.” 

However, he character-
ized that promise – which 
he said she reiterated 
during Grayson’s Memory 
Days (Hazelett was a par-
ticipant in the parade) as, 
“all smoke and mirrors.” 

Webb, however, said 
she never made any such 
commitment, and only 
spoke to Hazelett briefly 
during Memory Days 
because she was ill with 
bronchitis. 

“I saw Nick – who I 
love dearly, I appreciate 
Nick – at the Memory 
Days Parade. We didn’t 
talk. I waved at him. I said, 
‘Oh! I didn’t know you 
were here.’ And I turned 
around and left. I mean, 
I didn’t talk to anybody 
about that at the Mem-
ory Days Parade. I had 
bronchitis. I was driving a 
truck. That’s why Patrick 
(Flannery, House District 
96) was riding with me. 
He couldn’t get anybody to 
help him. I was sick. I said, 
‘I’m not walking, jump in 
the back.’ We’re cousins. I 
didn’t feel good for many 
days. I went home and 
slept after the parade for 
16 hours. So, I didn’t talk 
to anybody there. And, he 
might have said something 
about coming down the 
last time I talked to him. 
I don’t even know when 
that was. He mentioned 
something about coming 
down to Johnson County, 
and I might’ve said I might 
try, or something. I don’t 
know. But, I never said 
that.” 

Hazelett, however, said 
he had spoken to Webb, 
“numerous times about co-
ordinated efforts to re-fo-
cus our party post-2024 to 
rural Democratic values 
and efforts, but clearly that 
wasn’t enough to trust her 
ardent supporters, and that 
leads to our reality now.” 

Hazelett also said he 
felt fears about losing her 
seat if the Republicans ran 

someone against her was 
a motivating factor. While 
Webb has long survived as 
a Democrat in a Republi-
can district based on voters 
who valued her voice more 
than her party, Hazelett 
said that voters who pull a 
straight party ticket when 
they enter the voting booth 
could present a challenge 
to the Senator who ran 
unopposed in her last 
election. He said several 
names, including Flan-
nery’s, had been floated as 
a challenger for her Senate 
seat. Webb, however, flatly 
dismissed such conjecture. 

“There is no truth to 
that whatsoever,” she 
said. “I’m sure there were 
Republicans (who would 
like to see a challenger.) 
But it was indicated to me 
that they were not going to 
select a candidate to really 
attack me. That it could 
have been a few self-start-
ers or somebody that 
wanted to, or was trying 
to get them to. There’s a 
couple of people in the 
district that were kind of 
trying to recruit somebody, 
and I get it. I get it, with 
the numbers. I get it, with 
the president’s approval 
rating in the district and 
the numbers, registration 
and all that. I get that. 
That’s politics. You want 
your ticket to be as full as 
possible from an analytical 
standpoint, to help your 
other people that are run-
ning and their party.” 

She said when the party 
doesn’t run someone, they 
can get pressure from 
Washington for “a recruit-
ing fail.” 

“But,” she continued, 
“I mean… it had nothing 
to do with this upcoming 
election.” 

Webb may be the 
most high profile local 
Democrat to leave the 
party, but she isn’t the only 
elected official to change 
her affiliation since the 
last election. PVA Leslie 
Kiser-Roseberry confirmed 
rumors that she had joined 
the Republican party last 
year. Dyer confirmed that 
county attorney Brian 
Bayes also switched his 
party affiliation, though 
Bayes had not replied 
to requests for comment 
before press time. 

Kiser-Roseberry said 
that she changed her party 
in February 2024, “after 
much thought,” and “so 
nobody would say I was 
switching because of my 
job or because of an up-
coming election.” 

“My stand on every 
issue is still the same as it 
was when I was a Dem-

ocrat,” she said. “I had 
always been a conservative 
Democrat, but the party 
has changed so much that 
I no longer recognize it. I 
feel like I didn’t change at 
all, they did.” 

She said she stayed with 
the party for as long as she 
did out of tradition, but she 
didn’t feel at home in the 
party any longer, in part 
because of issues being 
debated on the national 
stage. 

“I absolutely did not 
make this decision lightly, 
because on a local level, 
I love our Democrats. I 
just can’t get behind much 
of what the Democratic 
Party has become on a 
federal level. I disagree 
with them on many things, 
but honestly the straw that 
broke the camel’s back 
was I believe men cannot 
be women and should not 
be allowed to compete 
against women in women’s 
sports.”

Transgender athletes 
were also referenced by 
Webb in our conversation. 
But Dyer said he doesn’t 
believe debating these cul-
ture war issues benefits the 
party or the voters. Instead, 
he said, it distracts from 
the real boilerplate issues 
that would improve the 
lives of voters, and divides 
people into competing and 
antagonistic tribes before 
they can even discuss 
issues that would benefit 
everyone.

“To Senator Webb, as I 
did say, it’s disheartening 
to see her move,” Dyer 
said. “But I think that it’s 
more a reflection of how 
the national parties have 
led us to believe that social 
issues and cultural issues 
are more important than 
the issues facing everyday 
Kentuckians at their dinner 
table. People want to know 
how they are going to put 
food on the table. How are 
they going to keep a roof 
above their heads? And 
how are they going to pay 
their electric and water 
bills? And I hope that 
Senator Webb continues to 
focus on that as member of 
the GOP delegation.”

He said he also be-
lieves, despite what Webb 
and others have said, that 
the fear of losing elections 
because of straight party 
voters is on the mind of 
politicians, even if it’s only 
in the back of their mind 
and not their main motivat-
ing factor.  

“I think that is some-
thing that they’re worried 
about, but I think that’s 
something to be worried 
about,” he said. “Espe-

cially whenever there’s a 
major national elections, 
like a presidential election. 
That was our biggest issue 
in the last election. That’s 
why Democrats (includ-
ing those who have won 
in the district in the past) 
did so poorly in Carter 
County. We had so many 
straight ticket votes as the 
Republican Party. That is 
why I believe some of our 
county’s (candidates in 
the last election) switched 
to being Republicans, 
because they were afraid 
of that. And I hate to say 
it, but they were right. But 
this upcoming election, 
next fall, is not an election 
in which the straight party 
voting can make a big 
difference. If you get out 
and campaign as a Dem-
ocrat, and you campaign 
on issues that voters truly 
care about, and you make 
sure they know your name 
and they know to go to the 
polls to vote for you, they 
will. They’re going to vote 
for who they think is the 
best for the job, if you get 
out and tell them.” 

He said Webb’s past 
success as a Democrat in a 
largely Republican district 
is evidence of that. But 
what the future holds still 
remains to be seen. 

But while Dyer and his 
colleagues in the Carter 
County Democratic Party, 
along with other Appala-
chian Democrats, ponder 
what Webb’s changing 
alliances mean for them 
and their continued efforts 
to focus attention on rural 
issues that they say neither 
the GOP nor urban and 
western Kentucky Demo-
crats care to focus on, local 
Republicans are less pen-
sive and more celebratory.

“I am excited to wel-
come Senator Webb into 
the Carter County GOP,” 
party chair Justin Criswell 
said in a statement to the 
Times. “This is a reflection 
of the continuing shift 
of the Democratic Party 
from the citizens of Carter 
County and Eastern Ken-
tucky.”

He also echoed Webb’s 
declaration that this 
wouldn’t change the way 
she voted or represented 
her district. 

“Senator Webb will 
continue to be a champion 
for her constituency and in 
step with the super major-
ity in the Kentucky State 
Senate,” he said. 

Contact the writer at 
editor@cartercountytimes.
com
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CLASSIFIEDSwith the average salary 
hovering near $90,000. 
That’s real, respectable 
work. 

Is a French literature 
major likely to make that 
kind of money reading 
Rimbaud in the original 
language? Probably not. 
Do dentists need to study 
metaphysics to fill a cav-
ity? Of course not. That’s 
not the point.

The question we should 
be asking isn’t, “What 

job will this get me?” It’s, 
“What understanding will 
this give me?” Because 
the essence of education 
isn’t the memorization 
of facts—it’s the culti-
vation of understanding. 
It’s one thing to know the 
definition of an atom; it’s 
another to grasp how at-
oms behave. It’s one thing 
to summarize a novel; 
it’s another to understand 
what the author intended to 
convey. Knowing the dates 

of a war is easy. Under-
standing the forces that led 
to it—and the ones it un-
leashed—is much harder.

If education were 
merely about job training, 
we could all stop learn-
ing once we punched the 
clock. And sadly, many do. 
But I believe education is 
about more than utility. It’s 
about becoming a fuller, 
better version of ourselves.

Plato wrote, “If a man 
neglects education, he 

walks lame to the end 
of his life.” I take that to 
heart. I don’t want to learn 
just to work. I want to 
learn to grow. To better un-
derstand the world around 
me—and the one within 
me. To take knowledge and 
turn it into comprehension, 
and hopefully, over time, 
into wisdom.

I may never learn ev-
erything. But I fully intend 
to die trying.

Learning from A-5

PUBLIC NOTICE 
BID NOTICE

The Regional KY Works Program 
is seeking a qualified organization 
to provide job readiness activity 
classes, career advancement training, 
and computer literacy training to 
TANF clients within Carter county 
and throughout a 56 county service 
region utilizing a virtual application 
during the fiscal year July 1, 2025 
to June 30, 2026. Services are to be 
provided at the Regional KY Works 
Program, 333 Warrior Dr., Olive 
Hill, KY. Proposals will be received 
until 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 13, 2025. For a copy of the full 
Request for Proposals, contact Cody 
Branham, Director of the Regional 
KY Works Program by email: cody.
branham@bigsandy.org.

Webb from A-1

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 65A.080 
(2), KRS 424.220, of the Kentucky 
Revised Statues, the financial report 
and supporting data may be inspected 
by the public at the Carter County 
Conservation District Office located 
at 526 East Main Street Grayson, 
Kentucky 41143. Our office hours 
are between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday or on the 
Department of Local Government 
website. https://spge.dlg.ky.gov/spge/
SPGE/13225/Dashboard The Carter 
County Conservation District holds 
its regularly scheduled monthly 
board meetings at 6:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the 
district office.  All meetings are open 
to the public.

All meetings are public but also 
offered via Zoom. Please contact the 
Carter County Conservation District 
to get information on how to access 
these meetings.

This advertisement was paid for 
by the Carter County Conservation 
District using taxpayer dollars in the 
amount of $39.49

CLERK'S NOTICE OF 
FIDUCIARIES ACCOUNTING

Upon requirements of Section 
424.129 Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
the following fiduciary appointments 
have been filed with the Carter 
County District Court Clerk. 

Final Settlement Ashley Gallion 
, Administratrix, in the estate of: 
David Aaron Gallion. Attorney for 
Estate, Hon Brandon Hamilton, July 
2nd , 2025, at 10:30am having been 
set as date of hearing, no cause for 
exceptions, having been shown, the 
settlement will be confirmed at date 
of hearing.

Joyful Noise from A-2

tations, etc., that come up 
in you during the day, you 
will cease from sinning! 
And it is not just a promise 
that will be fulfilled some 
unknown day far in the 
future – you see progress 
as you go. So, you must 
take up the cross daily. 

Bearing Your Cross  
“Bearing your cross” 

means that you are willing 
to put to death your own 
will, and to surrender your-
self to His will, according 
to His Word. It means that 
how you act is important. 
It means that what you say, 
and how you say it matters. 
It’s a challenge to treat the 
“least” of us as you would 
Him (Matt. 25:31-46).

Deny Yourself
Used within the context 

of the imagery of taking 
up the cross and following 
Jesus, "denying oneself" 
conveys the sense of a 
person disassociating him-
self from his self-interest 
to serve a higher purpose. 
Self-denial is not to deny 
one's personality or to 
withdraw from the world.

To “deny” yourself 
means to say “no” to your-
self and “yes” to God. Paul 
is not talking about ascet-
icism — forgoing earthly 
possessions, not eating 
certain foods, ignoring the 
world, etc. To say it differ-
ently, the process of denial 
is “to humbly submit my 
will to God.”

After Jesus commanded 
cross-bearing, He said, 
“For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life 
for me will find it. What 
good will it be for someone 
to gain the whole world, 
yet forfeit their soul? Or 
what can anyone give in 
exchange for their soul?” 
(Matthew 16:25–26). 
Although the call to take 
up our cross is tough, the 
reward is matchless. Noth-
ing in this world is worth 
passing up eternal life.

Are you ready to take 
up your cross and follow 
Jesus? Are you willing to 
follow Jesus if it means 
losing your closest friends? 
If it means alienation from 

your family? If it means 
losing your reputation? Are 
you willing to follow Jesus 
if it means losing your job? 
Are you willing to follow 
Jesus if it means losing 
your life? Are you willing 
to take up your cross? If 
faced with a choice, Jesus, 
or the comforts of this life, 
which will you choose?

Commitment to Christ 
means taking up your 
cross daily, giving up your 
hopes, dreams, posses-
sions, and even your very 
life, if need be, for the 
cause of Christ. Only if 
you willingly take up your 
cross may you be called 
His disciple (Luke 14:27). 
The reward is worth the 
price. Remember that, as 

Jesus called His disciples 
to “take up your cross and 
follow Me,” He, too, bore 
a cross. Our Lord led the 
way.

Amen! So be it! 
JOYFUL House of 

Prayer, 2519 Quicksand 
Road, (P.O. Box 856), 
Jackson, Kentucky 41339. 
Send Comments/Prayer 
Requests: Pastornaomi-
4god@gmail.com. FB: 

JoyfulHoprayer. Services: 
10am Sunday and Joyful 
Kids Class at 10:30am, 
6:30pm Thursdays. Radio 
Broadcast: WJSN 97.3 
FM & WEKG 81.0 AM 
Sundays 1-2pm.


