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Civil suit seeks to disqualify 
Johnson as circuit judge candidate

By BoB Vlach

Woodford Sun Staff

A civil lawsuit filed in 
Scott Circuit Court this week 
seeks to disqualify Rob John-
son as a candidate for 14th 
Circuit judge.

Sarah Fightmaster and 
Kim Vinegar, residents of 
Bourbon and Scott coun-
ties, respectively, are listed 
as plaintiffs in the lawsuit, 
which argues Johnson “does 
not have the statutory ‘bona 
fides’ to hold the office for 
which he seeks – given the ob-
jective fact that he is married 
to Sharon Muse-Johnson, the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
for the Fourteenth Judicial 
Circuit,” which encompasses 
Scott, Bourbon and Wood-
ford counties.

Greg Coulson, a Lexing-
ton attorney representing the 
suit’s plaintiffs, who mostly 
does criminal defense cases, 
argues Johnson’s relationship 
with Muse-Johnson disquali-
fies him from presiding over 
any criminal proceeding in 
the circuit because his wife 
is the circuit’s top prosecutor 
and that her staff, including 
the assistant commonwealth 
attorneys, serve at her plea-
sure. “Therefore,” he said, 
“it is impossible to insulate 
Johnson from his wife in 
criminal proceedings, as she 

is the duly elected official 
with the responsibility of 
prosecuting all matters before 
this Circuit Court.”

In an email to the Sun 
responding to the suit, Rob 
Johnson, a former 14th Cir-
cuit judge, wrote, “This is 
the latest attempt to direct 
voter attention away from 
the most critical issue in this 
election – which candidate 
has the necessary trial expe-
rience. This position is for a 
trial judge. I’ve had over 100 
trials; my opponent has never 
had a trial, not as an attorney 
or a judge.”

Kathryn “Katie” Gabhart, 
who was executive director 
of the state Executive Branch 
Ethics Commission for the 
last six years, told the Sun 
in May, “My experience in 
fighting public corruption 
in the executive branch will 
serve this community in 
bringing ethics to the bench.” 
She was appointed in May to 
finish Brian Privett’s term as 
circuit judge (Division 2) in 
the 14th Circuit.

In the civil suit, Coulson 
cites an article in the Nov. 25, 
2021 edition of the George-
town News-Graphic that 
stated if Muse-Johnson were 
elected, he could agree to 
accept the civil cases, avoid-
ing presiding over a court 
proceeding in which Muse 

is the prosecutor. “Assigning 
one judge to manage civil 
cases and another assigned to 
criminal cases makes perfect 
sense,” Johnson said in the 
article.

“Such a split,” Coulson 
argues, “would wholly un-
dermine the idea of a court 
of general jurisdiction, as 
contemplated by the Ken-
tucky Constitution and the 
Kentucky Revised Statutes. 
The proposed ‘solution’ 
actually creates two limited 
jurisdiction courts in the same 
Circuit.” He further argues 
that the proposed solution 
“would also strip the Division 
I Circuit Judge” (Jeremy Mat-
tox) of his “Constitutional 
and statutory authority and 
duty to preside over civil 
matters in this Circuit.”

“Additionally,” Coulson 
argues, “the idea of assigning 
criminal cases to one judge 
and civil cases to another 
judge is a violation of Ken-
tucky Supreme Court Rule 
1.040(4)(a), which states 
that cases are to be assigned 
at random when a judicial 
circuit has more than one 
judge.”

Coulson said Johnson’s 
“purported solution creates 
a bevy of issues ...” He con-
tends taxpayers will “suffer 
significant harm by paying 
a judge more than $140,000 

annually for Johnson to 
perform less than half of the 
duties of his office.” And he 
argues, “Criminal defendants 
would be prejudiced by un-
constitutional delays in the 
adjudication of their prosecu-
tions, due to the backlog of 
cases created by Johnson’s 
wholesale recusal from any 
criminal matter.”

In asking the court to order 
Johnson’s name removed 
from the ballot, Coulson 
stated, “By not being able to 
hear any criminal matter for 
an unforeseeable period of 
time, Johnson is not quali-
fied to hold the position of 
Circuit Judge in the same 
jurisdiction where his wife 
is Commonwealth Attorney.”

In his response, Rob John-
son said, “The Kentucky 
Judicial Ethics Commission 
has already concluded I can 
be the Circuit Judge while my 
wife is the Commonwealth 
Attorney. We would never 
appear in the same courtroom. 
The will of the voters and their 
decision should determine 
the outcome of this election, 
not frivolous lawsuits meant 
to confuse the public. Voters 
can see through this kind of 
dirty politics. It’s beneath the 
office of Circuit Judge and the 
conduct of public servants.”

See JUDGE p. 13

WOODFORD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD members and schools Superintendent 
Danny Adkins participated in a ceremonial groundbreaking at the future site of a 
new high school Aug. 24. (Photo by Bob Vlach)

WCHS CHEERLEADERS helped the community cel-
ebrate during a ceremonial groundbreaking for a new 
high school across School House Road from Woodford 
County Middle School’s campus off of Falling Springs 
Boulevard. (Photo by Bob Vlach)

Groundbreaking for 
new WCHS ‘a big 

deal for community’
By BoB Vlach

Woodford Sun Staff

The ceremonial ground-
breaking for a new Woodford 
County High School Aug. 24 
was a community celebration 
of future opportunities for 
students.

Punctuated by WCHS 
cheerleaders revving up 
the crowd, as the marching 
band played their school’s 
fight song and later “My 
Old Kentucky Home” – the 
groundbreaking in the view of 
WCHS junior Conner Brum-
ley was an occasion to turn “a 
new chapter ... in Woodford 
County history.” He pointed 
out the groundbreaking hap-
pened 59 years after the 
current high school opened; 
and said future generations of 
students will reap the benefits 
of learning in an “innovative 
and modern high school.”

“Our new high school will 
now reflect the excellence 
that already exists in Wood-
ford County’s educational 
system,” said school board 
Chair Dani Bradley.

Superintendent Danny 
Adkins lauded school board 
members for “taking it on 
the chin to be able to get 
this project done.” He also 
thanked students, teachers, 
parents and others for help-

ing to celebrate “this historic 
occasion ...”

“... When you have the 
greatest students and the 
greatest staff in this com-
monwealth, they deserve a 
facility that exemplifies that. 
They deserve a building they 
can be proud of,” said Adkins. 
He said the new WCHS will 
offer students unlimited op-
portunities.

In his nine-plus years as 
mayor of Versailles, Brian 
Traugott said, “This is by far 
the most impactful ground-
breaking or ribbon cutting 
… I’ve ever attended.

“This is a big deal for this 
community.”

Although a majority of 
voters did not support a nickel 
tax to pay for a new high 
school in 2018 after what he 
described as a robust public 
debate among those “for” and 
“against” the proposed facil-
ity tax, “the near-consensus, 
I would argue, is that the … 
high school that we are cur-
rently using is inadequate,” 
Traugott said.

He said teachers, other 
school employees and “most 
of all our students” deserve 
“better facilities than they 
have right now.”

Traugott thanked Bradley 
for her commitment to doing 
what was right for students, 

teachers and staff in the face 
adversity.

“Today’s been quite a long 
time in the making,” said 
Bradley. “Building our high 
school has been an issue – like 
Mayor Traugott said – that 
has strained and sometimes 
divided our community. But 
today marks a monumental 
day in healing that divide. 
Today, we show that we’re 
willing to do whatever’s 
necessary to unite for our 
children.

“I can’t think of a more 
meaningful investment for 
our community than educat-
ing our kids.” She thanked 

See NEW p. 7

More parking, empty storefront 
improvements among needs 
cited at downtown ‘summit’

50 PEOPLE participated in Tuesday’s “Downtown Stakeholder Summit” at the 
Kentucky Community and Technical College System headquarters. By the end of 
the 90-minute meeting, they’d offered dozens of suggestions about how to make 
downtown Versailles better for business owners, residents and visitors. (Photo by 
John McGary)

By John McGary

Woodford Sun Editor

A “Downtown Stakeholder Summit” 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, featured 50 people dis-
cussing ways to make downtown Versailles 
better for businesses and the people who 
visit and live there.

The 90-minute meeting was held at the 
Kentucky Community and Technical Col-
lege System headquarters and featured a 
dozen or so elected officials and appointees 
and several people who own downtown 
businesses. It was organized by the Building 
Standards and Downtown Development Ad 
Hoc Committee, which has held about 10 
meetings since it was formed last October. 
The co-chairs of the committee, City Coun-
cilmembers Lisa Johnson and Laura Dake, 
moderated the event, which began with their 
remarks about significant developments 
downtown over the last few years.

The committee designated the “down-
town district” as the area on Main and 
Frankfort streets from Rose Hill Avenue to 
Yellow Jacket Drive (and a block on each 
side) and Lexington Street from Main Street 
to Woodford Feed (and a block on each side). 
Versailles Mayor Brian Traugott and Wood-
ford Judge-Executive James Kay spoke 
briefly, with Traugott calling downtown “the 
most critical aspect of a city” and Kay, who 
grew up downtown, saying it looked better 
than he could ever remember.

Before attendees broke up into eight 
tables, Dake and Johnson, with the assistance 
of PowerPoint displays, discussed recent 
downtown developments and challenges that 
remain. Dake said private investment in the 
old Amsden and Versailles United Methodist 
buildings have spurred interest in downtown, 
as have public investments like the ongoing 
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By Scott White
Managing editor

For the first time in history, there will be 
a 24-hours, seven days a week emergency 
medical service located in and directly serv-
ing Midway and northern Woodford County. 

“This took a long time, it wasn’t cheap, 
but nothing worth doing is. . . . This will ab-
solutely save lives,” Midway Mayor Grayson 
Vandegrift said at the dedication ceremony 
on Saturday, Jan. 15.

The project, Vandegrift said, originated in 
a 2012 study by the county that determined 
the need for a 24-7 EMS station in Midway. 
In 2014, during his first mayoral term, Van-
degrift approached the fiscal court about the 
project, but there were not enough funds to 
tackle the project. However, he said, this 
changed as the city generated more money. 

 “As the Midway Station began to develop, 

By Scott White
Managing editor

Woodford County Judge-
Executive James Kay ticked 
off a long list of accomplish-
ments for 2024, which he said 
creates a lot of momentum to 
launch into 2025. 

Midway celebrates opening of new fire and EMS station

County Judge Kay sees 2025 shaping up as another successful year

JAMES KAY
(Photo by Scott White)

For example, he said many 
projects were completed or 
started in 2024, such as the 
multi-million dollar parks 
renovation and expansion, 
the Downtown Entertain-
ment District joint project 
with Versailles, the Cleaner 
Water & Sewer Project for 
Millville,  the initiation of 
the Huntertown Road safety 
project, starting construc-
tion on Woodford Lake that 
adds to the recreation of 
Falling Springs, the Clifton 
history project and holding 
the Woodford Opiate Sum-
mit, the first of its kind in 
Kentucky, to begin deciding 
how to use the opiate settle-
ment funds.

He added the county had 
the largest budget in its his-
tory, $51 million, with no tax 
increase while lowering prop-
erty taxes and providing raises 
for all county employees – all 
while banking the largest sur-
plus in county history. 

“We have a lot of momen-
tum all over Woodford Coun-
ty which we will be building 
on . . . 2025 is shaping up with 
some game-changing proj-
ects from infrastructure to 
projects like a major renova-
tion of the Woodford Theater 
at Falling Springs,” said Kay. 

“A fundamental piece of this 
from the county’s perspective 
is the terrific collaboration 
between us, the cities of 
Versailles and Midway and 
state government . . . things 
like the Versailles Downtown 
Entertainment District, the 
Woodford County Food 
Pantry and the new Midway 
Fire and Woodford County 
EMS station.”

Top of the list for Kay 
in 2025 is the completion 
of the expansion of internet 
broadband service in rural 
Woodford County, which is 
required to be finished by the 
end of this year. 

“This will be major, not 
just for our rural areas but 
all of Woodford County by 
introducing a new participant 
in the market with All Points 
Broadband. The total project 
will cost $16.6 million made 
up of private investment and 
public award money,” he said. 

When completed, all resi-
dences and businesses in 
Woodford County will have 
access to high-speed internet 
via broadband service – not 
just rural areas which will 
offer more choices for con-
sumers. 

“Woodford County is 
making the biggest invest-

ment in high-speed internet 
ever because for today’s 
education and economy to 
work for everyone, from our 
farms to the Kentucky River 
valley, and especially for our 
children, internet access is 
as important as electricity, 
water and basic services,” 
Kay said. “It adds a vital tool 
to our arsenal and makes us 
even more competitive for 
economic development.”

Another major project that 
started in 2024 that will “really 
begin to pay big dividends is 
the multi-million-dollar park 
project (the county is) doing 
with Versailles,” Kay said. 

“The re-opening of Big Spring 
Park this spring is going to 
make downtown Versailles 
even more amazing, and don’t 
forget the new lights and turf 
to our youth fields at Falling 
Spring which significantly 
improves capacity and more 
opportunities for our youth 
to enjoy recreational and 
competitive sports.”

In terms of single projects, 
Kay said the Fiscal Court is 
beginning discussions with 
the Woodford Theater at Fall-
ing Springs, which is already 
“considered one of the very 
best regional theaters in Ken-
tucky,” to upgrade the entire 
venue with more and better 
seating, backstage areas, 
lighting and main stage. 

“We have budgeted 
$100,000 which will be 
supplemented by a capital 
campaign by the theater, and 
we are hoping this gets un-
derway this year,” said Kay. 
“This is an important part 
of our cultural landscape, as 
well as vital for our children’s 
education from school field 
trips through high school with 
the young artists program.”

Another major initiative, 
which will involve and build 
on the work of the Versailles 
City Council, is an affordable 

and accessible housing plan. 
“We need to create more 

truly affordable housing 
to give existing Woodford 
County residents options and 
not folks moving over here,” 
he said. 

He said the county will 
also soon unveil a new web-
site, to be called “Woodford 
Business One Stop,” which 
will aim to be more accessible 
and transparent, ensuring 
even more openness in how 
the county operates. 

Kay said there are several 
consequential infrastructure 
projects planned for 2025 as 
well, including the Big Sink 
sidewalk, the Millville water 
and sewer line, a new bridge 
at Paynes Depot Bridge and 
a McCracken Pike safety 
road at Woodford Reserve 
distillery, which will take out 
a dangerous curve and dis-
courage visitors from cross-
ing the road. And, he said, 
the new Woodford County 
Comprehensive Plan should 
also be completed this year. 

Looking forward to 2025, 
it is no surprise to hear Kay 
say, “There are going to be a 
lot of great days in Woodford 
County!”

MIDWAY MAYOR GRAYSON VANDEGRIFT addressed a good-sized crowd on a 
cold, snowy day during the dedication of the new Midway Fire and EMS Station 
located on Lacefield Road in Midway Station. (Photo by Bob Rouse)

we had a new, pretty good stream of revenue 
and we started in earnest working with James 
and Liles to make this happen,” he said. 

Vandegrift is referring to Woodford 
County Judge-Executive James Kay and 
Liles Taylor, the magistrate whose district 
includes Midway. 

Vandegrift also gave a big shout-out to 
former mayor Stacy Thurman who he credited 
with “showing the leadership and determina-
tion with the council to make this happen, she 
made a lot of these decisions about what we 
all see today.”  

“Midway is a little city that does big 
things,” he said.  

Vandegrift also singled out Brett Construc-
tion and its project manager Jim Hayes and 
Midway engineer David Brown. 

“David’s a genius, he figured out many, 
many problems to get this done. When I 
first told him of the timeline for the project 

he said ‘Grayson, that’s a little ambitious.’ 
Well, thanks to him and lots of other people 
we made it happen,” he said. 

Noting how invaluable the input from 
Midway Fire Chief Armstrong had been, 
Vandegrift said, “Our first responders do so 
much for us and it is important we show our 
respect for them by providing them with a 
facility like this to do their job as well as 
they can.”

Taylor also credited the “incredible co-
operative approach between Midway, the 
county, the Economic Development Author-
ity, and Planning Commission” to realizing 
this project. 

“With Midway’s expanded growth over 
the last several years and what is coming, 
traffic has become a real issue on 421, 341 
and I-64,” he said. “With this new station, 
we have literally added a sixth player on the 
court to make northern Woodford County 
and Midway a safer place . . . and, really, the 
whole county. Instead of bringing EMS up 
from Versailles or other stations which leaves 
them without immediate service, this area is 
now covered and folks needing emergency 
medical service will get it much faster.”

Kay also focused on what could be 
achieved through an intentional effort to 
work together. 

“This kind of local cooperation along with 
elected officials who listen to experts like 

Freeman Bailey and Chief Armstrong and 
then follow that expertise is a real example 
of how government should work,” Kay said. 
“I know Midwegians are going to sleep even 
better knowing this fire and EMS station will 
protect them and their children.” 

Kay pointed out that having Bailey, who 
is the Woodford County EMS director, in-
volved was a significant resource. Baily was 
also responsible for overseeing the recent 
construction of the other EMS station.

 “I can promise you, every sin-
gle bolt in this building was needed 
and it was the right one,” Kay said. 
Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman also attended 
the dedication event. 

“This new station means a lot to me per-
sonally . . . I just live down 421 on the way 
to Frankfort, and my husband is the vice 
principal” at Woodford County High School, 
she said. “Days like today are so special. It 
also just adds to your economic development 
efforts to have community resources like 
this which are important to companies and 
industries looking at quality of life.” 

After the speeches were given to rounds 
of applause and photographs, the crowd of 
about 60 toured the new station, which also 
included a new room dedicated as a museum 
to firefighting in Midway . . . not surprising 
given it is “historic” Midway. 

By Scott White
Managing editor

The 39th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day Celebra-
tion and Unity Breakfast and 
march was well attended on 
Jan. 20 despite arctic tem-
peratures hovering at around 
6 degrees. 

This year’s Unity Break-
fast theme was “Mission Pos-
sible: Protecting Freedom, 
Justice and Democracy in the 
spirit of non-violence.”

Keynote speaker Chantel 
Bingham, who is a Versailles 

MLK Celebration and Unity Breakfast theme was “Mission Possible”
Protecting Freedom, Justice and Democracy in the spirit of non-violence

CHANTEL BINGHAM
(Photo by Scott White)

City Council member and 
the executive director of the 
Versailles Housing Authority, 
began her powerful address 
by tying the event’s theme 
to the theme of the movie 
franchise Mission Impos-
sible, saying, “Cruise was 
able to complete his mission 
. . . by developing a strategy, 
organizing his team, giving 
them assignments, setting 
expectations and a clear 
goal and then set the plan in 
action.” 

“This is what we all have 
to do to continue fulfilling Dr. 

King’s dream and making the 
mission possible,” she said. 
“Dr. King said ‘Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.’ These words 
remind us that freedom, 
justice and democracy are 
not isolated ideals. They are 
interconnected, a chain that is 
only as strong as its weakest 
link. To protect these values, 
we must ensure they belong 
to everyone and not just to 
some.”

The event was hosted by 
the Woodford County Roots 
and Heritage Committee, the 

group that created this yearly 
community event. 

It was held in the commu-
nity room of First Christian 
Church, Versailles, which 
was packed with an estimated 
200 attendees including elect-
ed officials, civic and govern-
ment groups and just regular 
folks who came together to 
celebrate not only Dr. King, 
but also the principles and 
challenges he left as legacies. 

Before Bingham spoke, 
the Silver Voices of Zion set 
the tone with a stunning ren-
dition of the hymn “Jesus is 

THE NEW MIDWAY FIRE AND EMS STATION dedication was celebrated with a 
whole lot of smiling faces on Saturday, Jan. 18. (Photo by Roger Jordan)

the Best Thing,” with soloist 
William Harris and members 
Diane Demus, Ladonna Polk, 
Kim Young and Eleanor 
Middleton. 

Bingham delved into the 
ideas of freedom, justice and 
democracy in her comments. 

“True freedom starts with 
freeing our mind from the 
status quo of rhetoric that we 
have been fed from polarizing 
media and politicians,” she 
said. “We have to seek our 
truth by infiltrating the edu-

A Blood Moon was seen in Versailles during eclipse totality around 
3 a.m. on Friday, March 14. The total lunar eclipse — the first in three years — featured 
a “blood worm moon,” so named for the reddish hue of its glow and the time of 
year it’s occurring, according to NPR. (Photo by Bill Caine)

By Bob Vlach
Woodford Sun Staff

Audiences coming to 
Woodford Theatre can see 
two versions of “The Odd 
Couple” – a male version 
set in the 1960s and a female 
version set in the 1980s.

Woodford Theatre bringing male, female versions
of Neil Simon’s ‘The Odd Couple’ to audiences

FOUR ACTORS are portraying the lead characters in “The Odd Couple” at Woodford 
Theatre beginning with tonight’s performance of the female version of Neil Simon’s 
classic comedy. Pictured from left are Steven Maddox as Oscar Madison, Esther Neel 
as Gwendolyn Pigeon, Claire Gilbert as Cecily Pigeon and Mead Ryder as Felix 
Ungar. (Woodford Theatre photo)

Having four actors – Ste-
ven Maddox, Esther Neel, 
Claire Gilbert and Mead 
Ryder – play the four lead 
characters in the male and 
female versions of the show 
was an opportunity to turn 
“The Odd Couple” into “a 
joyful battle of the sexes,” 
says Woodford Theatre Artis-
tic Director Daniel Ellis, who 
is also directing the shows.

By doing both versions, 
he is confident the male and 
female characters are able 
to “have their say,” but that 
wouldn’t be possible if these 
four leads couldn’t handle the 
hefty job of embodying eight 
characters. 

“It’s fascinating to watch,” 
he says, “and it’s delightful to 
be in a place where we can 
offer an opportunity like that 
to local talent.”

Gilbert describes playing 
two very different characters, 
Cecily Pigeon and Florence 
Ungar, as appealing to her. “It 
makes it a very juicy project 
for me as an actor,” she says. 

Speaking in a British ac-
cent as the fun-loving Cecily 
and also portraying a much 
more dramatic Florence has 
required hours and hours 

of running lines with Neel, 
which Gilbert says has al-
lowed her to get to know 
an accomplished actor and 
director as a person too.

“The thing that I also re-
ally enjoy about it,” she says, 
“is getting to work with both 
casts,” including a young ac-
tor like Noah Boos, who plays 
Vinnie in the male version.

Boos, 24, says his mom 
urged him to audition for 
“The Odd Couple” and he’s 
glad she did because he’s 
working with four “incred-
ible actors” who seamlessly 
transition from being one 
character to another.

Ellis wasn’t supposed to 
direct or act, but out of neces-
sity, he does both (something 
he has never done before). He 
credits his assistant director 
Evender Hodges Sanders for 
making it possible for him to 
play one of Oscar’s poker-
playing buddies, Speed, in 
the male version of the show.

“The idea was to bring her 
onboard to kind of spearhead 
the female version and I 
would spearhead the male 
version,” says Ellis. Instead, 
he has focused on directing 
the female version and she 

has taken on much of those 
responsibilities for the male 
version, “and it’s really 
worked out,” he says. “... 
She’s my rock” – describing 
her as more of a co-director 
than his assistant director – 
“and I really couldn’t have 
done it without her.”

“The Odd Couple” opens 

tonight, March 20 with the 
female version and contin-
ues through March 30, with 
alternating performances of 
the female and male ver-
sions on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights at 7:30 
p.m., and Sunday matinees at 
2 p.m. Tickets are available 
by visiting woodfordtheatre.

com or by calling the box 
office at 859-873-0648.

Ticket sales are going well, 
according to Ellis, but many 
are choosing to get tickets 
for only one version of the 
show. He called that a mistake 
because of the very different 
takes on this classic comedy.

By Scott White
Managing Editor

The Federal Emergency Management Agency announced March 16 that Woodford 
County has been added to the disaster list of counties in which governments, businesses 
and individuals can receive assistance with the damage caused by the Feb. 14 storms 
and the resulting floods.

According to FEMA, the assistance can include rental assistance and repairs. The 
types of assistance eligible can be found at fema.gov/disaster/4860. 

Tiana Suber with FEMA told the Sun, “FEMA is here to inform residents of Woodford 
County who were affected by the flooding that they are now eligible to apply for disaster 
assistance. There are Disaster Recovery Centers available for in-person help for those 
who were affected by the storm, but if you can’t make it to a DRC you can apply online 
at DisasterAssistance.gov or by phone 1-800-621-3362.” 

Currently, there are no recovery centers located in Woodford County, but there are 
some operating in Kentucky. The specific locations can be found at this website:https://
egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator.

FEMA adds Woodford to list of 
counties eligible for individual 
assistance from March floods

By Bob Vlach
Woodford Sun Staff

A zone change request in the small com-
munity of Nonesuch was met with opposition 
from neighbors who voiced concern about 
changing the rural character of the area dur-
ing a public hearing on March 13.

Describing Nonesuch as a unique and 
beautiful agricultural community, neighbor 
Natalie Blake said, “Many of us who live 
here intentionally chose this area as a place 
to enjoy nature, farming ... peace, privacy 
– things that you don’t get with an ongoing 
development.”

Attorney Bill Moore, representing prop-
erty owner Bogdon Svintozelsky, described 
the request to rezone 49.07 acres at 4750 Fords 
Mill Road from A-1 agricultural to A-4 small 
community as “a very simple zone change,” 
because this property is “right in the center 
of the small community district.”

While the current request only proposes 
to develop two 1-acre small community 
residential lots, Blake described rezoning 
49 acres as “a backdoor attempt” for more 
development in the future. Other neighbors 
shared her concern, describing problems with 
water pressure and dangerous conditions for 
motorists who travel on the area’s rural roads.

“... Every new development increases 

Neighbors oppose Nonesuch zone change
traffic up and down twisting, winding, 
shoulder-less Fords Mill Road,” said Anne 
Backe, who lives on nearby Patterson Road. 
That was also a concern of other neighbors 
who farm in the area, including Jim Mansfield 
and Stockton Stivers.

The reality that the acres being rezoned 
could be developed into multiple residential 
lots “would, absolutely, start the beginning of 
the downfall of the quiet Nonesuch commu-
nity,” Ben Stivers told the Versailles-Midway-
Woodford County Planning Commission.

In response, Moore said he understands 
the heart-felt emotions expressed by the 
neighbors, but emphasized this zone change 
allowing residential development is consis-
tent with the Comprehensive Plan.

The Planning Commission voted unani-
mously to table a decision on the zone 
change request to consider what they heard 
and information they received during the 
public hearing.

In-family conveyance
The commission unanimously approved 

an in-family conveyance plat (Jacqueline 
A. Manzo, wife to Mark Manzo, husband) 
subdividing 57.752 acres on Carpenter Pike 
into a 33.635-acre lot at 900 Carpenter Pike 
and a 24.3-acre lot at 1402 Carpenter Pike.

See NONESUCH p. 3

By Scott White
Managing Editor

Sometime after 7:07 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 18, the of-
fices at Rail Explorers located 
in Falling Springs next to the 
Bluegrass Railroad Museum 
was broken into, vandalized 
and the phrase “GET OUT” 
scrawled on a whiteboard 
hung on an interior wall. The 
only known item missing was 
an office safe. 

The office had been van-
dalized, furniture turned over, 
shelving knocked down and 
it was “just a mess,” accord-
ing to Corinne Simmons, the 
manager of the company’s 
Bluegrass division. The dol-
lar amount of damage has yet 
to be determined.

Simmons said CCTV 
shows she locked up and at 
some point later the electrical 
breakers were shut off dis-
abling the security system’s 
cameras and alarms. When 
she and Assistant Manager 
Brooke Johnson arrived the 
next morning (Wednesday, 
March 19), they found the 
front door open and discov-
ered the break-in. Versailles 
police were immediately 
called and by the time the 
Sun arrived, there were three 
uniformed officers and a 
detective on site conducting 
the investigation.

Versailles Police Chief 
Rob Young said the investiga-
tion was very early and that 

Rail Explorers offices burglarized, 
vandalized and warning left

he was unable to make any 
further comment. 

Rail Explorers owners 
Mary Joy Lu and Alex Catch-
poole said in a press release:

 It is deeply dishearten-
ing to share that our Rail 
Explorers: Bluegrass office 
was broken into, vandalized, 
our safe stolen and our power 
cut. This is not an isolated 
incident — we have received 
previous threats, including a 
letter in just the past couple 
of weeks. While the vast 
majority of this community 
has treated us with kindness 
and support, this incident is 
disappointing and unaccept-
able . . . a black eye for the 
area. Since opening, we have 
made a significant economic See RAIL p. 9

“GET OUT” was written on the white board inside the 
Rail Explorers office during the break in on the night 
of early morning of March 18-19. (Photo by Corinne 
Simmons)

impact on local businesses 
and restaurants, bringing 
visitors who dine, shop and 
stay in Woodford County. Our 
contributions were recently 
recognized with the 2024 
Woodford County Chamber 
of Commerce Tourism Award, 
a testament to the positive 
relationships we have built 
and the value we bring. As an 
eco-friendly, family-friendly 
business, we take pride in 
employing local residents and 
creating a unique experience 
that showcases the beauty of 
this region.

We have gone to great 
lengths — and great expense 
— to address concerns raised 


