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SCHOOL & SPORTS

Licenses and permits 
are available now to fish, 
hunt and trap in Kentucky 
in the coming license year, 
beginning March 1. 

The 2025-2026 license 
year starts Saturday, March 
1, and runs through Feb. 28 
of next year. License and 
permit fees for Kentucky 
residents are unchanged 
from the 2024-2025 license 
year, which lasts until 
Friday, and most nonresi-
dent fees will remain the 
same. 

In Kentucky, a license 
covers basic hunting or 
fishing for many species, 
whereas additional state 
permits are required when 
pursuing specific other 
species, such as fishing 
for trout or hunting for 
migratory birds, deer, 
wild turkey or black bear. 
Sportsmen’s-type licenses 
include multiple permits as 
well as basic hunting and 
fishing privileges. 

For the 2025-2026 
license year, prices for four 
non-resident options reflect 
a moderate fee increase, 
including: 

*Annual Hunting 
License (nonresident) 
- $160 

*Spring Turkey Permit 
(non-resident) - $110 

*Fall Turkey Permit 
(non-resident) - $110 

Deer Permit (non-resi-
dent) - $235 

Introduced last year, 
the resident Senior Life-
time Sportsman’s License 
remains priced at $180. 
It includes hunting and 
fishing licenses plus 
permits for trout, deer, 
spring and fall turkey, 
migratory game birds 
and waterfowl. It is avail-

able to Kentucky residents 
aged 65 and older, who can 
purchase it once and then 
simply carry an electronic 
copy or reprint each year to 
display the current license 
year. 

Seniors in Kentucky 
still have the option to 
purchase an annual Senior 
Sportsman’s License that 
provides the same licenses 
and permits for the license 
year for just $12. Resident 
anglers have the option to 
purchase an annual Fishing 
License for $23 or a 3-year 
Fishing License for added 
convenience and value at 
just $55. 

Licenses and permits 
are sold online through 
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life’s website License 
Sales portal, searchable 
off the homepage at fw.ky.
gov. Licenses and permits 
also are sold at agent loca-
tions across the state. A list 
of license agents by county 
is available on the depart-
ment’s website. 

The department receives 
its primary funding through 
revenue raised by the sale 
of hunting and fishing 
licenses, as well as federal 
excise taxes generated by 
the sale of recreational 
firearms and ammunition, 
archery gear and fishing 
equipment. 

Springtime provides 
many opportunities to take 
someone new into the field. 
Youth turkey weekend is 
April 5-6, while the main 
turkey season opens a 
week later, on April 12. 
The Youth Sportsman’s 
License, available to resi-
dents ages 12-15, is a great 
value at $30 and covers 
turkey hunting and deer 

hunting. 
The warmer weather 

also provides for fantastic 
fishing across the state. 
Learn about those oppor-
tunities in our Fishing and 
Boating Guide. Another 
great resource is the Fish 
Boat KY app. Avail-
able free from iTunes and 
Google Play, the app helps 
anglers find waterbodies, 
boat ramps and other water 
access from the palm 
of their hand. Users can 
also search by species of 
fish, store copies of their 
licenses, and much more 
using the smartphone app. 

To learn all the basics 
on hunting and fishing, the 
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life website (fw.ky.gov) 
has many resources for 
individuals new to the 
sports. For in-person 
classes, search Hook and 

Cook or Field to Fork on 
the site. Classes are offered 
across the state to provide 
learning opportunities for 
all ages. 

Anglers from throughout 
the central United States 
come to Kentucky to fish 
its waters, including the 
state’s renowned trout 
fishery in the Cumber-
land River and the crappie 
fishery in Kentucky and 
Barkley lakes. Kentucky 
is a top destination nation-
ally for deer hunting and 
maintains the largest elk 
herd east of the Rocky 
Mountains. The applica-
tion period to apply for a 
2025 elk hunt runs through 
April 30. 

For more informa-
tion about hunting and 
fishing opportunities in 
Kentucky, visit the depart-
ment website at fw.ky.gov. 

2025-2026 Kentucky fishing and 
hunting licenses now available

Top Scholars
Recently, Eastern 

Kentucky Univer-
sity released their fall 
Dean’s and President’s 
List.   Those named 
to the Dean’s List 
from Monroe County 
included  Ember 
Bowman, Katilyn 
Capps, Maylee Collins, 
Francis Jara, Haley King 
and Madelyn McNew. 

To achieve Dean’s 
List honors, students 
attempting 12 credit 
hours must earn a 
minimum 3.75 GPA; 
students attempting 13 
credit hours must earn 

a minimum 3.65 GPA; 
and students attempting 
14 or more credit hours 
must earn a minimum 
3.5 GPA. All grade point 
averages are out of a 
possible 4.0. 

Those named to 
the President’s List 
included: Ember 
Bowman, Maylee 
Collins, Francis Jara, 
Haley King and 
Madelyn McNew.  The 
President’s List recog-
nizes students with full-
time status and those 
who attain a 4.0 GPA for 
the semester. 

EKU RELEASES FALL 2024 DEAN’S LIST 
& PRESIDENT’S LIST

BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER
  Taylor Wilson will celebrate his 85th 

birthday on March 13. Anyone wishing to 
send him a card may send one to him at: 
Taylor Wilson, 4783 Radio Station Rd., 

Tompkinsville, KY 42167. 

Submit Card Showers to
ap@tompkinsvillenews.com


