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By Van Yandell
      John 1: 5 “The light 
shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has 
not overcome it.”
In a recent article the 
concept of the speed 
of darkness was ad-
dressed. As we know, 
darkness is motionless 
while light is constant-
ly moving. 
      At the speed of light, 
186,282 miles per sec-
ond, we can only see 
about 300 years back 
in time when looking 
up at our visible night 
sky. Some astronomers 
believe the universe is 
93 billion light years 
across because they can 
see 46 ? billion light 
years with their tele-
scopes. 
      Of course we’re not 
in the center of the uni-
verse and the truth is 
we really don’t know 
where we are. 
      The problem is, those 
galaxies emitted the 
light seen by astrono-
mers 46 ? billion years 
ago and they possibly 
are different now or 
moved to another point 
in the universe or do 
not exist at all. 
      Some astronomers 
believe the universe is 
expanding faster than 
the speed of light. If 
true, no one alive today 
or in what future that 
mankind has left on 
earth will ever know the 
actual size.
      Psalm 90: 2 “Before 
the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever 
thou had formed the 
earth and the world, 
even from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art 
God.” With many Bible 
verses we can only spec-
ulate on some of the 
content but in this case 
it is very clear; God is 
eternal.

      If God is everlast-
ing/eternal as stated 
in Psalm 90: 2, Isaiah 
40: 28 and 1 Timothy 
1: 17, why would it be 
irrational to believe the 
universe is eternal and 
infinite?
      We cannot see to the 
outer edges of the uni-
verse because it is not 
where it was 46 ? billion 
years ago so we’ll never 
know how big it is or if 
there is an end point. 
      Of course we humans 
operate in a time frame 
so we think we have to 
place everything in a 
time frame with a be-
ginning point and an 
ending point. Non-
sense! God is eternal; so 
there is no beginning or 
end with Him. 
      Genesis 1: 1 and John 
1: 1 begin with the same 
words: “In the begin-
ning.” We do not know 
when that was. God had 
no beginning because 
He is eternal and He 
will have no end. 
      Could “In the be-
ginning” be referring 
to the entire universe? 
It’s reasonable to be-
lieve that; if you’re 
wrong it will not affect 
your eternal destina-
tion.  What you believe 
about Christ Jesus is 
what matters.
      Christians must al-
ways teach that eternal 
salvation is attained 
by a faith based be-
lief (Ephesians 2: 8) in 
Christ Jesus crucified 
(Matthew 27: 35) for 
the remission of sin (1 
John 1: 9), resurrected 
(Matthew 28: 6) and as-
cended alive into Heav-
en (Acts 1: 9).
      Perhaps “In the be-
ginning” is referring 
to the earth and the 
earth’s atmosphere or 
the solar system (sun, 
moons and planets), 

the galaxy or the visi-
ble night. Does it real-
ly matter? We should 
admit there are some 
things we do not know 
and only have opinions 
or speculations.
      One common product 
in our universe is heat 
(burning hydrogen) and 
the light it emits. With-
out light we could not 
exist. It sustains our 
physical bodies, it pro-
duces food for our sus-
tenance and it provides 
visibility. 
      A unit of light is a 
photon. Photons have 
no mass or electric 
charge, but they carry 
energy and momentum. 
      On earth we exist 
in three dimensions: 
length, height and 
width.   In outer space 
there is a fourth dimen-
sion: time. Distance is 
measured in light years. 
Because of the vastness 
of space, humans can-
not conceptualize in 
terms/measurements 
we normally use.
      One light year is the 
distance light travels in 
one year which is about 
5.83 trillion miles. The 
distance to our nearest 
solar neighbor, Proxi-
ma Centauri is 4.3 light 
years or a little over 25 
trillion miles.
      Light is a fascinating 
concept considering we 
are exposed to it about 
2/3 of every day. We 
tend to not notice the 
physical, psychological, 
and other conceptual 
influences it has on our 
existence. 
      People living in ex-
treme northern and 
southern latitudes are 
exposed to darkness 
about six months of 
every year. We are told 
many in those areas 
suffer emotional prob-
lems mostly because 

of the long periods of 
darkness. 
      Fish living under 
water in caves, in some 
places, have not only 
lost their eyesight, but 
actually have no eyes. 
After millions of years 
in that environment of 
perpetual darkness they 
apparently evolved. 
      We find it interest-
ing to observe parts of 
the world that have an 
abundance of lighting 
and others that do not. 
One summer not long 
ago I had a night flight 
from Chicago to Nash-
ville and another that 
same year from Detroit 
to Nashville. It was im-
possible to tell where 
one town/city ended 
and another began. The 
eastern U.S. is like one 
big light fixture.
      On a flight to Rio 
de Janeiro, flying over 
the Amazon jungle, 
the only light I saw was 
lightning strikes. On 
flights from various 
European gateways, 
over the Sahara desert 
to Nairobi, the desert 
floor was totally black 
dark.
      On one flight I saw 
small flickers of yel-
low light in the desert. 
Wondering what they 
were, it soon became ob-
vious they were camp-

fires. 
      Nomads live in the 
desert in North Africa 
and in the Middle East 
much like Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob did 
4000 years ago. Some 
of them herd animals 
while others are cara-
vans. 
      Those little flickers 
of light could remind us 
of ourselves. Matthew 
5: 14 “Ye are the light 
of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be 
hid.” Jesus was talking 
to His disciples tell-
ing them they have a 
responsibility to teach 
the truth and to guide 
others. 
      You may be that flick-
er of light in the desert 
for someone. Never un-

derestimate your abil-
ity and God given pow-
er (Acts 1: 8a) to help 
someone have a better 
life. Jesus told Ananias 
of Saul/Paul (Acts 9: 
15) “He is my chosen 
vessel to take the Gos-
pel to the Gentiles.”
      Are you a “chosen 
vessel?” The person you 
influence to the Gospel 
of our Jesus will be just 
as important to God as 
any won by the Apostle 
Paul.
      Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and 
missionary from Fre-
donia, Kentucky. His 
email is vmy3451@
gmail.com

Campfires In The Sahara Darkness

PUBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for a new UC Fairground Bleacher Foundation Rebid 
will be received by the Union County Fiscal Court until 8:30 a.m. 
Central Standard Time on Tuesday, September 9, 2025. They will 
be publicly read in Union County Fiscal Court, 2nd floor of the Union 
County Courthouse, 100 West Main Street, Morganfield, KY on Sep-
tember 9, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 

The Contract Documents, including technical specifications and 
drawings, may be examined at the following locations:
  Union County Judges Office
  100 West Main Street 
  Morganfield, KY 42437
 
Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained at the office of 
Union County Judges Office, 100 West Main Street, Morganfield, 
Kentucky 42437. Copies may be obtained via email by emailing jill.
hunley@unioncountyky.gov. 

The project manager for this project is Sean Sheffer, P.E.  Any ques-
tions or concerns should be directed towards Mr. Sheffer who can be 
reached by email at sean.sheffer@unioncountyky.gov.

The Union County Fiscal Court shall reserve the right to waive infor-
malities and to reject any or all bids.  9/3c


