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How to combat lawn diseases

ummer splendor in the
S grass is being replaced by

a fungus among us for
some gardeners. I have

seen some weird stuffin = pEEE———

the pastures this last
week, likely due to the
heat and the rain. Mostly
people like to blame
dead patches in the lawn
on grubs, but often
fungal diseases are the
culprit, and the weather
and our own
maintenance habits
contribute to the
problem.

Despite the advice that fall is
better than spring when it
comes to fertilization many
people still do it in the spring
which causes problems this
time of the year. For example,
too much nitrogen applied in
the spring of the year is linked
to a higher incidence of fungal
diseases like red thread, dollar
spot, frog-eye, and brown
patch. Add weather extremes,
automatic sprinklers, mowing
habits and susceptible turf vari-
eties and we see odd things
happening to our late summer
lawns.
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Dollar spot is caused by a
fungus that is favored by tem-
peratures between 60 and 80
degrees and prolonged
= moisture. It is most
.| prevalent on bentgrass
.| (which is primarily

2 used on golf courses
around here), blue-

8 grass and fine fescue
L lawns. Yellow spots

a9 first appear on the
blades of grass and
advances to a reddish-
brown color; the tips
remain green. As the
grass dies it typically forms
dead patches that are about the
size of a silver dollar, thus the
name dollar spot. Use tall type
fescue and don’t over fertilize
or over irrigate your lawn and
you should avoid this lawn
disease.

Brown patch is likely more
mainstream when it comes to
lawn diseases because it will
impact tall fescue (the best and
predominate grass for our
area). The disease is caused by
a common soil fungus that is
favored by too much nitrogen,
humidity, and temperatures
between 60 and 85 degrees. It

appears as an overall deteriora-
tion of sections of turf, and
irregular or circular brown
patches. The turf will look pale
green and usually there is a
brown border around the
infected area.

Brown patch can be discour-
aged by applying nitrogen in
the fall of the year only, mow-
ing a bit shorter than the rec-
ommended 3 ¥z inches (try 3
instead), and irrigating only
when needed and in the morn-
ing so the grass can dry during
the day.

Red thread looks like red
thread, literally. A reddish-coral
color fungus appears in strands
and eventually causes the
decline of grass blades. This
fungal disease is most preva-
lent during wet, cool weather
and in lawns that are deficient
in nitrogen. Red thread may
have shown up a few weeks
ago for some during the cooler,
wet weather variables.

Frog-eye, or fusarium blight,
is so named because in the
later stages of the disease the
center of the infected area
remains viable and the dead
grass lies in a 2-inch wide band

around the green center which
sort of looks like a big frog eye.
We see frog-eye during the
hottest and most humid Ken-
tuckiana summers. Too much
nitrogen and drought stress
help the fungus along, too.
Bentgrass, bluegrass and red
fescue are most susceptible.
Fungicide use to control
these problems is tricky
because once the problem is
apparent it is essentially too
late to control. Applications
must be used as a prevention
which is not recommended for
the average homeowner. We
cannot control the weather, but
we can control our manage-
ment habits. Don't fertilize in
the spring, irrigate only when
necessary, mow when needed
and at the proper mowing
height (3 Y2 inches, at the
shortest, we mow at 3 3%
inches, sometimes higher
depending on our frequency of
mowing- I don’t mow wet grass
so sometimes it gets away from
me), and sod or seed with rec-
ommended tall type fescue vari-
eties. And, if you did get a lawn
fungus send the kids out to do
a science experiment instead!
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can be viewed here. The state’s
seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate fell from 5% in May 2025 to
4.9% in June 2025.

In that release, Kentucky’s
statewide unemployment rate and
employment levels are adjusted to
observe statistical trends by removing
seasonal influences such as weather
changes, harvests, holidays, and
school openings and closings.

Unemployment statistics are based
on estimates and are compiled to
measure trends rather than actually
to count people working. Civilian
labor force statistics include non-
military workers and unemployed
Kentuckians who are actively seeking
work. They do not include unem-
ployed Kentuckians who have not
looked for employment within the
past four weeks. The data should
only be compared to the same month
in previous years.
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NOTICE TO
SHELBY COUNTY
TAXPAYERS

Tony Harover, Shelby County Clerk pursuant to KRS 424.130, announces
that the 2024 Delinquent Real Property Tax Bills (Certificates of Delinquency)
will be published in the Sentinel News on August 7th 2025. This list of
Certificates of Delinquency is also available for public inspection during the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at the County Clerk’s Office located at 501
Washington St. Shelbyville, Kentucky. This list may also be inspected on the
County Clerk’s website. The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) of the website
is shelbycountyclerk@ky.gov The tax sale will be held on September 10th
2025 beginning at 10:00 a.m. All interested participants must register with the
County Clerk’s Office by the close of business on August 29, 2025. Please
contact the County Clerk’s Office if you need additional information about
the tax sale registration process, the required registration fee or the deposit
amounts that will be needed. Taxpayers can continue to pay their delinquent
tax bills to the County Clerk’s Office any time prior to the tax sale. Please
Note: All payments must be received in the County Clerk’s Office prior
to the tax sale date listed in this advertisement. Payments received after
the tax sale has been conducted will be returned without exception.
Some delinquencies — although they have been advertised — will be excluded
from the tax sale in accordance with the provisions of KRS 134.504(10)(b). If
you have any questions, Please do not hesitate to contact the County Clerk’s
Office at 502-633-4410 ext. 2.




