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President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 
Monday tasking his secretary 
of defense, Pete Hegseth, with 
establishing “specialized units” 
in the National Guard that will 
be “specifically trained and 
equipped to deal with public 
order issues” — the clearest 
sign yet he intends to expand 
the U.S. militar y’s role in 
domestic law enforcement activ-
ities across the country.

Under the newly signed 
order, Hegseth is charged with 
“ensuring that each State’s 
Army National Guard and Air 
National Guard are resourced, 
trained, organized, and avail-
able to assist Federal, State, 
and local law enforcement in 
quelling civil disturbances and 
ensuring the public safety and 
order whenever the circum-
stances necessitate, as appro-
priate under law.” A primary 
mission of the National Guard is 
already to be trained and avail-
able to assist law enforcement 
with public safety, often at the 
request of their state’s governor.

It also orders Hegseth to 
“designate an appropriate 
number of each State’s trained 
National Guard members to be 
reasonably available for rapid 
mobilization for such purposes” 
and establish a standing “quick 
reaction” force that shall be 
“available for rapid nationwide 
deployment.”

Questions remain, however, 
about how the order will work 
in practice. The National Guard 
already has reaction forces, 
designed to rapidly respond to 
incidents requiring law enforce-
ment or security support in 
each state, territory, and the 
District of Columbia. These 
forces primarily perform their 
mission under the command 
and control of governors, and 
Trump’s executive order on 
Monday does not specify what 
authority the units outside of 
D.C. would report to if a state’s 
governor does not wish to use 
them.

“It seems very performative,” 
Rachel VanLandingham, a for-
mer Air Force judge advocate 
and current law professor at 
Southwestern Law School, told 
CNN on Monday. “It doesn’t 
seem to be telling the Nation-
al Guard to do anything than 
it already does. But again, the 

devil is in the details of how 
they plan on using them.”

The executive order height-
ens existing concerns that the 
Trump administration is seek-
ing to use the National Guard 
and federal law enforcement 
agencies for political purposes 
— particularly as the president 
appears to exclusively be con-
sidering deployments to cit-
ies run by Democrats in blue 
states.

This move follows a direc-
tive by Hegseth last week that 
authorized members of the 
National Guard deployed in 
Washington, D.C., to begin car-
rying weapons.

National Guard members 
deployed to D.C. started carry-
ing sidearms Sunday, a spokes-
person for the Joint Task Force 
carrying out the mission told 
CNN. A release from Joint Task 
Force — D.C. on Sunday said 
Hegseth directed guard mem-
bers to carry their assigned 
weapons. A U.S. official told 
CNN on Monday that some 
troops will carry M4 rifles, as 
that is their primary weapon, 
whereas military police, for 
example, primarily use a M17 
handgun. A Joint Task Force 
spokesperson said the troops 
are authorized to use their fire-
arms for “personal protection” 
only, meaning self-defense — 
and “not for policing.”

Hegseth’s order marked a 

notable shift in guidance from 
the Pentagon, which had pre-
viously indicated that Nation-
al Guard members could be 
armed if the circumstances war-
ranted.

The defense secretary told 
reporters in the Oval Office 
on Monday that the National 
Guard is “really proud to be a 
part of defending the nation’s 
capital and ensuring it is safe 
and beautiful, and working with 
law enforcement,” adding guard 
members deployed to the dis-
trict “love this mission.”

On Monday, Trump suggest-
ed he’d ask Congress to cod-
ify the action expanding the 
National Guard’s remit, telling 
reporters in the Oval Office, “I 
think Democrats will actually 
vote for this.”

And he left the door open 
to deploying military to other 
cities, such as Chicago, telling 
reporters they are “ready to go 
anywhere,” with “less than 24 
hours’ notice.” However, he sug-
gested he’d wait until governors 
request National Guard troops 
before ordering deployments to 
address crime.

“We may wait, we may or may 
not — we may just go in and 
do it, which is probably what 
we should do,” Trump said. 
“The problem is, it’s not nice 
when you go in and do it and 
somebody else is standing there 
saying, as we give great results, 

say, ‘Well, we don’t want the 
military.’ They need help badly 
— Chicago desperately needs 
help. Just look at the crime sta-
tistics.”

DIFFERENT RULES  
FOR D.C. DEPLOYMENT
Trump could send Nation-

al Guard troops into a state 
against the governor’s wishes, 
reminiscent of what occurred in 
Los Angeles this summer, when 
troops were federalized. But 
that critical distinction of who 
the troops report to impacts 
what guard members can or 
cannot do while they are mobi-
lized. Federalized troops, like 
those who mobilized in LA, can-
not perform law enforcement 
activities, as it would be a viola-
tion of the Posse Comitatus Act. 
Troops on Title 32 orders, like 
those mobilized inside D.C., are 
not subject to Posse Comitatus 
and therefore able to assist in 
law enforcement.

The D.C. National Guard is 
unique in that the president has 
the authority to activate them 
under Title 32, though that 
authority is typically delegated 
to the secretary of the Army. 
Other wise, National Guard 
troops elsewhere in the country 
are under the control of their 
governors while on Title 32.

“D.C. sets a bad example,” 
VanLandingham said. “It sets 
an example of normalizing this 

when nothing is normal about 
it, and D.C. is not representative 
of other states … It would just 
be a whole new world for them 
to try a Washington, D.C.-type 
maneuver in Chicago or any-
where else that’s not Washing-
ton, D.C., because Washington, 
D.C., is so legally different than 
any other area.”

“He wants to do D.C. in Chi-
cago, but he doesn’t have the 
statutory authorities in D.C. 
unless he finally invokes the 
Insurrection Act,” she added. 
The Trump administration 
left the door open to invoking 
the Insurrection Act earlier 
this year in regard to military 
activity at the southern bor-
der, though the Pentagon and 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity did not recommend taking 
the dramatic step, which would 
allow Trump to use active-duty 
military forces within the U.S. 
to perform law enforcement.

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, a 
Democrat from Illinois, force-
fully objected Sunday to the 
possibility of Trump deploying 
the National Guard to Chicago 
— something the president has 
said he is strongly considering.

“It comes as no surprise Don-
ald Trump is once again attack-
ing Chicago, but that doesn’t 
change that Trump’s continu-
ing pattern of politicizing and 
misusing our nation’s military 
for his own partisan gain and to 
crush dissent is deeply disturb-
ing, is un-American and has no 
place in any of our cities,” Duck-
worth, a combat veteran and 
member of the Senate Armed 
Services, said in a statement 
ahead of Monday’s executive 
order signing.

Logistically, Monday’s execu-
tive order also leaves questions 
unanswered as to how the “spe-
cialized units” would train or 
whether there would be coor-
dination between those units 
across the states.

“Are you saying each state 
is going to have its own quick 
reaction force that can handle 
everything? Are you looking at 
an amalgamation of units that 
come together under a Penta-
gon official, commander? If so, 
then you need to have a school-
house where they’re getting 
together and training on this, 
and what are the regulations 
on it? … This is classically how 
military missions fail, when 
you don’t have clear guidance 
and you haven’t been training 
together,” VanLandingham said.

Trump orders new National Guard units to address crime in cities

Aaron Schwartz/Reuters via CNN Newsource
Members of the National Guard patrol the National Mall on Aug. 22, after President Donald Trump 
deployed the guard and ordered an increased presence of federal law enforcement to assist in crime 
prevention in Washington, D.C.
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Buy and Sell across Western Kentucky & Southern Illinois. 
0200 EMPLOYMENT

Phelps Farm and Home
Service is taking applications
for a retail/cashier position.
Knowledge of farming and lawn
care is preferable. Full or
Part-time. Apply at 424 South
3rd St, Paducah.

0900 LEGALS

Public Notice
2025-2026 Proposed Tax Rate

Public Hearing

The Board of Commissioners of
the City of Paducah will hold a
public hearing on September 2,
2025 at 5:00 pm CST at Padu-
cah City Hall for the purpose of
obtaining comments from the
public regarding the proposed
2025-2026 property tax rates.

City PJC

Tax Levy Revenues Tax Levy
Revenues

Tax Year 2025-2026
City
Tax Levy- $.271 $6,961,000
PJC- $.014 $360,000

Tax Year 2024-2025
City
City Levy- $.264 $6,546,000
PJC$- .014 $347,000

Compensating Rate
City Levy $.261 $6,704,000
PJC- $.014 $360,000

New Real Property
City $157,000
PJC $8,100

Personal Property
City $610,000
PJC $22,000

Revenues received in excess of
last yearʼs revenue will be used
for City public safety and public
service expenditures and for
community college capital
projects and educational
program expenditures.

The Kentucky General
Assembly requires that the City
of Paducah publish this notice
with the above information
contained herein.

Lindsay R. Parish, City Clerk
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