
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — The
owner of Inter Miami called Major League
Soccer's suspension of Lionel Messi
and Jordi Alba for skipping the All-Star
Game a “draconian” punishment.

“They don't understand the decision,”
owner Jorge Mas said Friday of the
one-game suspensions. “They don't
understand why not attending an
exhibition match leads directly to a
suspension.”

Messi and Alba did not suit up for
the match between the MLS and Liga
MX of Mexico despite being voted to
the game. Messi did not play to rest
amid a packed schedule and Alba was
dealing with a previous injury. Mas said
the club made the decision for Messi
and Alba to sit out of the All-Star Game.

Per MLS rules, any player who doesn't
participate in the All-Star Game without
prior approval from the league is ineligible
to compete in their club's next match.

The players will miss Miami's home
match Saturday against FC Cincinnati,
which sits atop the Eastern Conference
standings. Both Messi and Alba practiced
with the club on Friday in anticipation
of playing in Saturday's match before

MLS announced the suspension.
“I know Lionel Messi loves this league,”

said MLS Commissioner Don Garber.
"I don’t think there’s a player — or
anyone — who has done more for Major
League Soccer than Messi. I fully
understand, respect, and admire his
commitment to Inter Miami, and I respect
his decision.

“Unfortunately, we have a long-
standing policy regarding participation
in the All-Star Game, and we had to

enforce it. It was a very difficult decision.”
Garber added that the league will

re-evaluate the policy and work with
players to "determine how the rule should
evolve.”

Mas said Inter Miami expressed its
disagreement over the suspension and
the rule. Mas also noted there were
six MLS games Friday night less than
48 hours after an All-Star Game.

“That's not right,” Mas said. "That's
not right to the players.”

MLS suspension of Messi and Alba is

'draconian,' Inter Miami owner says
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Inter Miami defender Jordi Alba, left, and forward Lionel Messi chat as
they arrive before the start of an MLS soccer match against Toronto FC,
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2023, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The NFL is fining about 100 players
and two dozen club employees for
violating league policy by selling Super
Bowl 59 tickets for above face value,
a person with knowledge of the details
told The Associated Press on Friday.

The person, speaking to the AP on
condition of anonymity because of the
ongoing investigation, said the players
who resold their tickets will have to
pay a fine of 1 1/2 times the face value
they paid. They also won’t be permitted
to buy tickets for the next two Super
Bowls unless they are playing in the
game.

Club employees who violated the policy
will be fined two times face value.

In a memo sent to teams and obtained
by the AP, NFL head of compliance

Sabrina Perel said the league was still
completing its investigation.

“Our initial investigation has
determined that a number of NFL players
and coaches, employed by several NFL
Clubs, sold Super Bowl tickets for more
than the ticket’s face value in violation
of the Policy. This long-standing League
Policy, which is specifically incorporated
into the Collective Bargaining Agreement,
prohibits League or Club employees,
including players, from selling NFL game
tickets acquired from their employer
for more than the ticket’s face value
or for an amount greater than the
employee originally paid for the ticket,
whichever is less. We are in the process
of completing our investigation into this
matter, but the investigation has revealed
that club employees and players sold
their tickets to a small number of
‘bundlers’ who were working with a

ticket reseller to sell the Super Bowl
tickets above face value.”

The “bundlers” will face increased
penalties, per the memo.

According to the CBA, players on
all 32 teams can purchase two
tickets for the Super Bowl.

“In advance of Super Bowl LX, we
will be enhancing the mandatory
compliance training regarding the Policy
for all League personnel, which will
emphasize the specific requirements
of the Policy and the broader principle
that no one should profit personally from
their NFL affiliation at the expense of
our fans,” Perel said in the memo. “We
will also increase the penalties for future
violations of this Policy. All clubs must
ensure their personnel understand and
comply with this policy. Additional details
regarding the enhanced compliance
measures will be provided in early fall.”

NFL fining more than 100 players for selling Super

Bowl tickets above face value, AP source says
BY ROB MAADDI

AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

The global soccer players’
union hit back at FIFA and
its president Gianni Infantino
on Friday, saying their
autocratic style of leadership
was harming the rights of
its members.

“Football needs responsible
leadership, not emperors,”
the FIFPRO network said after
a meeting of 58 national player
unions responded to FIFA
pursuing its agenda with
unofficial player represen-
tatives.

“It needs fewer autocratic
monologues and more
genuine, inclusive and
transparent dialogue,” the
union added.

FIFA announced two weeks
ago it reached a consensus
on key issues after Infantino
hosted a group of mostly non-

recognized officials in New
York ahead of the Club World
Cup final.

The latest rift between
soccer’s governing body and
its players’ unions flared while
the European Commission
in Brussels is considering a
formal complaint against FIFA.
It was filed by FIFPRO’s
European division and national
leagues in Europe against
FIFA's style of governance
and decision-making.

FIFA denounced what it
called Friday the union
leadership's “increasingly
divisive and contradictory
tone" in pursuing a public
relations battle "to preserve
their own personal positions
and interests."

FIFPRO said Friday its core
concerns included an
overloaded global match
calendar with too many games
for elite players, lack of

physical and mental recovery
periods and extreme playing
conditions.

Players at the month-long
Club World Cup in the United
States reported feeling dizzy
and unwell in the heat of
daytime games played to
appeal to worldwide TV
audiences.

The 63-game tournament
backed by Saudi Arabian
money was lucrative for clubs,
especially in Europe, though
FIFA added it to the schedule
without formally consulting
players.

The tournament, FIFPRO
said, was “celebrated by
President Infantino despite
being held under conditions
that were extreme and
inappropriate for any human
being, demonstrating a
troubling insensitivity to
human rights, even when it
concerns elite athletes.

Players' union slams FIFA and

Infantino over Club World Cup
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Oscar Piastri beat Max
Verstappen to pole position
for the sprint race at the
Belgian Grand Prix as Red
Bull began its first Formula
1 race weekend since the
firing of Christian Horner as
team principal.

Red Bull has been the focus
of attention in F1 after
Horner's dismissal earlier this
month, but Piastri, Verstappen
and Lando Norris showed
the title fight remains vibrant
ahead of Saturday's sprint.

Piastri was at risk of being
eliminated after straying off
track in the second part of
the session but bounced back
to take pole by .477 of a second
from Red Bull's Verstappen,
who split the two dominant
McLarens by relegating
Norris to third, .618 off the
pace.

“The car's been mega all
day,” Piastri said on Friday.
“This is a track I love, it's
my favorite one of the
year and maybe that gave
me a couple of extra tenths
(of a second).”

Norris’ emotional win in
the rain at the British Grand
Prix cut Piastri’s champi-
onship lead to eight points,
while Piastri fumed at what
he saw as the unfair penalty
he received at Silverstone.

Friday was the first test
of the Australian driver’s vow

to harness the “frustration”
he felt to win more races.
And just like at Silverstone,
rain could play a big part this
weekend. It may affect both
Saturday’s sprint and the
Grand Prix on Sunday.

Charles Leclerc was fourth
for Ferrari and Haas had a
strong day with Esteban Ocon
fifth and Oliver Bearman
seventh. Yuki Tsunoda
continued to struggle in the
second Red Bull, qualifying
12th for the sprint, and it was
a poor session for Mercedes,
with George Russell 13th and
Kimi Antonelli 20th.

 

Red Bull's new team
principal Laurent Mekies says
he hasn't been told why its
parent company chose to fire
Horner.

Amid rampant speculation
across Formula 1, Red Bull’s
parent company hasn’t
explained its reasons for
removing Horner from his
role after 20 years. Mekies
said his appointment was “a
surprise for everyone”.

“We didn’t get into the
‘why?’ and the ‘why now?’,
but they outlined the sort of
objectives they had for the
team moving forward,” said
Mekies, who is in charge of
the team for the first time
at the Belgian Grand Prix after
moving up from sister team
Racing Bulls.

RED BULL UNCERTAINTY

Geert Vanden Wijngaert

McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia steers his car
during the sprint qualification ahead of the Formula
One Grand Prix at the Spa-Francorchamps racetrack in
Spa, Belgium, Friday, July 25, 2025.

Piastri beats Verstappen

for Belgium sprint pole
BY JAMES ELLINGWORTH
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Lebanon Enterprise newspaper in Lebanon, KY, is seeking a
FULL-TIME REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER.

Applicants need to be able to write well-written, interesting, accurate, informative, and timely sports,
feature, general news, and hard news stories as assigned. Photograph and process images on deadline
that work with written text to illustrate news, sports or feature stories for print and online editions of the
newspaper.
QUALIFICATIONS:

• College degree in journalism, English, related field or equivalent experience
• Understanding of journalistic ethics and legal/libel knowledge is helpful
• Effective organizational and time management skills
• Ability to work on tight deadlines
• Good communication skills
• Initiative to pursue news/feature/photo opportunities
• Sharp sense for news photography; keen eye for photos, strong sense of ethics.
• Ability to write effective, accurate cutlines.
• Proven adaptability and initiative.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Cover assigned beats and breaking news with timely stories and photos.
• Taking photos and editing them with Adobe Photoshop and offering ideas for page design and

performing page design using pagination software.
• Contribute photo ideas daily.
• Develop photo-story projects.
• Participate in news budget meetings, and project planning meetings.
• Process photos for publication using PhotoShop.
• Write effective, accurate cutlines

Interested individuals should send their cover letter and resume’ to
bsheroan@paxtonmedia.com

Paxton Media Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer

On Thursday, August 7th
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Towne Mall is getting a new
look and a new name.

rebranding, reimagining and
enovation of the major commer-

property in the heart of Eliza-
bethtown is underway and property
owner Tim Aulbach said the new

customers are seeing is just
start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the
City Center.

“The Mall

Towne Mall undergoing major
renovation to become City Center

Local developer
pending millions to
reathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space
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eimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will
ve the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses
t not stay, Aulbach said.
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The Towne Mall is getting a new

look and a new name.

The rebranding, reimagining and

renovation of the major commer-

cial property in the heart of Eliza-

bethtown is underway and property

owner Tim Aulbach said the new

paint customers are seeing is just

the start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the

City Center.

“The Towne Mall for 40 years

has been the center of our town,”

Aulbach said. “It’s been kind of sad

to see it deteriorate all this time.

Me and my wife, (Teresa) talked

about it for several years that if the

opportunity came that’s something

we thought we could bring life back

and make it good for E’town and our

community.”

The location didn’t hurt either,

Towne Mall undergoing major

renovation to become City Center

Local developer

spending millions to

‘breathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space

Submitted

The reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will

remove the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses

might not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers

pressure

wash

JCPenney

at the

Towne

Mall in

prepara-

tion for a

fresh coat

of paint.

The last

remaining

original

tenant of

the retail

center

also

received a

new HVAC

as part of

renova-

tions to

modern-

ize what

will soon

be called

City Cen-

ter.
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Let the screaming

commence. Elizabeth-

town is getting its first

roller coaster attrac-

tion as an all-indoor

family entertainment

center is setting up

shop in Elizabethtown.

A 10-year deal has

been inked with Mal-

ibu Jack’s, who will

occupy the former

Sears wing of the

Towne Mall, soon to

be rebranded as the

City Center.

“We’ve been excit-

ed to get them in that

space because it will

bring numbers back

to the mall,” Aulbach

said. “We’ve been

working on it since

January. So it’s been a

long time coming.”

The contract was

signed Monday by

owners of Mal ibu

Jack’s.

“It’s been a tough

process with financing

changing so much and

tr ying to get some-

thing that works for

ever ybody,” Aulbach

said. “It’s finally come

together.”

The deal was even

longer in the making

for Steve Hatton and

his brothers, Jeff and

Terry, who co-own the

company.

“We star ted about

11 years ago, … and

we’ve had so many

people over those

years asking us to

come,” Hatton said.

“It’s really been build-

ing lately. We usually

need about 100,000

square feet, so it really

wasn’t until we started

talking to Tim about

the City Center proj-

ect that we felt like we

could get the space we

needed and the loca-

tion that we needed.

“We’ve had it on our

radar for a few years,”

Hatton added. “We

just didn’t have the

right spot until now.”

The group will occu-

py roughly a fourth,

about 110,000 square

feet, of the existing

footprint of the cur-

rent mall configura-

tion. Aulbach said the

Malibu Jack’s
coming

to TowneM
all

Indoor theme

park to

occupy former

Sears wing

Malibu Jack’s

The Twist N Shout roller coaster will be part of the

new Elizabethtown location of Malibu Jack’s that

will take over the former Sears wing of Towne

Mall. The space is about 110,000 square feet and

the company expects to open the indoor theme

park by year’s end.
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With plans of opening in

August, Tropical Smoothie Cafe

will be Elizabethtown’s newest

option for what the owner says

is fresher, better, healthier eating

choices.

Franchise owner Prakash Patel

was busy Friday at his Louisville

location which opened May 27.

No stranger to Elizabethtown, he

resided here for nine years and

managed Danny’s Tobacco on

North Main Street for two years.

“My personal favorite, I have

a few,” Patel said of menu choic-

es. “They’re all good but I would

say Sunrise Sunset and Kiwi

Quencher.”

Supplements can be added to

smoothies such as a probiotics, a

multivitamin, vitamin C and even

protein.

Tropical Sm
oothieCafe

promises

healthier, fr
esher choice

s

GREGTHOMPSON/The News-Enterprise

Tropical Smoothie Cafe is expect-

ed to open between mid- to late

August at 1811 N. Dixie Ave., Eliz-

abethtown, next to The UPS Store

and Penn Station. Franchise

owner Prakash Patel said it will

offer healthier options.
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United Way of Central

Kentucky is celebrating its

Day of Action.

An initiative to encourage

people to improve their com-

munity, it partners individu-

als and groups to help with

initiatives that need to be

completed in the local area.

Globally, volunteers tackle

big issues like food insecu-

rity, and more causal issues

like picking up litter in a

part of their community.

The local branch of Unit-

ed Way tackled this task by

making improvements to

the United Way Community

Garden.

Available to anyone who

wants or needs fresh pro-

duce, the garden off Main

Street in Elizabethtown also

exists to promote healthy

eating. Started in 2021 with

a small grant, it has contin-

ued helping the communi-

ty since then. The garden

grows a variety of plants

such as tomatoes, peppers,

green beans, cucumbers,

squash, zucchini and fresh

herbs.

“We want our immediate

community and neighbors

involved because we know

that fresh fruits and vege-

tables aren’t af fordable or

easily accessible some-

times,” said Brianne Smith,

UWCK director of commu-

nity engagement. “We plant-

ed this garden and we have

volunteers that come to

weed, water and eventually

harvest. It’s just a wonderful

thing.”

Volunteers from the city

of Elizabethtown staff came

out to donate time to the

Global init
iative bring

s

improvements to com
munity

SEEMALL/PAGEA1
0

SEEMALIBU/PAGEA9

SEECAFE
/PAGEA9

SEEGLOB
AL/PAGEA9

Submitted

could get the space we 
-

“We’ve had it on our 

radar for a few years,” 

Hatton added. “We 

just didn’t have the 

The group will occu-

py roughly a fourth, 

about 110,000 square 

feet, of the existing 

footprint of the cur-

rent mall configura-

tion. Aulbach said the 

NEARLY

EVERY
HOUSEHOLD
IN ELIZABETHTOWN

& RADCLIFF
WILL RECEIVE A COPY OF

The NEWS-ENTERPRISE
That’s nearly

TOTAL MARKET COVERAGE!

*PUBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISING
EXCLUDED

34,000
HOUSEHOLDS!

Advertising Deadline:
Wednesday

July 30th at 3pm

Want to run an ad?
Contact a Sales Rep today!
Portia Oldham 270-505-1419
Brenda Chism 270-505-1441

www.thenewsenterprise.com

   Saturday, July 26, 2025 THE NEWS-ENTERPRISEB5


