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With the bar set high 
already by earning this 
recognition, it gives the 
Best Buddies program 
a blueprint of how the 
organization and others 
like it are meant to be. It 
also provides students a 
level at which to maintain 
in coming years.

Cobb feels this will 
create a momentum for 
reaching more students 
and be an example with 
hopes other schools in 
Hardin County will begin 
their own Best Buddies 
program.

Best Buddies Interna-
tional is a global organi-
zation, created in 1989 
by Anthony Kennedy 
Shriver to foster one-to-
one friendships between 
people with and without 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.

“He had family mem-
bers that had these dis-
abilities and did not have 
the same opportunities 
for friendships,” Cobb 
said.

Cobb helped bring 
Best Buddies to the col-
lege level 16 years ago. 
When she discovered a 
group of students wanted 
to bring the program to 

John Hardin, “I was like, 
oh my goodness, this is 
a full circle moment for 
me.”

The school received a 
plaque that will be proud-
ly displayed.

Cobb says she is really 
proud of the students and 
sponsors describing their 
effectiveness and enthu-
siasm for the program as 

being “electric.”
As the new school year 

begins Aug. 7, John Har-
din’s Best Buddies pro-
gram will have 13 friend-
ship matches with more 
expected.

Greg Thompson can 
be reached at 270-505-
1414 or gthompson@
thenewsenterprise.com.
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Submitted
Best Buddies program at John Hardin High School was 
recognized this past weekend as an Outstanding Chap-
ter during a leadership conference held at Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington. John Hardin was the only high 
school in Kentucky to earn the recognition and one of 
40 from around the world.

Submitted
John Hardin’s Best Buddies students and sponsors get a photo with Best Buddies 
International founder Anthony Kennedy Shriver.

Behind the request is 
developer Hamstra-Juliet 
JV from Dallas, who has 
identified the proper ty 
as a potential site for a 
Veterans Administration 
Medical Clinic. Chad 
Suitonu, who represented 
the developer, said in the 
July 8 hearing would be a 
60,000-square-foot clinic 
possibly offering optom-
etry, audiology, dietary, 
women’s health, gener-
al health, mental health 
and imaging ser vices. 
The site is across Ring 
Road from another major 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h 
includes a Publix grocery 
store.

T h e  c o m p a n y  i s 
a  pr iva te  deve loper 
who builds proper ties 
designed for VA Clin-
ics and then leases the 
property to the Veterans 
Administration but has 
yet to sign a contract with 
the VA for the site.

In the July 8 meeting, 
several residents who live 
in neighborhoods near 
the site and a homeowner 
directly next to it spoke 
in opposition of the zone 
change. Many were pres-
ent Monday to deride the 
council for not adhering 
to the commission’s rec-
ommendation.

After hearing the first 
reading, Brown Gwynn, 
who lives in Foxfire, was 
first to the podium to 
question why the council 
didn’t follow the recom-
mendation of its commis-
sion that took into consid-
eration traffic and other 
impacts.

“There’s been some 
m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
everybody in this room 
appreciates veterans,” 
Gwynn said looking at 
the rows of veterans pres-
ent for the meeting. “The 

only reason I’m able to 
stand here and say this 
is because of what you 
all have done in your ser-
vice.”

Gwynn believes report-
ing of the potential zone 
change has misrepresent-
ed of what the residents 
near the property were in 
opposition.

And, in my opinion, 
because of the way the 
news media repor ted 
this, most of the veter-
ans felt like the vote of 
the planning commission 
and the speakers at the 
hearing that day were 
opposed to a veterans

clinic in Elizabeth-
town,” Gwynn said. “And 
that’s 1,000,000% away 
from the truth. The truth 
is, everybody there that 
I talked to and saw, plus 
the planning commission, 
felt like Elizabethtown

was a wonderful place 
for a veterans clinic and 
we need it and we want 
to do anything we can to 
support the veterans clin-
ic.”

The clinic just didn’t 
have to be at that loca-
tion, Gwynn said, along 
with others making the 
same point, some saying 
the clinic should be locat-
ed on the south side of 
town, later in the public 
comments portion of the 
meeting.

Mayor Jef f Gregor y 
reminded the public that 
the city has no power to 
force a developer to pur-
chase and build on prop-
er ty in which they are 
uninterested and that 
developers choose sites 
they feel best suit their 
needs.

Stan Routt reminded 
the council that while the 
developer says they plan 
to build a VA clinic on the 
site, it is not guaranteed 
as other developers could 
be shopping for sites for 
the already approved clin-
ic in the Elizabethtown 

area.
“… The VA’s 2026 bud-

get submission repor t 
to Congress as shown 
under the 2005 to 2025 
major medical leases not 
yet completed list con-
firms the VA’s intent to 
establish a VA medical 
center in Elizabethtown,” 
Routt said. “This action 
is currently in the acqui-
sition process, which 
means they’ve got it on 
the plan, but they may 
not even have a request 
for quote out here for it. 
This means there is no 
formal

contract awarded to 
anyone for the actual con-
struction and timing of 

the project. Contracting 
companies in their march 
toward being able to sub-
mit a quote or bid for this 
work must include a firm 
site proposal, generally, 
along with other details. 
So there may well be sev-
eral companies quoting 
this work while using 
other sites in E’town. 
The work is expensive, 
lucrative and competitive 
for construction and for 
the leases. The first year 
lease alone is estimated 
at $16.671 million.”

Many veterans in the 
audience thanked the 
council for its consid-
eration of the project 
as they cited having to 

seek services at clinics 
in Fort Knox — a prob-
lem for veterans with a 
felony — Grayson Coun-
ty or the VA hospital in 
Louisville.

“I’ve been fighting can-
cer since 2006,” said Wal-
ter Reed, who is in his 
late 70s. “Every couple of 
years I either take chemo 
or radiation. My wife can-
not drive in Louisville. 
She’s too ner vous. So 
therefore, I have to find 
someone to take me.”

While Reed said he 
relies on a multitude of 
friends, the added com-
plexity of finding some-
one to take him either 30 
minutes or an hour away 

for treatment is an obsta-
cle a clinic in Elizabeth-
town would eliminate. He 
and other veterans who 
spoke said with the aging 
of the more than 14,000 
veterans in the area, time 
is of the essence.

“We fought for you, 
fight for us,” Reed told 
the council.

The council is expected 
to hear second reading 
on the matter at 4:30 p.m. 
Aug. 4 at its next regu-
lar meeting at Pritchard 
Community Center in 
Elizabethtown.

Gina Clear can be reached 
at 270-505-1418 or gclear@
thenewsenterprise.com. 
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The Cruisin’ the Heart-
land Car Show is a three-
day festival beginning at 
7 p.m. Thursday at the 
State Theater with the 
movie “Smokey and the 
Bandit.” Doors open at 
6 p.m.

“There is a lot of peo-
ple who haven’t seen the 
movie on the big screen,” 
Pyles said. “For $5 you 
get to see the movie, a 
small popcorn and a foun-
tain drink.”

The main event from 2 
to 6 p.m. Friday is the Car 
Show at Freeman Lake 
Park on Blue Heron Way 
in Elizabethtown. Regis-
tration, which is $20, and 
parking starts at 2 p.m.

Although it costs to 
compete in the show, 
guest admission is free.

“I think that is kind of 
a hidden secret. A lot of 
folks in Elizabethtown 
don’t realize that we do 
have a car show out at 
the lake on Friday,” Pyles 
said. “If someone does 
have a classic car, they 
can bring it out and not 
be par t of the judging 
competition.”

According to Pyles, last 
year there were tons of 
spectators at the park to 
view the cars.

“The band,  Check-
mates, will play at the 
Freeman Lake Bandstand 
from 4 to 6 p.m.,” Pyles 
said.

The event is free and 
open to the public. Food 
tr ucks will be on-site 
and no outside alcohol 

is permitted. Guests are 
encouraged to bring their 
own chairs for the con-
cert.

“Saturday is our big 
downtown event,” Pyles 
said. “We’ll star t shut-
ting down the roads at 
5:30 a.m. and parking will 
begin at 6 a.m.”

Once the fest ival ’s 
main event, Cruisin’ the 
Heartland, begins early 
Saturday, there will be 
a grab-and-go breakfast 
and a swap meet at 8 a.m. 
in the State Theater.

“We kick off the day at 
10 a.m. with the BlueOval 
Kids Zone, which will open 
over at the Cherry Lot,” 
Pyles said. “We’ve got lots 
of inflatables, basketball 
and things for adults and 
children alike to do.”

Other activities as part 
of the festival include the 

Aaron Harp Magic Show, 
The Not so Newlywed 
Game Show, classic trivia 
and a drawing for grand 
prizes, which you must 
be present to win, that 
will be held at The State 
Theater parking lot.

“One of the new activ-
ities we’re doing is the 
Quicksie 98.3 Water-
melon Eating Contest,” 
Pyles said. “They’ll start 
registration for that at 
10:30 a.m. and the first 20 
people will get to partici-
pate in that.”

All the activities that 
are in the State Theater 
parking lot are free, Pyles 
said.

East Bound & Down 
— Smokey & The Ban-
dit Tribute group will be 
bringing popular cars of 
the film to showcase Sat-
urday as well.

Fest ival  goers are 
encouraged to bring 
money for food on Fri-
day and Saturday as food 
trucks will be present. 
Additional attractions on 
Saturday include vendors 
and, the stars of the festival, 
thousands of classic cars.

“It ’s going to be a 
fun weekend centered 
around classic cars, but 
there is a lot to do that 
doesn’t revolve around 
cars,” Pyles said. “This 
event is not specifically 
for car people.”

Apart from cars lining 
the downtown streets, 
Pyles said local shops 
and restaurants will be 
open for guests to the 
event to enjoy.

Pyles along with many 
others are proud that 
many car enthusiasts 
from around the coun-

tr y make Cruisin’ the 
Heartland a must stop on 
their car show tour of the 
summer as it falls on the 
weekend before the 56th 
annual Street Rod Nation-
als in Louisville.

“We tend to bring a lot 
of cars. There are a lot of 
car shows around and we 
tend to bring in a diver-
sity to see not only clas-
sic cars but other cars 
as well,” Pyles said. “We 
have a great community 
that comes into Cruisin’ 
the Heartland and that 
are impressed by our 
hospitality, community, 
our volunteers and our 
city. There is something 
for everybody to enjoy.”

Kodee Brinegar can 
be reached at 270-505-
1413 or kbrinegar@
thenewsenterprise.com.
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BEAUT IFUL • ENERGY EFF IC IENT • LOW MAINTENANCE

434 SOUTH MULBERRY ST. • ELIZABETHTOWN, KY 42701 • (270) 234-9383

In the old Winsupply location

WE’VE MOVED!

434 SOUTH MULBERRY ST.
ELIZABETHTOWN

LARGE
2500 SQ FT
SHOWROOM!

Windows Vinyl Railing
Doors Aluminum Railing
Siding Shutters

Sunrooms Gutters
Screen Rooms Decking

Columns Patio Covers

FREE
ESTIMATES


