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some injur y treatment 
time.

I o n e s c u ’ s  a d v i c e : 
Take full advantage of 
the unexpected oppor-
tunities.

“I went through some-
th ing  s imi lar  in  my 
career,” Ionescu said. 
“My first year, I didn’t 
play due to injur y and 
then second year, I had 
like three to four soft 
tissue injuries. You look 
back and it’s a bless-
ing in disguise because 
you’re able to learn and 
grow and understand 
it’s all part of your jour-
ney, continue to figure 
out what you need in a 
pro career.”

C l a r k  w o n ’ t  h a v e 
much down time Satur-
day, either.

There ’s  a  mor ning 
shootaround, a 15-min-
ute inter view session 
with reporters and then 
she’ll have to navigate 

the newly constructed 
stage inside Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse before test-
ing her coaching skills. 
And that may not be all.

“ O b v i o u s l y,  u n f o r -
tunate about Cait l in, 
but she’s going to still 
have a great impact on 
this team,” said Liberty 
coach Sandy Brondello. 
“I will give the coaching 
hat to her as much as 
she wants, to be quite 
honest. We’re going to 
play around with it a lit-
tle bit. It’ll be fun.”

Clark never missed a 
game in college or her 
first pro season because 
of injury but already has 
missed 10 this season 
with three muscle inju-
ries.

Boston and Mitchell 
have seen how their 
teammate has respond-
ed in all 10 and expect 
nothing dif ferent this 
t ime,  a  contest  that 
doesn’t  count in the 
standings.

“Caitlin will still be 
Caitlin, trust me guys,” 
Mitchell said, drawing 

laughter. “She’s going 
to be in a coaching uni-
form, like you’ll definite-
ly see the competitive 
nature. But I think for 
her, her body deserves 
what it deser ves from 
a break standpoint. I 
think this weekend will 
still be about what her 
and other individuals 
have brought to our 
league.”

So while the league’s 
biggest stars compete 
on the court, Clark will 
retur n to her role as 
promoter.

It’s a role she must 
embrace if she hopes to 
play Tuesday when the 
regular season resumes 
w i t h  a  h o m e  g a m e 
against the defending 
champion Liber ty — 
even if it’s a disappoint-
ment for the women’s 
basketball fans.

“I am feeling good,” 
Clark told GMA. “Obvi-
ous ly,  a  l o t  o f  th i s 
cheers me up. It’s fun to 
see everybody out here 
hav ing such a  good 
time.”

CLARK
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POR TRUSH, Nor th-
ern Ireland — He curs-
es out loud, he slams 
his clubs, he castigates 
himself — and his ball.

All sometimes on the 
same hole.

Tyrrell Hatton, a com-
bustible English golfer, 
can divide opinion with 
his on-course conduct 
but few can argue about 
the quality of his game.

A n d  t h i s  w e e k  a t 
Royal  Por tr ush,  he’s 
making another run at a 
major championship.

Hatton shot 2-under 
69 in the second round 
of the British Open on 
Friday and, on 5-under 
par, was three strokes 
of f the clubhouse lead 
held by Brian Harman.

It comes just a few 
weeks after he was tied 
for the lead on Sunday 
at the U.S. Open when 
teeing of f on the 71st 
hole,  only for  a  bad 
break to derail his chal-
lenge.

M a y b e ,  t h e n ,  h i s 
s e e m i n g l y  e r r a t i c 
behavior doesn’t do him 
too much harm.

“Although from the 
outside it looks like I’m 
completely gone,” Hat-
ton said, “in my own 
mind I still know where 
I’m at.”

L i k e  a t  t h e  p a r - 4 
14th hole Friday when 
he missed the green 
with a lob wedge. He 
screamed at himself and 
pointed at the slopes 
around the green of this 
grand old layout off the 
North Atlantic.

L ike  on  the  par -4 
18th hole when he hit a 
drive down the middle, 
only to set off down the 
fair way glaring at his 
3-wood.

“ I ’m  no t  go ing  to 

change,” Hatton said. 
“It’s just how I am, how 
I play.”

So, he isn’t for chang-
ing?

“ I ’ m  3 3 , ”  H a t t o n 
replied, smiling. “I think 
that ship has sailed, to 
be honest.”

Hatton can go too far.
In November, he was 

fined by the European 
tour and rebuked by a 
TV commentator after 
he cursed loudly after 
shots and pressed his 
iron so hard into the 
ground that it snapped 
a t  t h e  Wo r l d  To u r 
Championship in Dubai.

“It’s time for change, 
I’m afraid,” Ewen Mur-
ray, a commentator on 
British broadcaster Sky 
Spor ts, said. “That’s a 
terrible influence on the 
next generation.”

This doesn’t look like 
it will happen.

Hatton’s chuntering 
and general on-course 
antics can be box-of-
fice viewing at times, 
especially when tourna-
ments are at their most 
tense and he’s in con-
tention.

“I’ve always said, as 
long as it’s not affecting 
my playing par tners,” 
he said. “Sure, there’s 
been times I’ve proba-
bly gone too far and 
you comment on a putt 
when they’re putting on 
the same line and then 
it maybe af fects where 
they ’re  h i t t ing their 
putt, stuff like that.

“I think that’s part of 
what you learn as you 
get more experience, so 
I do tr y and avoid that 
kind of thing. But yeah, 
as long as I’m not affect-
ing  the  o ther  guys , 
then I’m not going to 
change.”

What he hopes will 
change is  the result 

c o m p a r e d  t o  l a s t 
month’s U.S. Open. In 
a five-way tie for the 
lead at Oakmont and in 
with a shout of his first 
major title, Hatton hit 
what he thought was a 
good drive to the right 
— only for the ball to 
settle in knotty rough 
on a downslope above 
a greenside bunker. He 
made bogey and wound 
up ty ing for  four th , 
four back of winner J.J. 
Spaun.

“I know it wasn’t the 
ending of how I’d like it 
to have played out, but 
how I dealt with every-
thing there and even 
out on the golf course 
with the most pressure, 
I still feel like I hit some 
really good golf shots,” 
Hatton said.

“ I ’ d  l o v e  t o  h a v e 
another chance to win.”

Hatton curses his way into British Open contention

Francisco Seco | AP Photo
Tyrrell Hatton of England chips onto the 7th green during the second round of the British Open golf championship 
at the Royal Portrush Golf Club, Northern Ireland on Friday.

Jon Super | AP Photo
Tyrrell Hatton of England gestures after putting on the 10th green during the first 
round of the British Open golf championship at the Royal Portrush Golf Club, North-
ern Ireland on Thursday.

www.thenewsenterprise.com

On Thursday, August 7th

BYGINA CLEAR

THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

Towne Mall is getting a new
look and a new name.

rebranding, reimagining and
enovation of the major commer-

property in the heart of Eliza-
bethtown is underway and property
owner Tim Aulbach said the new

customers are seeing is just
start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the
City Center.

“The Mall

Towne Mall undergoing major
renovation to become City Center

Local developer
pending millions to
reathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space
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eimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will
ve the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses
t not stay, Aulbach said.
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The reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will 
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No new obituaries w
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submitted for the week
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edition by area funeral hom
es.
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convenient fo
r you to renew
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Yes: 45.8 percent • No
: 54.2 percent
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The Towne Mall is getting a new

look and a new name.

The rebranding, reimagining and

renovation of the major commer-

cial property in the heart of Eliza-

bethtown is underway and property

owner Tim Aulbach said the new

paint customers are seeing is just

the start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the

City Center.

“The Towne Mall for 40 years

has been the center of our town,”

Aulbach said. “It’s been kind of sad

to see it deteriorate all this time.

Me and my wife, (Teresa) talked

about it for several years that if the

opportunity came that’s something

we thought we could bring life back

and make it good for E’town and our

community.”

The location didn’t hurt either,

Towne Mall undergoing major

renovation to become City Center

Local developer

spending millions to

‘breathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space

Submitted

The reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will

remove the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses

might not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers

pressure

wash

JCPenney

at the

Towne

Mall in

prepara-

tion for a

fresh coat

of paint.

The last

remaining

original

tenant of

the retail

center

also

received a

new HVAC

as part of

renova-

tions to

modern-

ize what

will soon

be called

City Cen-

ter.
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Let the screaming

commence. Elizabeth-

town is getting its first

roller coaster attrac-

tion as an all-indoor

family entertainment

center is setting up

shop in Elizabethtown.

A 10-year deal has

been inked with Mal-

ibu Jack’s, who will

occupy the former

Sears wing of the

Towne Mall, soon to

be rebranded as the

City Center.

“We’ve been excit-

ed to get them in that

space because it will

bring numbers back

to the mall,” Aulbach

said. “We’ve been

working on it since

January. So it’s been a

long time coming.”

The contract was

signed Monday by

owners of Mal ibu

Jack’s.

“It’s been a tough

process with financing

changing so much and

tr ying to get some-

thing that works for

ever ybody,” Aulbach

said. “It’s finally come

together.”

The deal was even

longer in the making

for Steve Hatton and

his brothers, Jeff and

Terry, who co-own the

company.

“We star ted about

11 years ago, … and

we’ve had so many

people over those

years asking us to

come,” Hatton said.

“It’s really been build-

ing lately. We usually

need about 100,000

square feet, so it really

wasn’t until we started

talking to Tim about

the City Center proj-

ect that we felt like we

could get the space we

needed and the loca-

tion that we needed.

“We’ve had it on our

radar for a few years,”

Hatton added. “We

just didn’t have the

right spot until now.”

The group will occu-

py roughly a fourth,

about 110,000 square

feet, of the existing

footprint of the cur-

rent mall configura-

tion. Aulbach said the

Malibu Jack’s
coming

to TowneM
all

Indoor theme

park to

occupy former

Sears wing

Malibu Jack’s

The Twist N Shout roller coaster will be part of the

new Elizabethtown location of Malibu Jack’s that

will take over the former Sears wing of Towne

Mall. The space is about 110,000 square feet and

the company expects to open the indoor theme

park by year’s end.
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With plans of opening in

August, Tropical Smoothie Cafe

will be Elizabethtown’s newest

option for what the owner says

is fresher, better, healthier eating

choices.

Franchise owner Prakash Patel

was busy Friday at his Louisville

location which opened May 27.

No stranger to Elizabethtown, he

resided here for nine years and

managed Danny’s Tobacco on

North Main Street for two years.

“My personal favorite, I have

a few,” Patel said of menu choic-

es. “They’re all good but I would

say Sunrise Sunset and Kiwi

Quencher.”

Supplements can be added to

smoothies such as a probiotics, a

multivitamin, vitamin C and even

protein.

Tropical Sm
oothieCafe

promises

healthier, fr
esher choice

s

GREGTHOMPSON/The News-Enterprise

Tropical Smoothie Cafe is expect-

ed to open between mid- to late

August at 1811 N. Dixie Ave., Eliz-

abethtown, next to The UPS Store

and Penn Station. Franchise

owner Prakash Patel said it will

offer healthier options.
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United Way of Central

Kentucky is celebrating its

Day of Action.

An initiative to encourage

people to improve their com-

munity, it partners individu-

als and groups to help with

initiatives that need to be

completed in the local area.

Globally, volunteers tackle

big issues like food insecu-

rity, and more causal issues

like picking up litter in a

part of their community.

The local branch of Unit-

ed Way tackled this task by

making improvements to

the United Way Community

Garden.

Available to anyone who

wants or needs fresh pro-

duce, the garden off Main

Street in Elizabethtown also

exists to promote healthy

eating. Started in 2021 with

a small grant, it has contin-

ued helping the communi-

ty since then. The garden

grows a variety of plants

such as tomatoes, peppers,

green beans, cucumbers,

squash, zucchini and fresh

herbs.

“We want our immediate

community and neighbors

involved because we know

that fresh fruits and vege-

tables aren’t af fordable or

easily accessible some-

times,” said Brianne Smith,

UWCK director of commu-

nity engagement. “We plant-

ed this garden and we have

volunteers that come to

weed, water and eventually

harvest. It’s just a wonderful

thing.”

Volunteers from the city

of Elizabethtown staff came

out to donate time to the

Global init
iative bring

s

improvements to com
munity
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-
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radar for a few years,” 

Hatton added. “We 

just didn’t have the 
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TOTAL MARKET COVERAGE!

*PUBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISING
EXCLUDED

34,000
HOUSEHOLDS!

Advertising Deadline:
Wednesday

July 30th at 3pm

Want to run an ad?
Contact a Sales Rep today!
Portia Oldham 270-505-1419
Brenda Chism 270-505-1441

www.thenewsenterprise.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Lebanon Enterprise newspaper in Lebanon, KY, is seeking a
FULL-TIME REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER.

Applicants need to be able to write well-written, interesting, accurate, informative, and timely sports,
feature, general news, and hard news stories as assigned. Photograph and process images on deadline
that work with written text to illustrate news, sports or feature stories for print and online editions of the
newspaper.
QUALIFICATIONS:

• College degree in journalism, English, related field or equivalent experience
• Understanding of journalistic ethics and legal/libel knowledge is helpful
• Effective organizational and time management skills
• Ability to work on tight deadlines
• Good communication skills
• Initiative to pursue news/feature/photo opportunities
• Sharp sense for news photography; keen eye for photos, strong sense of ethics.
• Ability to write effective, accurate cutlines.
• Proven adaptability and initiative.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Cover assigned beats and breaking news with timely stories and photos.
• Taking photos and editing them with Adobe Photoshop and offering ideas for page design and

performing page design using pagination software.
• Contribute photo ideas daily.
• Develop photo-story projects.
• Participate in news budget meetings, and project planning meetings.
• Process photos for publication using PhotoShop.
• Write effective, accurate cutlines

Interested individuals should send their cover letter and resume’ to
bsheroan@paxtonmedia.com

Paxton Media Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer


