
BY MONIKA PRONCZUK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAKAR, Senegal  — 
President Donald Trump 
has banned citizens of 12 
countries from entering the 
United States and restricted 
access for those from seven 
others, citing national secu-
rity concerns in resurrect-
ing and expanding a hall-
mark policy from his first 
term that will mostly affect 
people from Africa and the 
Middle East.

The ban announced 
Wednesday applies to citi-
zens of Afghanistan, Myan-
mar, Chad, the Republic of 
Congo, Equatorial Guinea, 
Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. 
The heightened restrictions 
apply to people from Burun-
di, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, 
Togo, Turkmenistan and 
Venezuela who are outside 
the U.S. and don’t hold a 
valid visa.

The policy takes effect 
Monday at 12:01 a.m. and 
does not have an end date.

Here’s what to know 
about the new rules:

HOW TRUMP  
JUSTIFIED THE BAN
Since returning to the 

White House, Trump has 
launched an unprecedent-
ed campaign of immigra-
tion enforcement that has 
pushed the limits of exec-
utive power and clashed 
with federal judges trying 
to restrain him.

The travel ban stems 
from a Jan. 20 execu-
tive order Trump issued 
requiring the Department 
of State, Depar tment of 
Homeland Security and 
the Director of National 
Intelligence to compile a 
repor t on “hostile atti-
tudes” toward the U.S.

The aim is to “protect its 
citizens from aliens who 
intend to commit terror-
ist attacks, threaten our 
national security, espouse 
hateful ideology, or other-
wise exploit the immigra-
tion laws for malevolent 
purposes,” the administra-
tion said.

In a video posted on 
social media, Trump tied 
the new ban to a terrorist 
attack Sunday in Boulder, 
Colorado, saying it under-
scored the dangers posed 
by some visitors who 
overstay visas. The man 
charged in the attack is 

from Egypt, a country that 
is not on Trump’s restrict-
ed list. U.S. officials say he 
overstayed a tourist visa.

WHO IS EXEMPT 
FROM THE BAN

1. Green card holders
2. Dual citizens, including 

U.S. citizens who also have 
citizenship of one of the 
banned countries

3. Some athletes: athletes 
and their coaches traveling 
to the U.S. for the World 
Cup, Olympics or other 
major sporting event as 
determined by the U.S. sec-
retary of state

4. Afghans who worked 
for the U.S. government or 
its allies in Afghanistan and 
are holders of Afghan spe-
cial immigrant visas

5. Iranians belonging 
to an ethnic or religious 
minority who are fleeing 
prosecution

6. Certain foreign national 
employees of the U.S. gov-
ernment who have served 
abroad for at least 15 years, 
and their spouses and chil-
dren

7. People who were grant-
ed asylum or admitted to 
the U.S. as refugees before 
the ban took effect

8. People with U.S. fami-
ly members who apply for 
visas in connection to their 
spouses, children or parents

9. Diplomats and foreign 
government officials on offi-
cial visits

10. Those traveling to 
U.N. headquarters in New 
York solely on official U.N. 
business

11. Representatives of 
international organizations 
and NATO on official visits 
in the U.S.

12. Children adopted by 
U.S. citizens.

WHICH COUNTRIES 
ARE AFFECTED

Trump said nationals of 
countries included in the 
ban pose “terrorism-re-
lated” and “public-safety” 
risks, as well as risks of 
overstaying their visas. He 
also said some of these 
countries had “deficient” 
screening and vetting or 
have historically refused to 
take back their citizens.

His findings rely exten-
sively on an annual Home-
land Security report about 
tourists, businesspeople 
and students who overstay 
U.S. visas and arrive by air 
or sea, singling out coun-
tries with high percentag-
es of nationals who remain 
after their visas expired.

“We don’t want them,” 
Trump said.

The inclusion of Afghan-
istan angered some sup-
porters who have worked 
to resettle its people. The 
ban makes exceptions for 
Afghans on special immi-
grant visas, who were 
generally the people who 
worked most closely with 
the  U.S .  gover nment 
during the two-decade war 
there.

The list can be changed, 
the administration said in a 
document, if authorities in 
the designated countries 
make “material improve-

ments” to their own rules 
and procedures.  New 
countries can be added “as 
threats emerge around the 
world.”

REACTIONS TO 
TRUMP’S ORDER

Venezuela President 
Nicolás Maduro’s govern-
ment condemned the trav-
el ban, characterizing it in 
a statement as a “stigmati-
zation and criminalization 
campaign” against Venezue-
lans, who have been target-
ed by the Trump adminis-
tration’s immigration crack-
down.

Chad President Mahamat 
Deby Itno said his country 
would suspend visas for U.S. 
citizens in response to the 
ban.

Aid and refugee reset-
t l ement  gr oups  a l so 
denounced it.

“This policy is not about 
national security — it is 
about sowing division and 
vilifying communities that 
are seeking safety and 
opportunity in the United 
States,” said Abby Maxman, 
president of Oxfam Amer-
ica.

The Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations, the 
nation’s largest Muslim civil 
rights and advocacy orga-
nization, called the order 
“unnecessary, overbroad 
and ideologically motivated.”

And the National Immi-
gration Law Center said it 
was “outraged” and that the 
ban is “laced with unsub-
stantiated legal justifica-
tions.”
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An Afghan person passes in front of an air travel agency Thursday in Kabul, Afghanistan.

BY MELANIE LIDMAN, 
NATALIE MELZER AND 

WAFAA SHURAFA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEL AVIV, Israel — Isra-
el has recovered the bod-
ies of two Israeli-American 
hostages taken in Hamas’ 
Oct. 7, 2023 attack that 
ignited the war in the Gaza 
Strip.

Israeli strikes overnight 
and into Thursday mean-
while killed at least 22 peo-
ple, including three local 
journalists who were in 
the courtyard of a hospital, 
according to health officials 
in the territory. The mili-
tary said it targeted a mili-
tant in that strike.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
the remains of Judih Wein-
stein and Gad Haggai were 
recovered and returned to 
Israel in a special operation 
by the army and the Shin 
Bet internal security agen-
cy.

“Together with all the cit-
izens of Israel, my wife and 
I extend our heartfelt con-
dolences to the dear fam-
ilies. Our hearts ache for 
the most terrible loss. May 
their memory be blessed,” 
he said in a statement.

K i b b u t z  N i r  O z 
announced the deaths of 
Weinstein, 70, and Hag-
gai, 72, both of whom had 
Israeli and U.S. citizenship, 
in December 2023. Wein-
stein was also a Canadian 
citizen.

The military said they 
were killed in the Oct. 7 
attack and taken into Gaza 
by the Mujahideen Bri-
gades, the small armed 
group that it said had also 
abducted and killed Shiri 
Bibas and her two small 
children. The army said it 
recovered the remains of 
Weinstein and Haggai over-
night into Thursday from 
Gaza’s southern city of 
Khan Younis.

A TEACHER WHO 
HELPED CHILDREN 
AND A CHEF WHO 

PLAYED JAZZ
The couple were taking 

an early morning walk near 
their home in Kibbutz Nir 
Oz on the morning of Oct. 
7 when Hamas militants 
stormed across the border 
and rampaged through sev-
eral army bases and farm-
ing communities.

In the early hours of the 
morning, Weinstein was 
able to call emergency ser-
vices and let them know 
that both she and her hus-
band had been shot and 
send a message to her fam-
ily.

Weinstein was born 
in New York and taught 
English to children with 
special needs at Kibbutz 
Nir Oz, a small communi-
ty near the Gaza border. 
The kibbutz said she also 
taught meditation tech-
niques to children and 
teenagers who suf fered 
from anxiety as a result of 
rocket fire from Gaza. Hag-
gai was a retired chef and 
jazz musician.

“My beautiful parents 
have been freed. We have 

certainty,” their daughter, 
Iris Haggai Liniado, wrote 
in a Facebook post. She 
thanked the Israeli mili-
tary, the FBI and the Israeli 
and U.S. governments and 
called for the release of all 
the remaining hostages.

The couple were sur-
vived by two sons, two 
daughters and seven 
grandchildren, the kibbutz 
said.

STRUGGLES 
CONTINUE TO GET AID 

TO PALESTINIANS
U.N. efforts to distribute 

aid suffered a blow Thurs-
day when the Palestinian 
organization that provides 
trucks and drivers said it 
was suspending operations 
after gunmen attacked a 
convoy, killing a driver.

The Special Transport 
Association said the con-
voy of some 60 trucks was 
heading into Deir al-Balah 
in central Gaza Wednes-
day evening when gunmen 
attacked, killing one driver 
and wounding three oth-
ers. The association said it 
was the latest in attacks on 
convoys “clearly aimed at 
obstructing” aid delivery, 
though it did not say who 
it believed was behind the 
attack.

Israel  has accused 
Hamas of stealing aid and 
trying to block it from 
reaching Palestinians. Aid 
workers have said attacks 
on U.N. trucks appear to 
be by criminal gangs, some 
operating within sight of 
Israeli troops. The area 
where the association 
described the attack taking 
place lies on the edges of 
an Israeli military zone.

After blocking all food 
and aid from entering 
Gaza for more than two 
months, Israel began allow-
ing a trickle of supplies to 
enter for the U.N. several 
weeks ago. But the U.N 
says it has been unable to 
distribute much of the aid 
because of Israeli military 
restrictions on movements 
and because roads that the 
military designates for its 
trucks to use are unsafe 
and vulnerable to looters. 
The blockade pushed 
Gaza’s population of more 
than 2 million to the brink 
of famine.

Meanwhile, the Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation, 
a mainly American private 
contractor, resumed food 
distribution at two centers 
near the southern city of 
Gaza on Thursday. It had 
halted all distribution the 
day before, saying it was 
discussing greater safety 
measures with the Israeli 
military.

Near daily shootings 
have erupted in the vicin-
ity of the hubs, with Pal-
estinians reporting Israeli 
troops opening fire. More 
than 80 people have been 
ki l led and hundreds 
wounded, according to 
Gaza hospital of ficials. 
The Israeli military has 
said it fired warning shots 
or at individuals approach-
ing its troops in some 
instances.

Israel has recovered 
bodies of 2 hostages

Hostage’s Family Forum
This undated photo provided by Hostage’s Family Forum 
shows Israeli hostage Judih Weinstein and Gad Haggai, 
whose bodies have been recovered from Gaza by Israeli 
security forces.
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WASHINGTON — Donald Trump 
and Elon Musk’s alliance took off like 
one of SpaceX’s rockets. It was super-
charged and soared high. And then it 
blew up.

The spectacular flameout Thursday 
peaked as Trump threatened to cut 
Musk’s government contracts and 
Musk claimed that Trump’s adminis-
tration hasn’t released all the records 
related to sex abuser Jeffrey Epstein 
because Trump is mentioned in them.

The tech entrepreneur even shared 
a post on social media calling for 
Trump’s impeachment and skewered 
the president’s signature tariffs, pre-
dicting a recession this year.

The messy blow-up between the 
president of the United States and 
the world’s richest man played out on 
their respective social media platforms 
after Trump was asked during a White 
House meeting with Germany’s new 
leader about Musk’s criticism of his 
spending bill.

Trump had largely remained silent 
as Musk stewed over the last few days 
on his social media platform X, con-
demning the president’s so-called “Big 
Beautiful Bill.” But Trump clapped 
back Thursday in the Oval Office, 
saying he was “very disappointed in 
Musk.”

Musk responded on social media in 
real time. Trump, who was supposed 
to be spending Thursday discussing 
an end to the Russia-Ukraine war with 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, 
ratcheted up the stakes when he 
turned to his own social media net-
work, Truth Social, and threatened 

to use the U.S. government to hurt 
Musk’s bottom line by going after con-
tracts held by his internet company 
Starlink and rocket company SpaceX.

“The easiest way to save money in 
our Budget, Billions and Billions of 
Dollars, is to terminate Elon’s Gov-
ernmental Subsidies and Contracts,” 
Trump wrote on his social media net-
work.

“Go ahead, make my day,” Musk 
quickly replied on X.

Hours later, Musk announced 
SpaceX would begin decommissioning 
the spacecraft it used to carry astro-
nauts and cargo to the International 
Space Station for NASA.

Musk also said, without offering 
evidence of how he might know the 
information, that Trump was “in the 
Epstein files. That is the real reason 
they have not been made public. Have 
a nice day, DJT!”

The deepening rift unfurled much 
like their relationship started — rapid-
ly, intensely and very publicly. And it 
quickly hit Musk financially.

After Trump started criticizing 
Musk, shares of his electric vehicle 
company Tesla plunged more than 
14%, knocking about $150 billion off 
Tesla’s market valuation. Musk lost 
about $20 billion on his personal hold-
ing of Tesla.

Politicians and their donor patrons 
rarely see eye to eye. But the magni-
tude of Musk’s support for Trump, 
spending at least $250 million backing 
his campaign, and the scope of free 
rein the president gave him to slash 
and delve into the government with 
the Department of Government Effi-
ciency is eclipsed only by the speed of 

their falling-out.
Musk of fered up an especially 

stinging insult to a president sensi-
tive about his standing among voters: 
“Without me, Trump would have lost 
the election,” Musk retorted. “Such 
ingratitude,” Musk added in a fol-
low-up post.

Musk first announced his support 
for Trump shortly after the then-candi-
date was nearly assassinated on stage 
at a Pennsylvania rally last July. News 
of Musk’s political action committee 
in support of Trump’s election came 
days later.

Musk soon became a close advis-
er and frequent companion, memora-
bly leaping in the air behind Trump 
on stage at a rally in October. Once 
Trump was elected, the tech billionaire 
stood behind him as he took the oath 
of office, flew on Air Force One for 
weekend stays at Mar-a-Lago, slept in 
the Lincoln Bedroom and joined Cabi-
net meetings wearing a MAGA hat — 
sometimes more than one.

Three months ago, Trump pur-
chased a red Tesla from Musk as a 
public show of support for his business 
as it faced blowback.

Musk bid farewell to Trump last 
week in a somewhat somber news con-
ference in the Oval Office, where he 
sported a black eye that he said came 
from his young son but that seemed 
to be a metaphor for his messy time in 
government service.

Trump, who rarely misses an oppor-
tunity to zing his critics on appearance, 
brought it up Thursday.

“I said, ‘Do you want a little makeup? 
We’ll get you a little makeup.’ Which is 
interesting,” Trump said.

Trump and Musk’s relationship flames 
out just as intensely as it started
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