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SOAR Launches Eastern Kentucky Runway Program to Restore
Economic Mobility and Reverse Population Loss in Eastern Kentucky

Shaping  Our
Appalachian Re-
gion (SOAR) to-
day  announced
the launch of the
Eastern Kentucky
Runway Program,
a $50+ million,
region-wide ini-
tiative to close the
prime-age  em-
ployment gap, ad-
dress deep-rooted
barriers to work,
and make the
American Dream
accessible to ev-
ery Eastern Ken-
tuckian.

Funded by the
U.S. Department
of Commerce’s
Economic Devel-
opment Admin-
istration (EDA)
through its inau-
gural Recompete
Pilot  Program,
the EKY Runway
Program positions
Eastern Kentucky
as a national mod-
el for rural work-
force transforma-
tion. One of just
22 projects select-
ed nationwide,
SOAR’s plan of-
fers a bold, long-
term strategy to
rebuild economic
mobility in some
of the most dis-
tressed communi-
ties in America.

This initiative is
working to help
every Eastern
Kentuckian find
purpose through
meaningful em-
ployment and re-
storing, not just

jobs, but a sense
of pride and pur-
pose.

Addressing a
Generational
Workforce Crisis
The Eastern Ken-
tucky  Runway
Program targets
12 counties —
Bell, Floyd, Har-
lan, Johnson,
Knott, Knox,
Leslie, Letcher,
Magoffin, Martin,
Perry, and Pike—
where the Prime-
Age Employment
Gap (ages 25-54)
averages 35%, far
above the nation-
al threshold of 5%
required for Rec-
ompete funding.
That  translates
to 33,680 adults
missing from the
workforce —near-
ly one in three

prime-age  resi-
dents.
Additional re-

gional challenges
include:

Per capita income
of $21855 —
only 53% of the
national average
Child care cost
burden: Families
spend 47% of
income on child-
care (vs. 19% na-
tionally)

8,491 job postings
in-region last year
— 77% low-wage
or entry-level
— compared to
35,000+ poten-
tial  jobseekers,
making accessing
good-paying em-

ployment locally
a challenge

“The EKY Run-
way Program is
designed by and
for our commu-
nity, ensuring
that every person
has access to the
resources, skills,
and support they
need to thrive,”
said Will Warren,
Program Officer
for the EKY Run-
way Program.
“By closing the
prime-age  em-
ployment  gap,
we’re not just fill-
ing jobs - we’re
building stronger
families, resilient
communities, and
a future where
every Kentuckian
can achieve their
full potential.”

A Personalized,
Region-Driven
Solution

With a personal-
ized approach, the
Eastern Kentucky
Runway Program
is not just about
finding any job;
it’s about finding
the right career
for each Eastern
Kentuckian. The
program  offers
one-on-one  sup-
port through the
EKY Workforce
Training and Sup-
port Network to
develop essential
skills needed for
the 21st-century
workforce, rely-
ing on the SOAR
EKY Talent Net-
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NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Kentucky Public Service Commission (‘PSC”)
will conduct a hearing on April 17, 2025, beginning at 9 a.m. Eastern Daylight
Time, and continuing until called from the bench by the presiding officer, in the
Richard Raff Hearing Room at the offices of the Public Service Commission at
211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40602 for the purposes of cross-
examination of witnesses of Delta Natural Gas Company, Inc. (‘Delta”) and
intervenors in Case No. 2024-00346 regarding Delta’s application for an
adjustment of its rates. This hearing will be streamed live and may be viewed on
the PSC website, psc.ky.gov. Public comments may be made at the beginning
of the hearing. Those wishing to make oral public comments may do so by
following the instructions listed on the PSC website, psc.ky.gov
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3353 Lockhead St.
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David Rinker
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Burbin, MI 48529
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FROM DATE OF APPOINTMENT.
APPOINTMENT DATE: 3-25-25
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Melissa Rodden Mays
1939 Goldsin Lane, Ste 152
Louisville, KY 40218

work’s firm foun-
dation to connect
job seekers with
meaningful em-
ployment oppor-
tunities.  Every
resident placed in
a competitive job
brings the region
one step closer to
€Conomic recov-
ery.

Through SOAR,
this approach has
already changed
lives in the region.
The EKY Talent
Network reports
participants  se-
curing jobs with
average salaries
reaching $52,000
a year. This criti-
cal metric stands
as a beacon of
hope to all East-
ern Kentuckians.
A Turning Point
for Eastern Ken-

tucky
SOAR sees the
EKY Runway

Program as a piv-
otal investment in
the region’s fu-
ture — one that
can stop the trend
of outmigration,
rebuild econom-
ic infrastructure,
and prove that
rural America is
worth  investing
in.

“This isn’t just
another project—
it’s a lifeline for
our people and
a turning point
for Eastern Ken-
tucky.”  SOAR
Executive Direc-
tor Colby Hall
stated. “It’s about
giving every per-
son the chance
to find purpose
through meaning-
ful work, without
having to leave
the communities
they love.”
SOAR, through
the Eastern Ken-
tucky  Runway
Program, is now
better equipped
and ready to join
regional partners
in the pursuit of
tackling EKY’s
workforce de-
cline. Everyone
deserves a chance
at the American
Dream: fulfill-
ing, meaningful
work that allows
them to provide
for their families.
The Eastern Ken-
tucky  Runway
Program believes
Eastern Kentucky
will rise again—
one job at a time.

BEECHWOOD APARTMENTS

Beechwood Apartments is currently
accepting applications for immediate
openings for one bedroom and effi-
ciency units. You must be 55 or old-
er to qualify. Some utilities included
and rent is based on income.
Kim at 259 Hickory Street, Hyden,
KY or call 606-672-3938 on Tuesday
and Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.

Visit

Beyond Bourbon: Craft Your Perfect
Kentucky Adventure With Beer, Wine, Moonshine

(StatePoint) With
more than 100 dis-
tilleries through-
out the common-
wealth and an
entire trail dedi-
cated to sharing
the stories behind
“America’s Native
Spirit,” Kentucky
is a bourbon lov-
er’s paradise.

But where does
that leave folks
who want some-
thing other than
bourbon? Fear
not. There are
many options for
libations in every
region of Ken-
tucky, which is
home to more than
90 craft breweries
and an abundance
of wineries and
vineyards, with
multiple ways to
taste and experi-
ence them all. Sev-
eral brewery trails
also feature pass-
ports designed to
help you organize
and plan your
“beercation.”
The Kentucky
Brewgrass Trail
features breweries
in and around the
greater  Lexing-
ton area including
regional  power-
houses  Country
Boy Brewing,
West Sixth Brew-
ing Company and
Ethereal Brewing.
Don’t forget to
check out estab-
lishments outside
of Lexington, in-
cluding Maiden
City Brewing in
Cynthiana,  Sig
Luscher Brewery
in Frankfort and
Abettor Brewing
in Winchester.
The Louisville Ale
Trail  highlights
nearly 30 brew-
eries in the Der-
by City. Against
the Grain, one of
Kentucky’s origi-
nal craft brewer-
ies, operates from
Louisville Slugger
Field in the heart
of downtown, and
Atrium Brew-
ing, located in
the Germantown
neighborhood, has
gained a reputa-
tion for pushing
the boundaries of
beer with a rotat-
ing selection of ex-
perimental sours,
IPAs, stouts and
lagers.

The West Ken-
tucky  Brewery
Hop is comprised
of a group of 13
breweries in west-
ern Kentucky,
many of which are
located in historic
and repurposed
facilities. Pa-
ducah Beer Werks
is housed in the
former Paducah
Greyhound  bus
terminal, and the
Henderson Brew-
ing Company in
downtown Hen-
derson, resides in
a century-old bar
formerly known
as the Bright Spot
Tavern.

In addition to
beer, Kentucky
has been produc-
ing and selling
wine since the
18th century. First
Vineyard Winery

in  Nicholasville,
founded in 1799,
was the first com-
mercial winery in
the United States.
What’s better
than an excellent
glass of wine? An
excellent glass of
wine with a gor-
geous view of the
Kentucky coun-
tryside. Since
2000, more than
70 wineries and
vineyards  have
Sprung up across
the Bluegrass
State, offering not
only a wide vari-
ety of wine styles,
but unforgettable
experiences in the
way of tours and

tastings. Many
Kentucky  wine
producers, such
as Talon Win-
ery in Lexington,
Equus Winery
in Midway, and

Naimoli Estate in
Hopkinsville, are

located in some
of the most gor-
geous parts of the
commonwealth.
And don’t forget
to grab a passport
while visiting the
Western Kentucky
Wine Trail.

For those travel-
ing through east-
ern Kentucky, be
sure to explore the
Moonshine Trail,
which features 10
moonshine distill-
eries and histori-
cal sites that cele-
brate Kentucky’s

“untamed  spir-
it.” Learn about
moonshine his-

tory at the Back-
woods Moonshine

‘

tyville and enjoy
the breathtaking
Appalachian scen-
ery as you travel
from distillery
to distillery, im-
mersing yourself
in one of eastern
Kentucky’s oldest
traditions.

To plan your trip,
visit  www.ken-
tuckytourism.com
for more informa-
tion.

Regardless of
what you like to
drink and where
you happen to
be, Kentucky has
something  that
will perfectly suit
you.
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THEME: DES-

SERTS

ACROSS

1. Like some

champagnes

5. Undergarment

8. Dashboard ac-

ronym

11. Poison ivy woe

12. Took to court

13. Milan’s La

15. Afresh

16. Globes and

such

17. SNL’s fortE

18. *Ladyfin-

gers+coffee  li-

queur

20. Grammy of

sports

21. Jeweler’s unit

22. *Like wal-

nuts on ice cream

23. *Thin Mint

or Carmel deLite

26. *Apple dip

30. Nelson Man-

dela’s org.

31. Profound-

ness, pl.

34. Frost-cov-

ered

35. Ticket left-

overs

37.Pathet __

38. Lazybones

39. Samoan

money

40. A in AU, Ala-

bama

42. Heidi Samuel
__ Klum

43. Contaminat-

ing punch

45. Flammable

anesthetics

47. ak.a. acid

48. Military
group

50. Jezebel’s de-
ity

52. *Espres-
so+gelato

56. Forgo

57. Palo ____,
CA

58. Sacred image
59. Southern cui-
sine pods
60. Show
guns

61. Small stream
62. “The
Star-Spangled
Banner” author
63. Toni Mor-
rison’s “«
Baby”

64. Adeline or
Addison, for
short

DOWN

1. Troublesome
child

2. Jasmine
“Aladdin,” e.g.
3. Olympic cast-
out

4. Smack

5. Anatomical
sac

6. Overthrow by
argument

7. Marketing
creations

8. Wild onion

9. Clever tactic
10. Spanish sea
12. Evening par-
ty

13. See-through
14.*Eggs+milk+-
sugar

19.0ld ____, or
unpopped pop-

the

of

corn kernels

22. Be, singular
past tense

23. Uses a fishing
reel

24. Like beer at a
kegger (2 words)
25. Round open-
ings

26. Cabbage, in
France

27. “The House
at Pooh Corner”
author

28. African
chieftain
29. Ancient

Greeks’ harps
32. Socket coun-
terpart

33. Bar bill

36. *Filo

38. Book opener
40. Uniting con-
junction

41. Robin Hood
in Disney’s
“Robin Hood” (2
words)

44. Keys
46.Mecca to Me-
dina exodus

48. Type of lily
49. Happily ever
when?

50. *Make Alas-
ka

51. Gossamer
53. Vinegar or
lemon juice, to a
chef
54,
cated
55. James Bond’s

“For Your Eyes
2

56. Asian cuisine
pan
57.

Communi-

Astern



