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Agriculture
Chronic wasting disease — or 

zombie deer disease — poses a 
threat to Kentucky’s deer and 
elk population and industr y, 
exper ts say. Rep. Josh Bray, 
R-Mount Vernon, wants to pre-
vent that from happening.

Bray is the primary sponsor 
of House Bill 700, which he pre-
sented to the House Tourism 
and Outdoor Recreation Com-
mittee on Thursday alongside 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Commissioner Rich Storm.

The legislation would place 
restrictions on the movement of 
cervids (deer and elk) in chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) surveil-
lance zones.

Storm said chronic wasting 
disease is a 100% incurable and 
fatal prion disease. The only way 
to test an animal for the disease 
is by testing a lymph node from 
the base of the deer’s skull. 
Bray said the disease cannot 
be transmitted to humans, but 
other prion diseases, like mad 
cow disease, are transmissible to 
humans.

Kentucky has had two isolat-
ed cases of chronic wasting dis-
ease, Bray said, but other states 
haven’t been so lucky. In states 
where the disease has spread, 
hunting tourism has declined.

“My greatest fear — as I sit 
here today — if we do nothing, 
and CWD spreads across this 
state, once it hits interior Ken-
tucky, we will forever wish we 
had done something today,” 
Bray said.

Storm said Kentucky has 
a conser vation and fiduciar y 
responsibility to preserve Ken-
tucky’s cer vid population and 
$2 billion hunting industry. Ken-
tucky also has a thriving deer 
farming industry.

Under HB 700, it would be 
unlawful to export any wild cer-
vid outside a CWD surveillance 
zone. Those zones are defined 

as a 30-mile radius from a posi-
tive CWD detection, according 
to the legislation.

For captive cervids, the bill 
would make it unlawful to export 
a captive cervid outside a 10-mile 
radius from a CWD positive cap-
tive cervid facility. Cervid facilities 
who install double fencing could 
be exempt from some of the regu-
lations in HB 700, Bray said.

The bill would allow a CWD 
surveillance zone designation to 
expire five years after the zone’s 
last positive CWD case.

Storm said the legislation 
would still allow the export of 
certain cervid products.

“They will be able to contin-
ue to sell (boneless) meat, the 
byproducts, the antlers,” he said.

Several representatives of 
Kentucky’s deer farming indus-
try testified they’re already tak-
ing precautionar y measures 
when it comes to CWD.

Henry Woodard, who serves 
on the Kentucky Alternative 
Livestock Association board, 
said deer farming is already 
heavily regulated by Fish and 
Wildlife, the Department of Agri-
culture and the USDA.

“We take CWD very serious-
ly,” he said. “… We have a CWD 
response plan already in the 
state, and it is a response plan 
by our Department of Ag that we 
fall under. We test every mortali-
ty in our herds for CWD, regard-
less of proximity to a CWD posi-
tive case.”

Woodward said HB 700 could 
shut down many of Kentucky’s 
deer farms.

Several lawmakers had ques-
tions about CWD, including how 
to test for it.

Rep .  W i l l iam Lawrence , 
R-Maysville, asked about the 
future of a live test for CWD 
where farmers and Fish and 
Wildlife would be able to test a 
live cervid.

Storm said he’s “very confi-
dent” there will be a live test in 
the years to come, but right now 
there isn’t one that’s approved.

“When the day comes that 
there’s a live test, we can abso-
lutely come back in and change 
all of this, because it won’t be as 
necessary,” Bray said.

Lawrence said he understands 
the urgency behind HB 700, but 
he worries how the bill may hurt 
deer farmers.

“If I was told I couldn’t (oper-
ate) for the next five years, it 

could crush my business,” Law-
rence said, adding he hopes the 
legislature could communicate 
the sense of urgency for a live 
test on a federal level.

The House Tourism and Out-
door Recreation Committee 
approved HB 700 by a 13-1 vote 
with three pass votes.

In explaining his “yes” vote, 
Rep. Adam Moore, D-Lexing-
ton, said he’s looking forward 
to using the “robust” legislative 
process to make sure HB 700 is 
as “perfect a bill as is possible.”

Bray said he and Storm have 
been working with all stakehold-
ers, including the farmers, on the 
bill and are hoping to find a solu-
tion everyone can be content with.

“I love deer. I love deer hunt-
ing,” Bray said. “I would never 
want to do anything to hurt any-
body’s business, but there’s far 
too much to lose if we sit here 
and do nothing.”

HB 700 now goes before the 
full House for consideration.
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Chronic wasting disease bill clears committee

Rep. Josh Bray, R-Mount 
Vernon, testifies on 
House Bill 700 before 
the House Tourism and 
Outdoor Recreation 
Committee on Thursday. 
The bill would place 
restrictions on the 
movement of deer and 
elk, or cervids, in chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) 
surveillance zones.
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Licenses and permits 
are available now to fish, 
hunt and trap in Kentucky 
in the coming license year, 
beginning March 1. With 
some of the finest outdoor 
oppor tunities available 
anywhere,  Kentucky’s 
fields, woods and water-
ways provide adventure for 
avid outdoors enthusiasts 
and newcomers alike.​​​

The 2025-2026 license 
year began on Satur-
day, March 1, and runs 
through Feb. 28 of next 
year. License and permit 
fees for Kentucky resi-
dents are unchanged from 
the 2024-2025 license year, 
which lasts until Friday, 
and most non-resident fees 
will remain the same.​​​

In Kentucky, a license 
covers basic hunting or 
fishing for many species, 
whereas additional state 
permits are required when 
pursuing specific other 
species, such as fishing 
for trout or hunting for 
migrator y birds, deer, 
wild turkey or black bear. 
Sportsmen’s-type licenses 
include multiple permits as 
well as basic hunting and 
fishing privileges.​​​

​​​For  the  2025 -2026 
license year, prices for 
four non-resident options 
reflect a moderate fee 
increase, including:

Annual Hunting License 
(nonresident) — $160

Spring Turkey Permit 
(non-resident) — $110

Fal l  T urkey Per mit 
(non-resident) — $110

Deer Permit (non-resi-
dent) — $235

Introduced last year, 
the resident Senior Life-
time Sportsman’s License 
remains priced at $180. 
It includes hunting and 
fishing licenses plus per-
mits for trout, deer, spring 
and fall turkey, migratory 
game birds and waterfowl. 
It is available to Kentucky 
residents aged 65 and 

older, who can purchase 
it once and then simply 
carry an electronic copy 
or reprint each year to dis-
play the current license 
year.​​​

Seniors in Kentucky still 
have the option to pur-
chase an annual Senior 
Sportsman’s License that 
provides the same licenses 
and permits for the license 
year for just $12. Resident 
anglers have the option to 
purchase an annual Fish-
ing License for $23 or a 
3-year Fishing License for 
added convenience and 
value at just $55.​​​

Licenses and permits 
are sold online through 
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life’s website License Sales 
portal, searchable off the 
homepage at fw.ky.gov. 
Licenses and permits also 
are sold at agent locations 
across the state. A list of 
license agents by county 
is available on the depart-
ment’s website.​​​

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
receives its primary fund-
ing  thr ough r evenue 
raised by the sale of hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, as 
well as federal excise taxes 
generated by the sale of 
recreational firearms and 
ammunition, archery gear 

and fishing equipment.
Springtime provides 

many oppor tunities to 
take someone new into the 
field. Youth turkey week-
end is April 5-6, while the 
main turkey season opens 
a week later, on April 12. 
The Youth Spor tsman’s 
License, available to resi-
dents ages 12-15, is a great 
value at $30 and covers 
turkey hunting and deer 
hunting.​​​

​​​The warmer weather 
also provides for fantastic 
fishing across the state. 
Learn about those oppor-
tunities in our Fishing and 
Boating Guide. The 2025-
2026 guide will be avail-
able on the agency website 
March 1.

​​​Another great resource 
is the Fish Boat KY app. 
Available free from iTunes 
and Google Play, the app 
helps anglers find water-
bodies, boat ramps and 
other water access from 
the palm of their hand. 
Users can also search by 
species of fish, store cop-
ies of their licenses, and 
much more using the 
smartphone app

​​​To learn all the basics 
on hunting and fishing, the 
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life website (fw.ky.gov) has 

many resources for indi-
viduals new to the sports. 
For in-person classes, 
search Hook and Cook or 
Field to Fork on the site. 
Classes are offered across 
the state to provide learn-
ing oppor tunities for all 
ages.

Anglers from through-
out the central United 
States come to Kentucky 
to fish its waters, including 
the state’s renowned trout 
fishery in the Cumberland 
River and the crappie fish-
ery in Kentucky and Bar-
kley lakes. Kentucky is a 
top destination nationally 
for deer hunting and main-
tains the largest elk herd 
east of the Rocky Moun-
tains. The application peri-
od to apply for a 2025 elk 
hunt runs through April 
30.​​​

​​​For more information 
about hunting and fishing 
opportunities in Kentucky, 
visit the department web-
site at fw.ky.gov​. For ques-
tions, please call 1-800-858-
1549, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (ET) 
weekdays, excluding hol-
idays.
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2025-2026 Kentucky fishing and 
hunting licenses available now

The following meetings 
in March involving the 
Kentucky Office of Agri-
cultural Policy will take 
place in person.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
The Kentucky Agri-

cultural Finance Corp. 
(KAFC) Loan Review 
Committee will meet at 
9 a.m. EDT at the Frank-
lin County Extension 
Of fice, 101 Lakeview 
Court in Frankfort.

KAFC will  have its 
monthly business meet-
ing at 10 a.m. EDT at the 
Franklin County Exten-
sion Office.

FRIDAY, MARCH 21
The Kentucky Agricul-

tural Development Board 
(KADB) will have its 
monthly business meet-
ing at 9 a.m. EDT in per-
son at the Franklin Coun-
ty Extension Office, 101 
Lakeview Court in Frank-
fort.

K A D B  A p p l i c a t i o n 
Review and Compliance 
Committee wil l  meet 
immediately following the 
adjournment of KADB 
monthly business meet-
ing.
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Kentucky Office of 
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