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Our focus is your family.

IN THE APPLEGATE PLAZA
1621 Ashland Rd, Greenup

606.473.5322

www.morriseyecare.com

Dr. Richard Morris   
Optometrist

Dr. John Adams  
Optometrist

WE NEED FURNITURE!

FREE 
FURNITURE 
PICK-UP! 

www.MySecondHandRose.com
TOLL FREE 1-866-210-1768

Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm •Sun: Noon-5pm

FURNITURE • 3205 13TH ST • ASHLAND

drop off any day or call 
to schedule free pick-up 

606.324.0387

Fight to keep public notices public!
Remain aware of decisions

being made in your community.

INFORMED
When your local school board is going to meet to 
discuss the safety of your children, you need your

community newspaper to keep you informed.

DON’T FIND OUT TOO LATE!
Public notices in newspapers help ensure open 

government by informing citizens about meetings, 
taxes, projects up for bid, and other important local 

and state activities. Without them, the public’s ability 
to access accurate records and hold government 

accountable would be greatly diminished.

 www.fieldsflowers.com
606.324.2184

ROSES
DOZEN RED

$4500
+TAX

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

1516 Central Avenue
ASHLAND, KENTUCKY

LEGAL NOTICE
The Raceland-Worthington Independent School District will hold 
a public forum for district facility planning at 5:30 PM, July 7, 
2025. Meeting will be held at the RWISD Board of Education at 
100 Rams Blvd., Raceland, KY 41169.  
 
Michael Salmons, Facilities
Larry Coldiron, Superintendent

Published: June 25, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

TWINSBURG, Ohio (AP) When 
Judy Sautner recently walked 
into Power Appliance, a store 
in a southeastern suburb of  
Cleveland, she had one goal in 
mind: replace her daughter’s 
broken dryer with something 
that worked and didn’t break 
the bank.

“I wasn’t really worried 
about all the bells and whis-
tles,” said Sautner.

Jay Buchanan, the store’s 
owner, said many customers 
are like Sautner, and what 
they are looking for frequent-
ly ends up being an appliance 
with the Energy Star symbol.

The U.S.-based program 
claims that its blue seal of  
approval on efficient appli-
ances saves households an 
average of  $450 on their bills 
per year. Since its launch in 
1992, Energy Star appliances 
have also prevented 4 billion 
metric tons of  greenhouse gas 
emissions, the main cause of  
climate change.

But the program’s future 
is unclear. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has 
announced an agency reorga-
nization plan that would elim-
inate its Energy Star offices. 
That would make it more 
difficult for customers to find 
energy efficient appliances. 
Here is a look at Energy Star 
along with tips to find energy 
efficient appliances if  the pro-
gram goes away:

How Energy Star works
Energy Star is a voluntary 

labeling program. The EPA 
sets energy efficiency stan-
dards for various machines, 
and then companies that pro-
duce them can try to hit or ex-

ceed those standards. If  they 
do, they get the Energy Star 
sticker certifying it works as 
well as a standard product 
and uses less energy.

Companies are incentivized 
to make products that earn 
that sticker because state 
and local utility rebate pro-
grams, along with federal tax 
incentives, base qualifying 
appliances on the program. 
Consumers who want to save 
money through incentives 
and lower gas and electric 
bills know to look for it. and 
according to the program’s 
website, roughly 90% of  
households recognize the 
symbol.

Qualifying specifications 
vary depending on the ap-
pliance, but requirements 
include the amount of  energy 
consumed when a machine 
is turned off, the inclusion of  
a low-power or “sleep” mode 
and a minimum efficiency rat-
ing when it’s operating.

If Energy Star goes away
Finding and buying ener-

gy-efficient products without 
that certification wouldn’t be 
impossible, just difficult, said 
Elizabeth Hewitt, associate 
professor of  technology and 
society at Stony Brook Uni-
versity.

“You have to become a real-
ly savvy shopper,” she said.

It would mean consumers 
searching for, say, a dishwash-
er, would have to put together 
a list of  options, gather speci-
fications that come with each 
product, compare them, and 
recognize which numbers in-
dicate that the dishwasher is 
energy efficient.

Specifications for a wash-
ing machine, for example, 
might include how many 
clothes can fit in a load, the 
gallons of  water per load and 
the electricity required to 
run a cycle, while a furnace’s 
specs focus on how good it 
is at converting energy into 

heat, how much of  that heat 
leaks and how well its fan 
does at blowing hot air into 
the house.

Converting all those num-
bers into a single seal of  ap-
proval would be complicated.

“Unless they’re deep into 
analytics, they’re not gonna 
freakin’ know,” said Buchan-
an.

Buchanan said his custom-
ers usually ask for help find-
ing energy efficient applianc-
es. So if  that seal of  approval 
disappears, it’ll change his 
life more than the lives of  his 
customers. He said he’ll have 
to do the work to figure out 
which appliances will save on 
energy bills.

The concern, said Executive 
Director Ben Stapleton with 
U.S. Green Building Council 
California, a nonprofit fo-
cused on sustainable building, 
is that extra set of  steps will 
deter people from prioritizing 
energy efficiency.

“If  we’re just relying on the 
manufacturer and relying 
on people to go through the 
manual to see what the power 
draw is, it’s hard to imagine 
that being effective,” he said.

Tips for picking  
appliances

Many utilities are incentiv-
ized to help households and 
businesses buy efficient appli-
ances.

If  Energy Star were to go 
away, utilities would need to 
figure out a new way of  de-
termining which appliances 
qualify for their incentive pro-
grams, said Mark Kresowik, 
senior policy director with the 

nonprofit American Council 
for an Energy-Efficient Econ-
omy. Calling and asking them 
about qualifying appliances 
would be a good place to start, 
he said.

Consumer Reports, an 
organization that does inde-
pendent product reviews, can 
provide information about 
appliances and their perfor-
mance, although it requires a 
subscription to access some 
of  its more detailed informa-
tion.

The Consortium for Energy 
Efficiency, a collaboration 
with primarily utilities, has 
its own energy efficiency stan-
dards. Right now those stan-
dards are designed with Ener-
gy Star in mind, but Kresowik 
said incentive programs could 
shift to using product specifi-
cations.

The fate of  Energy Star 
is still uncertain. The broad 
reorganization at the EPA 
reported last month would 
eliminate or reorganize large 
parts of  the offices that keep 
the program running, but 
the EPA has not directly con-
firmed a plan to shut it down 
or provided a timeline.

Regardless of  what happens 
to Energy Star or what appli-
ances are bought, Stapleton 
said consumers always have 
agency to use products in an 
energy-efficient way, such as 
washing clothes in cold water 
or avoiding the water-heavy 
dishwasher settings. It always 
helps to choose the right sized 
products.

“Maybe I don’t need the 
largest microwave that’s on 
the market,” he said.

Tips for finding energy efficient appliances

FILE | AP

An Energy Star logo is displayed on a box for a freezer in Evendale, 
Ohio, on Jan. 21.

STARKE, Fla. (AP) A man 
convicted of  raping and 
killing a woman near a 
bar in central Florida 
was scheduled to be exe-
cuted Tuesday evening.

Thomas Lee Gudinas, 
51, was set to receive a le-
thal injection at Florida 
State Prison near Starke 
for the May 1994 killing 
of  Michelle McGrath.

Gudinas would be 
the seventh person put 
to death in Florida this 
year, with an eighth 
scheduled for next 
month. The state also ex-
ecuted six people in 2023, 
but only carried out one 
execution last year.

A total of  23 men have 
been put to death in 
the U.S. this year with 
scheduled executions 
set to make 2025 the year 
with the most execu-
tions since 2015.

Florida has executed 
more people than any 
other state this year, 
while Texas and South 
Carolina are tied for 
second place with four 
each. Alabama has exe-
cuted three people, Okla-
homa two, and Arizona, 
Indiana, Louisiana and 
Tennessee each have 
one. Mississippi is set to 
join the other states on 
Wednesday with its first 
execution since 2022.

Despite the increased 
frequency of  executions 
this year, Department 
of  Corrections spokes-
man Ted Veerman said 
there’s been no signifi-
cant operational strain.

“Our staff are doing a 
fantastic job keeping up 
with the pace of  these 
executions,” Veerman 
said Tuesday. “And we 
are going through with 
these in a professional 
manner.”

McGrath was last seen 
at a bar called Barbarel-
la’s shortly before 3 a.m. 
on May 24, 1994. Her 
body, showing signs of  
serious trauma and sex-
ual assault, was found 
several hours later in an 
alley next to a nearby 
school.

Gudinas had been at 
the same bar with friends 

the night before, but they 
all later testified that 
they had left without 
him. A school employee 
who found McGrath’s 
body later identified Gu-
dinas as a man who was 
fleeing the area shortly 
beforehand. Another 
woman also identified 
Gudinas as the person 
who chased her to her car 
the previous night and 
threatened to assault her.

Gudinas was convict-
ed and sentenced to 
death in 1995.

Gudinas woke up at 
4:45 a.m. Tuesday, a De-
partment of  Corrections 
spokesman said. He had 
one visitor, his mother. 
He did not meet with a 
spiritual adviser.

For his last meal, 
Gudinas had pepperoni 
pizza, fries and a soda, 
officials said.

Attorneys for Gudinas 
have filed appeals with 
the Florida Supreme 
Court and the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

The lawyers argued 
in their state filing that 
evidence related to “life-
long mental illnesses” 

exempts Gudinas from 
being put to death. The 
Florida Supreme Court 
denied the appeals last 
week, ruling that the case 
law that shields intellec-
tually disabled people 
from execution does not 
apply to individuals with 
other forms of mental ill-
ness or brain damage.

Meanwhile, a federal 
filing argues that the 
Florida governor’s unfet-
tered discretion to sign 
death warrants violates 
death row inmates’ con-
stitutional rights to due 
process and has led to 
an arbitrary process for 
determining who lives 
and who dies. The U.S. 

Supreme Court on Tues-
day afternoon denied 

Gudinas’ application for 
a stay of  execution.

Florida set to execute a man convicted of  
raping and killing a woman outside of a bar


