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Protect your
sight: What
to know
about ocular
melanoma

LEXINGTON
hen you think of cancer, eye
cancer may not be the first thing
that comes to mind. However,
ocular melanoma — a rare but
serious disease — deserves attention. It is
the most common primary eye cancer in
adults, and early detection can significantly
improve outcomes.

What is ocular melanoma?

Ocular melanoma (also called
uveal melanoma) develops from
melanocytes, the cells that
produce pigment in the eye. Al-
though it accounts for only about
5% of all melanoma cases, it is
the leading cancer that originates
inside the eyeball in adults.

The uvea — the eye’s middle
layer — includes the iris (the
colored part), the ciliary body (in-
volved in focusing), and the cho-
roid (a layer rich in blood vessels). Most cases
begin in the choroid.

How common is it?

In the United States, ocular melanoma is di-
agnosed in about 5 out of every 1 million people
annually, translating to roughly 2,000 new cases
each year. Though rare, the disease requires
vigilance because of its potential severity.

Warning signs

Early-stage ocular melanoma often causes
no symptoms and may only be detected during
a routine eye exam. As the tumor grows, you
might notice:

-Blurry vision or loss of side vision

-Flashes of light

-Floaters (spots drifting across vision)

-A growing dark spot on the iris

-A change in pupil shape

These signs don’t always mean cancer, but
any new visual change should be checked
promptly.

ADITYA
BANSAL

Risk factors

Factors that may increase risk include:

-Age: More common after age 60

-Light eye color: Blue, green, or gray eyes car-
ry higher risk

-Family history: Rarely, it can run in families

Diagnosis, treatment, prognosis

If ocular melanoma is suspected, your doctor
will refer you to an eye cancer specialist. Di-
agnostic tests typically include a detailed eye
exam and imaging, such as ultrasound.

Treatment options vary by tumor size and
spread, and may include:

-Radiation therapy

-Surgical removal

-Laser therapy

-Targeted or immunotherapy (if spread is
detected)

The prognosis for small, localized tumors is
generally good, with high rates of vision preser-
vation and local tumor control. However, about
50% of patients with ocular melanoma may
develop metastasis — most commonly to the
liver — which can complicate outcomes. Close
follow-up is essential.

Why awareness matters

Though rare, ocular melanoma can be vision-
and life-threatening. Regular eye exams, espe-
cially for people over 60 or those with light-col-
ored eyes, are key to catching it early.

ADITYA BANSAL, M.D., is an ophthalmologist at the University of Kentucky
Markey Cancer Center.
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Boyd County Career and Technical Center is in search of the
equipment listed below. If your company sells this equipment
and you would like to be submit a bid, please pick up a bid re-
sponse form from BCPS District Office or Boyd County CTC and
return it by 3:00pm on 06/13/25 to the Boyd County Board of
Education, 1104 Bob McCullough Drive, Ashland, KY 41102. In-
terested vendors can contact the Boyd County CTC at 606-928-
7120 for specifications.

For Industrial Maintenance:
Laser Alignment Tool

Alignment Jig with Dial Indicators
Electrical, Hydraulic, Pneumatic Trainers
For Agriculture:

Flat Filler

Bovine Injection Simulator

Steel Pesticide Cabinet

For Construction:

Industrial Planer, jointer, router table, bead blaster, safety saw,
and dust collection.

For Family Science:

Long arm Stationary Machine
Embroidery Machine

For Health Science:

CPR Training Equipment
Anatomy Table

Industrial Shop Spaces:

Fork Lift

General Purpose:

7-9 Passenger Van

The Boyd County School District reserves the right to reject any or
all bids and to award multiple bids.

Published: May 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and June 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 9, 2025

Kentucky may have to decide on
federal education funding slack
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Beshear steps up campaign to ensure

preschool for every Kentucky 4-year-old

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE Democratic Kentucky
Gov. Andy Beshear stepped up his
efforts Wednesday to guarantee
preschool access for every 4-year-
old in the state, offering assuranc-
es his plan would reap widespread
benefits — improving student
performance while bolstering em-
ployment and family incomes.

Having been stymied by the
state’s GOP-supermajority leg-
islature in recent years when he
pitched his universal pre-K plan,
Beshear kicked off a campaign
in hopes of building grassroots
support. It comes about seven
months before lawmakers convene
in January for their 2026 session,
which could be the term-limited
governor’s last realistic chance to
turn his ambitious preschool plan
into law. The 2026 session will be
highlighted by work to pass the
state’s next two-year budget.

Beshear, a two-term governor
seen as a potential presidential
candidate in 2028, said every child
“deserves a good start” by en-
suring they are prepared for Kin-
dergarten. The Bluegrass State

is falling short of that goal, he
said, pointing to statistics show-
ing more than half of Kentucky
children are unprepared for their
first day of kindergarten, creat-
ing an achievement gap that’s
difficult to overcome.

“Scripture tells us that children
are a gift from God,” Beshear said
during his campaign-style stop in
Louisville. “And I believe that we
have a responsibility as adults to
build a better state for every sin-
gle one of them. We all know that
we can do this with pre-K for all.
Let’s finally get this done.”

Nearly two-thirds of Ken-
tucky’s 120 counties lack suffi-
cient child care to serve every
family that needs it, the governor
said. Workforce participation
rates tend to be lower in counties
with fewer childcare options,
Beshear’s administration said.

“Kentucky will never reach
its potential if our children’s zip
code determines their place in the
world by the first day of kindergar-
ten,” said Democratic Lt. Gov. Jac-
queline Coleman, a former public
school teacher and administrator.
“The time for pre-K is now.”

The benefits of his pre-K pro-

posal would be much broader
and would include increasing

the state’s workforce by enabling
more parents to go back to work,
Beshear said. and it would help
ease the financial burden on par-
ents with young children, he said.

“American families right
now are struggling, struggling
to pay the bills, and child care
is a big part of that,” Beshear
said. “Pre-K for all could ease
the financial burden facing our
hardworking families and make
paying those bills not just a little
but a lot easier.”

Beshear on Wednesday did not
delve into how much state-fund-
ed preschool would cost, but he
pointed to a study indicating
every $1 invested in pre-K gener-
ates $10 cycling through the state
economy.

Leading up to the 2024 legisla-
tive session, Beshear’s budget plan
included $172 million each year of
the following two-year budget cy-
cle to provide preschool for 4-year-
olds. Beshear has said the expense
is “more than affordable,” amount-
ing to a fraction of the massive
surplus in the state’s budget
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Local surgeon to relocate practice

STAFF REPORT

ral is needed.

PORTSMOUTH Long-
time Ashland general
surgeon Roderick
Tompkins, M.D., is

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Carter Madi Inc. - DBA - 156
Fuel Mart, 2464 State High-
way 2, Olive Hill, KY 41164-
8501 hereby declares its
intention(s) to apply for a
NQ Malt Beverage Package
License no later than June 6,
2025. The business to be li-
censed will be located at 2464
State Highway 2, Olive Hill,
Kentucky 41164-8501 doing
business as 156 Fuel Mart.
The owner, Dineshkumar Pa-
tel 417 7th St, Paintsville, KY
41240-1279. Any person, asso-
ciation, corporation, or body
politic may protest the grant-
ing of the license(s) by writing
the Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control, 500 Mero
St. 2NE33, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, 40601, within thirty
(30) days of the date of legal
publication.
Published: June 5, 2025

moving his practice to
King’s Daughters Ohio
hospital, according to
a news release. Tomp-
kins has practiced at
UK King’s Daughters
in Ashland since 1997.
He will begin seeing
patients in Portsmouth
in July.

“Over the last 28 years,
I've taken out more than
6,000 gallbladders in the
area,” Tompkins said.
“I'm looking forward to

serving the Portsmouth
and southern Ohio com-
munity as I've done in
Ashland. King’s Daugh-
ters Ohio is a wonderful
facility. The staff is ex-
cellent.”

Dr. Tompkins will be
focused on abdominal
surgery, including gall-
bladder removal and
hernia repair. He will
also perform skin cancer
removals and endosco-
pies. No physician refer-

A Kentucky native,
Dr. Tompkins earned
his medical degree from
the University of Louis-
ville School of Medicine
in 1992. He completed
his residency in general
surgery at the Univer-
sity of South Florida
in Tampa in 1997. He is
board certified by the
American College of
Surgeons for General
Surgery.
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