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BY DOUG FEINBERG 
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

Michigan has gotten 
off to a strong start this 
season and the No. 23 
Wolverines will try and 
close out 2024 with a 
big victor y when they 
visit No. 4 USC on Sun-
day.

The Wolverines won 
10 of  their  f i rs t  12 
games with the lone 
losses coming against 
then-No. 1 South Car-
olina and No. 9 Okla-
homa. Michigan will 
have a good idea where 
it stands after the next 
two weeks as the team 
plays USC followed by 
No. 1 UCLA three days 
later. The Wolverines 
then retur n home to 
face No. 10 Ohio State a 
week later.

“If you told me we’d 
be in this spot, no, I 
wouldn’t have thought 
it,” coach Kim Barnes 
Arico said in a phone 
i n t e r v i e w.  “ I  k n o w 
the rigors of our con-
ference and the first 
three games it’s really 
important we stay pos-
itive and buy into the 
process.”

It’s one of the best 
starts in Barnes Arico’s 
time at Michigan. The 
Wolverines have a tal-
ented freshman class 
led by Syla Swords, 

Mila Holloway and Oliv-
ia Olson. The trio are 
all averaging in dou-
ble-digits in scoring 
with Swords and Olson 
both averaging more 
than 15 a game.

“We have three fresh-
men playing at such a 
high level. They have 
ups and downs, but not 
all at the same time,” 
Barnes Arico said. “The 
trans i t ion  has  been 
impressive.”

Bar nes Arico said 
her team will have a 
few days off before get-
ting back together on 
Thursday. They will fly 

to Los Angeles on Fri-
day.

“Feels really weird 
that we’re leaving on 
the 27th to fly to Cal-
i for n ia  to  p lay  two 
g a m e s , ”  s h e  s a i d . 
“Our players are really 
excited about it. When 
you sign on for this, 
you want to compete 
against the best and 
that’s part of the reason 
you come to Michigan, 
come to the Big Ten.”

USC heads into that 
game on a high after 
beating UConn 72-70 
on Saturday for the first 
time in school history.

“This is a really sig-

nificant win, and it’s a 
really significant win 
because of  the stat -
ure of UConn’s pro-
gram and what Geno 
Auriemma has done for 
our sport,” USC coach 
Lindsay Gottlieb said. 
“It doesn’t matter to me 
that they haven’t won a 
championship in a cou-
ple years. There’s still a 
way that they prepare, a 
way that they play, that 
makes you better, and it 
made us better.”

QUIET WEEK
Women’s basketball 

teams have most of the 
week off with no games 

s c h e d u l e d  b e t w e e n 
Monday and Friday. No. 
16 Kentucky is the only 
ranked team to play Sat-
urday and then 17 Top 
25 teams play Sunday 
with the Big Ten, Big 
East and ACC all start-
ing play.

NET RATINGS
The NCAA’s weekly 

NET rankings — one of 
the tools that the selec-
t ion committee uses 
for the NCAA Tourna-
ment bracket — has a 
new No. 1 this week 
with Texas taking over 
the top spot from South 
Carolina. UCLA which 
is No. 1 in the AP poll 
is third with UConn and 
Kansas State fourth and 
fifth. The Huskies are 
the only team in the top 
25 that isn’t from one of 
the Power Four confer-
ences. Harvard is next 
at 32.

___
Get poll aler ts and 

updates  on  the  AP 
Top 25 throughout the 
season. Sign up here. 
AP women’s col lege 
basketba l l :  h t tps ://
a p n e w s . c o m / h u b /
ap-top-25-womens-col-
l e g e - b a s k e t b a l l - p o l l 
and https://apnews.
com/hub/womens-col-
lege-basketball

Michigan faces USC in Big Ten opener

(AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
Southern California guard JuJu Watkins, left, drives to the basket Saturday as 
UConn guards Paige Bueckers, center, and Morgan Cheli, right, defend in the sec-
ond half of an NCAA college basketball game in Hartford, Conn.

BY AP SPORTS
LEXINGTON — Geor-

gia Amoore scored 20 of 
her 23 points in the sec-
ond half, Amelia Hassett 
added 16, including a 
clutch 3-pointer with 30.1 
seconds to go, and No. 
16 Kentucky held on to 
defeat Belmont 84-78 on 
Friday night.

The Wildcats saw a 
12-point lead with bare-
ly three minutes to go 
shrink to 79-76 with 
53 seconds left after 
Tuti Jones and Kendal 
Holmes hit back-to-back 
3 pointers. That’s when 

Hassett, who also had 11 
rebounds, beat the shot 
clock with a step-back 3 
to make it 82-76..

Dazia Lawrence had 15 
points for the Wildcats 
(10-1), who trailed 39-33 
at halftime. Clara Strack 
and Teonnni Key both 
had 12. Amoore, who 
surpassed 2,000 career 
points in her last game, 
had seven 3-pointers, six 
in the second half. It’s the 
first game Kentucky won 
by less than double fig-
ures.

Jailyn Banks scored 
23 to lead Belmont (5-6), 

who have lost six games 
to Power 4 teams, includ-
ing ranked Kansas State, 
Ohio State and Duke and 
Michigan, which is now 
ranked. Holmes added 
18 points, Emi La Cha-
pell had 12, Jones 11 and 
Kendal Cheesman 10.

Banks had 11 points 
and Cheesman 10 as the 
Bruins took a 39-33 half-
time lead.

Amoore had back-
to-back 3-points to give 
Kentucky a 53-50 lead 
with three minutes left 
in the third quarter. She 
had four 3s and 14 points 

in the third quarter and 
the Wildcats took a 57-54 
lead into the fourth quar-
ter.

Amoore sandwiched 
3-pointers around a layup 
from Clara Silva to give 
Kentucky a 73-61 lead 
with five minutes remain-
ing.

Kentucky shot 62.5% 
in the second half with 
eight 3s.

Kentucky plays West-
ern Kentucky at home on 
Dec. 28 before beginning 
Southeastern Conference 
play in January.

___ Get poll alerts and 

updates on the AP Top 25 
throughout the season. 
Sign up here. AP wom-
en’s college basketball: 
https://apnews.com/
hub/ap-top-25-womens-
college-basketball-poll 
and https://apnews.
com/hub/womens-col-
lege-basketball

Amoore’s 7 3s, 23 points lift No. 16 Kentucky
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BY ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

The Atlanta Falcons 
drafting of Michael Penix 
Jr. just six weeks after 
signing Kirk Cousins to 
a $180 million contract 
doesn’t seem like that 
much of a head-scratcher 
anymore.

Penix, the eighth over-
all pick in this year’s draft, 
was supposed to serve 
as Cousins’ understudy 
for a year or two, a plan 
that was scuttled when 
Cousins quickly lost the 
zip and accuracy on his 
passes and his grip on the 
starting job.

It was hard to argue 
with making the change 
after Cousins had nine 
picks and one touch-
down pass in his last five 
starts — but it was a dar-
ing move nonetheless 
with the Falcons trailing 
first-place Tampa Bay by 
a single game with three 
weeks left.

Penix made the move 
pay off with a solid first 
NFL start in the Falcons’ 
34-7 rout of the New York 
Giants on Sunday that 
bolstered Atlanta’s play-
off hopes, and the Fal-
cons (8-7) moved back 
into first place in the NFC 
South with the Bucca-
neers’ loss at Dallas on 
Sunday night.

The left-hander was not 
at all overwhelmed by the 
moment, completing 18 
of 27 passes for 202 yards 
— numbers that would’ve 
been better if not for at 

least three dropped pass-
es, one of which Kyle 
Pitts bobbled right into 
the hands of a New York 
defender for Penix’s lone 
interception.

“He went out and 
played almost flawless 
football,” coach Raheem 
Morris said.

Cousins will almost cer-
tainly be looking for his 
fourth team in 2025.

If the Falcons cut ties 
as expected, they’ll have 
paid Cousins $90 mil-
lion for 14 games. Cous-
ins’ career earnings are 
about $321 million and his 
record is 84-77-2, includ-
ing a 1-3 mark in the play-
offs and 7-7 this season.

In the spirit of expedit-
ed judgments, let’s take a 
gander at how other quar-
terbacks have fared with 
their new teams in 2024.

RUSSELL WILSON
The Pittsburgh Steel-

ers landed the biggest 
bargain of the season 
in Wilson, whom they 
signed for the veteran’s 
minimum of $1.21 mil-
lion, leaving his former 
team, the Denver Bron-
cos, on the hook for the 
remaining $37.79 mil-
lion of his 2024 salary.

W ilson’s  cal f  in ju-
r y in camp forced the 
Steelers to start Justin 
Fields, who went 4-2 
before Mike Tomlin 
made the risky switch to 
Wilson, who’s gone 6-3 
with 15 TD throws and 

four interceptions.
With the Steelers (10-

5) playof f-bound, Wil-
son will make his first 
postseason appearance 
since 2020. The only 
question is  whether 
it’ll be at home as AFC 
North champ or on the 
road as a wild-card. 
They’re tied with the 
Ravens atop the division 
but currently own the 
tiebreaker.

SAM DARNOLD
This was expected to be 

a rebuilding year in Min-
nesota after the Vikings 
lost Cousins in free agen-
cy. They signed Darnold, 
the third overall pick in 
2018, to a $10 million, one-
year contract and drafted 
national champion J.J. 
McCarthy with the 10th 
overall pick.

McCar thy tore the 
meniscus in his right 
knee during the pre-
season opener and has 
undergone two surger-
ies, opening the way for 
Darnold’s breakthrough 
season.

Darnold brought a 
21-35 career record with 
him to Minneapolis and 
all he’s done is go 13-2 
while setting career highs 
with 32 touchdown pass-
es, 3,776 passing yards 
and a 67.2% completion 
percentage.

The Vikings are tied 
with the Lions atop the 
packed NFC North and 
the division crown could 

come down to Minne-
sota’s season finale at 
Detroit on Jan. 5.

Falcons’ Penix pick justified 
by Rookie QB play

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
FRIDAY - 3 PM

Contact Customer Service at
270-522-6605

classifieds@cadizrecord.com
Monday-Friday 7AM-3PM

Holidays advance deadlines by 24 hours.

LEGAL
The Following vehicles will be
sold to the highest bidder on
20 JAN 2025 at 1000 at
Riddles Towing 1834 Carneal
Ln, Oak Grove, KY 42262
270-350-6368

1. 2005 Pontiac G6
1G2ZG528254162736
Crafton, Bridget M
2.2014 Buick Enclave
5GAKVCKD5EJ168330
Crescent Bank & Trust
3.2004 Chevrolet Impala
2G1WH52K849273142
Robert Lewis Meitzler
4.2009 Peterbilt 387
1XP7D49X49D788568
Josviel Chala Cabrera
Biltmore Finance Corp
5.2007 Volvo VNL
4V4NC9TG07N440909
Norbert Birsan
6.1993 Ford Festiva
KNJPT05H4P6147009
Hilkey, Thomas W
7.2009 Chevrolet Equinox
2CNDL33F896211926
Lisa Grimaldo
Titlemax OF Tennessee Inc
8.1993 Chevrolet S-10
1GCCS14Z9P0190168
Goodwin, Roger D
9. 2017 Chevrolet Malibu
1G1ZE5ST1HF267839
Bridgecrest Acceptance
Jaonna Rose
10.2019 Jeep Cherokee
1C4PJLCB0KD120029
Exeter Finance LLC
Sarah Jeanne Hembree
11.1999 Ford Contour
1FAFP66L6XK131447
Warfield, Dylan
12.1997 Chevrolet C/K 2500
1GCGK24F4VZ191623

Adams Auto Sales

PERIODIC SETTLEMENT
NOTICE

12-P-00040
IN RE: ELIJAH ERIC EVANS

JONES
CONSERVATOR: BANK OF

CADIZ
DATE FILED: 12-11-2024
HEARING DATE: 12-12-2024
This 16th day of December
2024
/s/ William Clay Stevens,
Deputy Clerk
Trigg District Court
41 Main Street
Cadiz, KY 42211
(270) 522-6270

Notice
Notice is hereby given that the
Final Settlement of the Estate
of Stephanie Grant, deceased
on May 9th, 2022, Case No.
22-P-00147, has been filed
with the Trigg District Court,
by Patricia Crump, Adminis-
tratrix of the Estate, and a
hearing on same will be held
on, December 25th, 2024, at
1:30 P.M., Trigg District Court,
at the Trigg County Justice
Center, Cadiz, KY. Any excep-
tions to the settlement must
be filed prior to the hearing.
This the 16th day of Decem-
ber, 2024
/s/ Wil l iam Clay Stevens,
Deputy Clerk
Trigg District Court
41 Main Street
Cadiz, KY 42211
270-522-6270

Notice
Notice is hereby given-that the
Final Settlement of the Estate
of Sheila K. Crouse, de-
ceased on September 12th,
2023, Case No. 23-P-00149,
has been filed with the Trigg
District Court, by Philip Flint
Free, Administrator of the Es-
tate, and a hearing on same
will be held on, January 2nd,
2025, at 1:30 P.M ., Trigg Dis-
trict Court, at the Trigg County
Justice Center, Cadiz, KY.
Any exceptions to the settle-
ment must be filed prior to the
hearing.
Attorney for the Estate; Daniel
N. Thomas, Thomas, Arvin &
Adams, PLLC, 1209 S. Virgin-
ia St. P.O. Box 675, Hopkins-
ville, KY 42241-0675
This the 15th day of Decem-
ber, 2024
/s/ Wil l iam Clay Stevens,
Deputy Clerk
Trigg District Court
41 Main Street
Cadiz, KY 42211
270-522-6270

Notice
Fiduciary appointments have
been made by the Trigg Dis-
trict Court as follows:

Case No. 24-P-00132 ap-
pointed Archie Dean Bird as
Executor for the Estate of
Marietta Bird, deceased on
November 20th, 2024, 67
Deepwood Dr. Cadiz, KY
42211.

Attorney for Estate: J. Keith
Cartwright,P.O. Box 695,
Madisonvi l le, KY 42431

All persons having claims
again.st said estates are noti-
fied to present them to the
Fiduciary verified according to
law not later than six (6)
months from date of qualifica-
tion of personal representat-
ive.

This 20th day of
December, 2024

/s/ William Clay Stevens,
Deputy Clerk
Trigg District Court
41 Main Street
Cadiz, KY 42211
270-522-6270

Trigg County Sheriff's Office
2024 Tax Notice

The 2024 Trigg County Limestone, Sand & Gravel Tax Bill will be
due and payable beginning January 1, 2025
The following will be the collection dates for the LSG Bills.

Starting Date Ending Date
2% Discounts 01/01/2025 01/31/2025
Face Amount 02/01/2025 02/28/2025
5% Penalty 03/01/2025 03/31/2025
10% Penalty + 10% Add-On 04/01/2025 and thereafter

If the LSG Bill is not paid and becomes delinquent it will be trans-
ferred to the County Clerkʼs Office at the close of business on
June 15. 2025.

Please make checks payable to:
Trigg County Sheriff
(270) 522-6014
P.O. Box 1690
134 Commerce Street
Cadiz, KY 42211

Sheriff Aaron Acree


